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Nuts & Notes Newsletter 

April 2023 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 2 – Birthdays     
 3 - President’s Message 
       4 - Car of the Month 
 5 - What is an Avanti? 
 6 – Excerpts from the Rearview Mirror  
  
 
 

   
   7 - St. Patrick’s Day Parade 
   8 - Coming Activities 
   9 - Show and Shine & Club Store 
  10 - Annual Club Picnic 
  11 - Classic Car Registration & Classifieds 
  
 

May 4, 2023 - High Roller Meeting  
 

May 20, 2023 - Annual High Roller Picnic! 
(Please RSVP) 
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Board of Directors

 
President 

 
Danny Barnett 
702-306-2708 

 
 

Vice President 
 

Anthony Adsit 
702-561-2230 

 
Secretary 

 
VACANT 

 
Publications VP 

 
VACANT 

 
 
 

Treasurer 
 

Judy Pendergast 
jpjmarketing@earthlink.net 

 
 

Membership Vice President 
 

John Pendergast 
702-523-2940 

 
Activities Vice President 

 
Joe Provenza 
702-726-1918 

 
Past President 

 
John Pendergast 

702-523-2940 
 

Chairs & Volunteers 
 

Historian/Photographer 
 

Danny Barnett 
 

Club Store 
 

John Pendergast 
 

Sunshine Chair 
 

Joan Saucier 
 

Western Region Director 
 

Dion Stams 
 

Telephone Committee Chair 
 

Skip Yarema 702-235-8010
 
 

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization 
 

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com 

April Birthdays 

Frank Wilcox 4/9  
 
Sue Struve 4/23  
 
Don Derr 4/24  
 
Skip Yarema 4/25 

 

April Anniversaries 

Tom & Betty Rowlett 4/15 

 

 

       May Birthdays 
 

Mary Picchi 5/2 
 

Suzan Reed 5/12 
 

Greg Munoz 5/13 
 

Sally McClary 5/15 
 

Harry Ransom 5/15 
 

Addie Lemasters 5/21 
 

Brian Hawley 5/22 
 

Gretchen Harper 5/24 
 

May Anniversaries 
 

Fosco & Mary Picchi 5/2 
 

John & Debbie Huizenga 5/6 
 

Steve & Sue Struve 5/13 
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President’s Message 

 

 

Dear fellow members of the High Rollers,  
 
This will be the first newsletter put out for our club 
by our new editor Gretchen Harper. We are very 
lucky to have a qualified person to continue the 
newsletter for us. I'm hoping we all get to know her 
in the future, I know I'm looking forward to it.  
 
I want to encourage all members to submit articles 
for the upcoming newsletters. We are all car guys 
and gals, and love to tell stories about our cars and 
cars in general. 
 
Once again, I want to wish Fosco and his wife Mary all the best and a quick 
recovery. He has done a lot for the car clubs he was a member of here in Las 
Vegas. 
 
Joe Provenza and Jeanie Prouty are working on updating the activity schedule 
for the club, and I'm looking forward to fun tours and get togethers for the rest of 
the year.  
 
I have been working with the executors of the Pill Maloof estate on their desire to 
reopen the collection of collector cars, and theater organs that Phil acquired over 
the years. We will schedule a tour later on in the year when everything is ready. 
 
Lastly, John Pendergast has got in a stock of new hats and shirts for the club 
store. You can update your club merchandise now. Please take advantage of it.  
 
Danny 
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CAR OF THE MONTH 
 

Fosco’s 1977 Avanti II 
 
When we moved from Maine to Las Vegas in 
2012, We brought with us a 1963 Studebaker 
GT Hawk which I thought would be the perfect 
Las Vegas car…white, factory air, 4 speed.  It 
was not.  Of particular concern was the single 
chamber brake master cylinder.  This single 
point of potential failure is a serious liability 
driving in an urban environment.   
 
Despite receiving the blessing of my new 
mechanic, I did encounter a total brake failure 
while on my way to Cars & Coffee.  Fortunately, 
it was early morning and blowing through a red 
light did not end in disaster.  But it did cause me to decide to trade the GT for something with a dual braking 
system.  The “something” that came to mind was an Avanti II.   
 
I had previously owned an Avanti II and found it a very satisfying driver.  So, the hunt was on.  I didn’t have 
to search for long, as one turned up a few weeks later at Cars & Coffee.  It was a bit rough around the 
edges, but the price was right…and, I loved the color.  The seller was a big burly New Yorker.  When I 
mentioned that I really liked the orange, he looked down at me, leaned in, and in a heavy New York accent 
said: “It’s not orange…It’s Calypso Coral”. 
 

                                
Calypso Coral was a 1968 Mercury color (ever seen an orange Mercury Cyclone?).  Since all Avanti IIs 
were built to order, the original owner had specifically selected that color.  The interior was all original, but 
after more than 40 years of desert sun, it was very rough.  The original special-order fabric was not 
available so I quickly picked out something that looked good and would be more serviceable.  The original 
shag carpet was in great shape and remains intact.   
     
With over 90,000 miles of use, the Avanti was pretty tired.  Over the next few years, it was treated to a 
complete suspension/brake overhaul, a new 350 crate motor (replacing the original 350), and an upgrade to 
a 700R4 transmission with overdrive.   
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While attending the Studebaker Zone Meet in Reno, I saw another Avanti II wearing reproduction Halibrand 
mag wheels.  These were briefly available on Avanti’s in 1964.  I was smitten and had to order a set for my 
car.  I think they give it a certain 007 character (Did you know that Ian Fleming, the creator of James Bond, 
drove an Avanti?).    
 
In March, we made the move to Houston Texas…not that we wanted to…but we needed to for medical 
treatment.  The Avanti moved with us and is about to begin a new chapter in its long life. 
 
Fosco 

 
PS: For those of you that are curious, here is a little background on the Avanti. 
 

 
 

What is an Avanti? 
 
The Avanti was originally produced by Studebaker in South Bend, Indiana.  Studebaker built 4647 Avanti’s 
for the 1963 and 1964 model years.   
 
When Studebaker ceased 
production, two South Bend 
dealers bought the rights, tooling, 
and a section of the factory.  They 
created Avanti Motor Corporation 
to continue Avanti production, 
building cars by hand and to 
customer’s specifications as the 
“Avanti II”.   
 
Avanti II’s used Studebaker body 
and chassis components and 
Corvette engines sourced from 
GM.  Production was limited to 
around 100 - 150 cars each 
year.  Avanti Motors continued 
producing cars and made a small 
profit each year until the company 
was sold in 1983.   
 
The company then changed hands several times with subsequent Avanti’s built by various owners in South 
Bend, Youngstown OH, Villa Rica GA, and Cancun Mexico.  Eventually a modern Chevrolet chassis was 
substituted. Convertibles and even a four-door sedan became available in later years.  In 2001 a new body 
design created by one of the original Studebaker Avanti designers went into production.    
 
The final year for Avanti was 2007. Total Avanti production for all years 1963 through 2007 is 8487.    My 
Avanti II is one of 146 built in 1977. It’s purchase price in 1977 was a hefty $16,365 ...$5000 more than a 
Cadillac Eldorado!  
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Excerpts from the Rear View Mirror 
 

  Submitted by: Jeanie Prouty 
 

 

 



7 

55th Annual St Patrick’s Day Parade and Festival, Henderson, NV 

Seven of us in six classic vehicles participated in the 2023 St. Patrick's Day Parade. 
 
There was a huge turnout of spectators, who are always so appreciative of our vehicles all 
the way of the parade route. It seems like the largest crowd to date. It was a good weather 
day for the parade--sunny with a breeze, but no rain. Rain had been in the forecast for the 
day of the parade, until about two days before the parade. 
 
We were number 23 in the parade, with the Corvair Club behind us. Since we were nearer 
the front of the parade, we arrived at Sunset Pizza, before others from the parade showed 
up. Two more club members were at Sunset Pizza, so we had a total of eight members 
there--one did not go to Sunset Pizza, but stayed in Henderson to enjoy the further activities 
associated with St. Patrick's Day. 
 
Submitted by: Jeanie Prouty Photos by Danny Barnett 
 
 

        
 
 
 

             
 
Photos by Danny Barnett 
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COMING ACTIVIES 
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Show and Shine Update 
 

 
 

Club Store  
 New Items Available! 
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Classic Car Registration Tips and Tricks 
 

By Danny Barnett 
 
As most everyone knows, the requirements to get a smog test waiver for vehicles manufactured after 1968, 
and 25 years old for Classic Vehicle Plates, and 20 years old for Classic Rod have changed since January 
first. You now have to have Classic Vehicle Insurance on them and they are limited to 5,000 miles a year 
mileage.  
 
This was brought on by serious car collectors upset at seeing daily driver older cars and trucks with classic 
plates on them in order to avoid having to get a smog test. I was lucky that I was able to get a new policy 
from Hagerty Insurance for my collector cars. All I had was liability for many years. Now, I have much higher 
liability coverage, along with agreed value to replace one of my vehicles if it is totaled in an accident and the 
person hitting my car is uninsured. There is even more coverage, including medical, and the cost is less 
than half what the Operator Policy I carried for over 30 years. If you need good coverage for your collector 
cars, I would look into it. 
 
In order to renew your Classic Vehicle/Classic Rod plates you have to now show up in person at DMV with 
the statement of Declarations for your Classic Car Insurance. DMV will not let you renew these plates over 
the internet anymore. This is for the older vehicles that normally require a yearly smog test.  
 
I had two of my cars due for renewal, and I made an appointment at DMV, and with all my papers in order, 
was in and out in less than 25 minutes. Not too bad.  
 
 
 
 
(Tech Tips with Joe-Pro will return in May)  
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Classifieds! 
 
 

1995 Chevy 2-Dr. Tahoe 4 Wheel drive, push bumper, auto air heater  
Sell or trade. Info Number: 702-249-7934 from 10 AM – 4 PM 
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