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Board of Directors  

President

Danny Barnett
702-306-2708

Vice President

Anthony Adsit
702-561-2230

Secretary

VACANT

Publications Vice President

Fosco Picchi
foscop@cox.net

Treasurer

Judy Pendergast
jpjmarketing@earthlink.net

Membership Vice President
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702-523-2940

Activities Vice President

Joe Provenza
702-726-1918
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John Pendergast
702-523-2940
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Danny Barnett
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VACANT

Sunshine Chair

Carla Adsit 702-561-2230

Western Region Director

Dion Stams

Telephone Committee Chair

Skip Yarema 702-235-8010  

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

March Birthdays

John Pendergast  3/5 

Steve Glazer  3/9

Joe Provenza  3/11

Tom Rowlett  3/13

Jimmie Saxton  3/29

March Anniversaries

John & Judy Pendergast  3/4

Ed & Joyce Burke  3/10

April Birthdays  

Frank Wilcox  4/9

Sue Struve  4/23

Don Derr  4/24

Skip Yarema  4/25

April Anniversary

Tom & Betty Rowlett  4/15  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President’s Message

Dear fellow members, we are now entering the 
third month of the year already. Time seems to fly. I 
remember when I was growing up when birthdays and 
Christmas seemed to take so long to come around. Now 
it's too soon!! 

We have been trying a program of two activities a 
month. One a tour, and one more local for those who 
don't want to travel a distance. Joe Provenza and Jeanie 
Prouty have been putting this together, and they would 
appreciate any feedback you would share with them. 

The tour to the Techatticup Mine and Ghost Town 
was a big success, as was lunch at Fox Bar-B-Que in Boulder City. The 
brunch at the Paiute Golf Course was a really enjoyable event. The view 
through big picture windows out at the man made lake along with the green 
golf course with the desert beyond, and the snow covered mountains in the 
background provided a wonderful venue. We were allowed to park our cars 
in front of the entrance. The food and service was great, first class. I hope 
we repeat it next year. 

Once again, the club needs a Secretary, Club Store operator, and 
very importantly a newsletter and website editor. I will miss the wonderful 
job Fosco Picchi has done. I will also miss him a friend. We have had many 
great conversations about the history of motor cars from all over the world, 
and back to the beginning of cars from the late 1800's to present. You will 
be missed.

There are lots of fun activities and new memories in the future. 

Danny
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HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT

FEBRUARY 2023

General Membership Account:

Beginning Balance                          $  5113.53

Deposits:

Membership Dues                     310.00

February Meeting 50/50                                   30.00

50/50 Donation (John P.)                       30.00

              Total Deposits:                $   370.00

Expenses:

VMCCA – Membership Dues                                160.00

John Munoz – Past President Award                    325.13

Judy P. – Office Supplies          45.40

John P. – Drawing Tickets                      19.93

WR Memberships – 6                      18.00

               Total Expenses:            $      568.46     

ENDING BALANCE GENERAL                        $    4915.07

Western Region Account:

Beginning Balance            $   2256.03

Deposits: 

Membership Dues                     18.00

Total Deposits:   $    18.00

EXPENSES:

Total Expenses:     $    0.00

ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION           $    2274.03
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In recognition of John’s Pendergast’s nine consecutive years as President of the High Rollers, a 
Past President’s Jacket was presented to him by our National President John Munoz.  This in 
appreciation of all the work and dedication John has put forth for the betterment of the High 
Rollers Chapter and the VMCCA. 

John Pendergast has served as president of the High 
Rollers for nine years.  Along the way he has also served as 
Membership VP, Executive Vice President and Club Store.  
He initiated and chaired the Show & Shine event for three 
years.  Currently he is Membership VP for the High Rollers 
and is also the Advertising Display Executive for the 
National magazine, The Bulb Horn.  He loves the 
organization and all it stands for.  That is why he continues 
to work tirelessly to keep the chapter going and that is why 
we have chosen to honor him with this outstanding award.  
Thanks to our National President and chapter member, 
John Munoz, for making it happen.

Thank you John.
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EL DORADO MINE TOUR 2-18-23

What a tour!  We had a total of nineteen members sign up for this tour and ten that signed up, 
showed up.  Three other members, Kaleb Wilson, John Haizenga and Debbie Haizenga, who did 
not sign up, also came.  Additionally, two of the members that came brought a total of three 
guests.  Accordingly, sixteen people including guests and four of our vintage cars represented the 
High Rollers for this tour.  

It’s important to recognize the three guests as they all are potential future members and two of 
them are in their 20’s.  Kaleb Wilson brought Sophie Seeds and Kristen Danchik; and David 
Keetch brought Dave Whiteman in from San Diego.  Exposing potential new members to our 
tours, and by extension to our club and current members, is always advantageous.

Upon arriving at the mine in Nelson, NV, we were greeted by the owners, Tony and Bobbie Werly.  
Bobbie took care of the releases we all signed and collected the fee for the tour.  The tour started 
at 10am but before going to the mine, Tony gave us a very interesting, colorful and graphic 
account of the history of the Eldorado mine and the surrounding area.  This was included as part 
of the tour package.  
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Tony’s presentation included many artifacts, accounts of colorful people associated with the mine, 
Hollywood movies that were shot at this location and his passion for “hording” old cars and 
equipment, which was evident at first sight upon arriving at the mine area. His informative stories 
lasted about 30minutes, and he took us from the beginnings of the mines in the Eldorado valley all 
the way up to the present.  What a treasure trove of artifacts and old buildings at the site!

After we left Tony at the gift shop and museum we were introduced to “Bruce” the mine tour guide.  
For some reason this crusty old cowboy wouldn’t give me his last name.  He mumbled something 
about not wanting it to go public (LOL).  Bruce was also very colorful and interesting.  He kept the 
group entranced with stories of the miners and numerous facts about the mine.  During the tour, 
we went down several side shafts off the main mine shaft.  Each one had its own curious and 
exciting facts.  To sum it up; it was glaringly obvious that the miners back then had a very perilous 
life.

At 11:30 we headed for Boulder City, a short 25-minute drive, to have lunch at the Fox 
Smokehouse BBQ restaurant.  We were given a VIP welcome by Jeremy Dunbar, the owner.  He 
had prearranged to put together tables so 14 of us who opted for lunch, could sit together.  Even 
though the place was packed, he made us feel like we were the only ones there.  The food was 
awesome, and the service was too.  I had the taco salad with shredded brisket.  Best taco salad I 
have ever had.  Bill Wells liked his brisket meal so much he ordered one for take-out for his wife.  
There’s nothing like eating really good slow smoked bar-b-que which is just waiting for you to get 
there.

We couldn’t have asked for better weather for this tour.  The temps were in the mid 50’, but with 
the bright Nevada sunshine and with no wind, it felt both comfortable and invigorating.  It was also 
perfect weather for driving our vintage cars.  

7



Looking back, we experienced a lot of fun, and we had warm welcomes at both the mine and the 
restaurant.  As great as this tour turned out though, the best part was the guests.  Something we 
should strive for in future tours.  I give kudos to the members and a heart-felt thanks to the guest 
who attended. 

Submitted by Joe Provenza 
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February 25th - Breakfast at Paiute Golf Resort
     Eight of us in four classic and two not yet 
classic but fabulous vehicles toured to the 
Paiute Indian Golf Course on February 25, 
2023.   In spite of a forecast for rain and/or snow 
starting in the morning and lasting all day, it 
turned out to be a good weather day.   It actually 
did not begin to rain/snow until much later in the 
day, by which time we were back at our homes.  
It is always good to get the vehicles out on the 
open road.

     We parked right in front of the country club, bringing attention to our vehicles.   We had excellent 
service, including being met, when  we arrived,  where we parked our cars, right into the restaurant, and 
while in the restaurant.   We could not have asked for better service, food, or company.  A big 
thanks goes out to Danny Barnett for arranging this tour.   See attached pictures.   
                                                                            
Submitted by:  Jeanie Prouty - Photos by Joe Provenza
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Coming Activities 
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Show & Shine Update
Everything is coming together, but we need everyone to consider reaching out to any 
business owners or friends you have for raffle prizes or sponsorship. I have donation letters 
available if needed. Also, we have a sponsorship letter set up for various levels so they can 
choose how involved they want to be. Please contact me and I will email it to you to provide to 
the donor or sponsor. We need to get these lined up so they get full benefit of advertising on 
the web in 3 sites throughout the automotive world and beyond. FYI the plan is to limit 
registrations to 200 entrants. I know we will have competition that weekend, but we are 
catering to a different crowd, so as of right now, we are the only Vintage Car Show that 
weekend. 

John Pendergast
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We have new members in the car club: Steve & Suzan Reed

This is their 1966 Dodge Dart

 

 I found this car on Ebay.  The add was for a 1966 dodge dart 273 commando V8 convertible.  
After looking at the pics, I said I wanted it and if they come down on the price, the money will be 
wired In three hours.  That be done, a week later I flew to Redmond Oregon to pick it up.  When I 
arrived, I saw the car was better than the pics.  Half hour later I was off on a fun road trip to 
Crater Lake, Medford OR and Tahoe in loo of a $12,000 carrier fee.  I love driving with the top 
down.  
     
The only thing I did to it was order a front disc brake package from Ramman, installed it with new 
brake lines, new booster and master cylinder.
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Tech Tip No. 7

I found a bolt in my shop recently and with it in hand, I showed it 
to my son who works for a nationally known nut-and-bolt 
company for his opinion.  It was nothing special, just a common 
looking bolt you see every day, but he went on for 15 or 20 
minutes telling me all about bolts.  Wow! I never thought 
something as simple as a bolt could bring such a dissertation.

Well, I’ve got something else in my hand now and as simple as it 
is, this will be Tech Tip No. 7 (sounds like the title of a song but 
it’s not.)  I am talking about a fuel filter.  This is a common generic 
plastic fuel filter found in all the auto parts houses.  So, what’s the 
big deal about fuel filters.  I’ll tell you.

There are actually five different filters you could consider using in your vintage car.  They are: 
Plastic disposable see-through type, Metal sealed type, Orifice type, Nitrous type and Glass type 
filters.  Buckle up; here we go.

Plastic disposable see-through filters are cheap.  I mean really cheap.  One reason is that they 
are only good for up to 5psi of fuel pressure.  They are also made cheap as I have had the 
element in a plastic filter disintegrate and trash the carburetors causing a lot of pain.  But they do 
have a use (or purpose if you want to call it that.)  Being a see-through design, you can readily 
tell if the fuel pump is working.  I keep one or two around my shop for trouble shooting purposes 
only.  If I suspect that there’s a problem with the fuel system, I will put one of these in place of the 
existing filter just to see if it makes a difference.  One of the following filters, however, would 
always a better choice for your car.

Generic Metal filters, although not see-through, they can withstand higher fuel pressures up to 
7psi.  They are used almost exclusively on cars with fuel injection, but I like them with my 
carbureted cars as well.  They have a finer filter element in them which is the reason they are 
used on fuel injected cars; thus, their superior filtering qualities also makes them good for your 
carburetors.  They are sealed and you can’t see inside them so to trouble shoot them, you can 
only blow through them or do what I do as I described above with the plastic filters.

Orifice Type filters are actually a version of Metal filters, only with a twist.  A really cool twist.  
They have a third nipple with a small orifice in it in addition to the normal inlet and outlet nipples.  
The purpose of the third nipple is to relieve gas vapors in the event that the gas is boiling and 
causing a vapor lock.  Most vapor locks occur when the gas is boiling in the fuel pump.  In older 
cars like ours, the fuel pump is bolted to the engine block and is directly in touch with enough of 
the engine heat causing the gas inside the pump to boil, which in turn, causes vapor lock.  By 
installing the Orifice type filter just downstream of the fuel pump the vapors generated by the 
boiling gasoline are vented off through the orifice nipple and the vapor lock is usually avoided.  
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Just be careful where you run the vapor line from the filter to prevent unintentional 
consequences.

Nitrous type fuel filters are the right stuff especially if your car has a nitrous system.  If not, there 
are still several good reasons for their use.  If you have an electric fuel pump, they can handle 
high flow and high pressures.  They are also cleanable as they have a stone-type removable 
element which will not disintegrate.  This makes them very durable.  They come in two sizes, one 
for small (1/4 in.) and one for larger fuel line sizes.  The biggest draw-back to them is  that they 
are expensive.

Last, but not least by any estimation, are the Glass type filters.  You don’t see them very much 
anymore as they are the oldest type and are mostly seen on older cars.  In a lot of applications, 
you usually see them mounted higher in the engine compartment as it is not practical to install 
them anywhere else.  But, they have replaceable elements, they are see-through and they are 
good for 6 to 7 psi of fuel pressure.  They are not necessarily just for very old cars.  This is 
something else to consider when it comes to fuel filters.  I personally like the look of them.

So, there you have it.  A dissertation on fuel filters.  My son would be proud of me.  

1995 Chevy 2-Dr. Tahoe

4 Wheel drive, push bumper, auto air heater
Sell or trade.

Info Number:  702-249-7934 from 10 AM – 4 PM
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