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Board of Directors  
President

John Pendergast
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Vice President
Stacia Walker
702-600-9820

Secretary
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jpjmarketing@earthlink.net

Publications Vice President
Fosco Picchi

foscop@cox.net
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Judy Pendergast
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Bob Dierken

702-858-4401
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Carla Adsit
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John Munoz

702-490-7811
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Danny Barnett

Club Store
Susan Dierken 702-858-4401

Sunshine Chair
Carla Adsit 702-561-2230

Western Region Director
Dion Stams

Telephone Committee Chair
Skip Yarema 702-235-8010  

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

  August Birthdays

MaryAnn Sandkuhl  8/3
Danny Barnett  8/5
Jack Barnett  8/11
David Bouyea  8/29

August Anniversaries

Harry & Rita Ransom  8/15
Joe & Pam Provenza  8/24

September Birthdays

Jan Swift  9/6
Steve Struve  9/9
Abdel Rios  9/15
Lorraine Hanna  9/19
Todd Seibert 9/19
Barbara Holmes  9/22
Philip Hodson 9/22
Ray Waber  9/24

September Anniversaries

Bob & Jan Swift  9/7
Jimmie & Ann Saxton  9/20
Karl & Stephanie Ferazzi  9/22
Philip & Emily Hodson 9/24  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President’s Message
Let’s start with giving a warm 
welcome to our newest members, 
John & Debbie Huizenga,

For some of you who are new to the 
valley we have been very fortunate 
this summer as it has been a mild 
one so far. Just look at your electric 
bill for the month and compare it to 
years past. Needless to say, we are 
very lucky to catch a break from the 
heat. 

Coming up this month we will be 
touring The Heinrich collection at 

Fairway Chevrolet. I must say, as long as I have been in Las Vegas and active in the High Rollers, 
I have never seen this collection. From what I have heard it’s a must see. If you have any 
questions, please contact Bob Dierken, our tour host. 

Our Nominating Chair Bob is actively searching for folks to be on the ballot. So, if you want to be 
on the Ballot, please contact Bob. We are only looking for positions on the board. So please step 
up. All elected positions are open to running for office. The elected positions are President, Vice 
President, Secretary, Treasurer, Activities VP, Publications VP and Membership VP. The 
committee chairs are not part of the process. After the new President is in office it’s up to the 
President to decide who chairs what committee. The Western Region Director is an appointed 
position by the President unless we have more than one chapter in the region. 

On September 17th we have double the fun:  First is our annual tour to St. George and Tuachan 
for a night in the red canyon surrounded by deep iron oxide formations, better known as sand 
stone. It’s a great place to get out of the heat and enjoy the fresh night air. This is always a great 
time and everyone has fun. Some of us even go out for a late-night snack at Denny’s afterwards. 
The hotel we stay at always has a great breakfast the next day. Also, in September Jeanie has put 
together a gathering at the Cottonwood Station Eatery. I venture out there quite often and grab a 
bite. For those of you who don’t get around Nevada you will like this nice little trip to the cozy 
bedroom community of Blue Diamond. Needless to say, we will be there. Hope everyone makes a 
day of it. 

For those you planning to attend the Annual Awards Banquet at the Tuscany Grill please get your 
money in so we have a solid count for the staff and we know how many door prizes we have to 
get. We will be handing out plaques and prizes and want everyone attending to walk out with 
something in your hand. So, let’s pack the house.

See you down the road,

John Pendergast
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING – AUGUST 4, 2022

President John Pendergast called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Past President 
John Munoz. Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call:  All were present with the exception of Vice 
President Stacia Walker, Activities VP/Sunshine Carla Adsit, Telephone Chair Harry Ransom and Tour Master 
Tom Rowlett.  There were 29 members present and 2 guests.

President John Pendergast welcomed everybody and thanked them for coming.  He announced that there will 
be a new member, John & Debbie Huizenga, from Laughlin.  He then introduced our guests; David and 
Jennifer Keetch, Grandson of David Keetch. The President called for a motion to accept the minutes of the July 
meeting.  Ed Burke made the motion.  It was seconded by Don Derr.  Motion passed.

Past President John Munoz reported that the 3rd quarter BOG meeting will be held by zoom on August 11, 
2022.  If anyone is interested in listening in, call John and he will give you the code. 

Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the July report.  President John Pendergast called for a motion to accept the 
report.  Motion was made by Bob Dierken and seconded by Don Derr.  Motion passed.

Activities: 

HEINRICH’S CAR COLLECTION – This event will be held August 20th and is hosted by Bob Dierken.  Plans 
are to meet at Fairway Chevrolet on E. Sahara and Sandhill on the west side of the dealership (Parts 
Department) at 9 AM.  We will meet at the Golden Corral on Stephanie for lunch.

TUACHAN – Carla and Anthony Adsit are our hosts for this September 17th event.  The musical will be 
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat”.   If you have not yet paid Carla for theater tickets and you 
still want to join us, you are on your own to obtain tickets.  

BLUE DIAMOND – Jeanie Prouty is hosting our tour to Blue Diamond’s Cottonwood Station Eatery for a 
luncheon September 24th.  We will all meet at the Eatery.

SHERI’S RANCH – This event has been rescheduled for October 22nd.  There will be a small fee for the tour 
and NO lunch at the Ranch.  Our host, Larry Daum , has made arrangement for lunch at Nicco’s Pizzeria.  
Further information will be available later.

GOFF’S SCHOOLHOUSE – Jeanie Prouty will be hosting our tour to Goff’s November 19, 2022.  We will meet 
at Railroad Pass at 9 AM and travel together.  More details will be in the Newsletter.

CHRISTMAS BANQUET – John Pendergast announced that the committee has set December 4th at the 
Tuscany Grill for this event.  This will be a sit-down dinner with a choice of several different items.  The cost per 
person is $40.00.  Please see the flyer in this newsletter.  All registrations are to be sent to Carla Adsit with 
payment in by November 20, 2022.  There will be NO refunds given.

SHOW & SHINE – No venue has been set at this point, but the committee is working on a joint venture with 
Clark County Parks and Recreation for this April 15, 2023 event.  Our guest, David Keetch, works for the P&R 
and is going to try getting us a venue other than Sunset Park for our event.  He hopes to get one reserved for a 
lesser price or free.  We appreciate his help.  Joe Provenza has drafted the necessary letters and information 
to present to the P&R as well as McPherson College, our designated charity.  He is also designing the 
registration form.  The papers for the event required by P&R have been filled out by President Pendergast and 
handed over to David Keetch lll, who will submit them to the P&R.

Sunshine – It was announced that Clint Miller is currently in Hospice Care.  Please remember him.
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Club Store Keeper Dion Stams announced that he has not completed the store inventory but has many shirts 
available for purchase at a great price.  President Pendergast announced that Susan Dierken has volunteered 
to take over the store.  Dion gladly turned it over to her and we all thank you, Susan.

Old Business:  There was discussion regarding the Phone Committee at the July meeting and, again, at the 
August meeting.  Don Derr made a motion to keep the Phone Committee intact as is.  It was seconded by Joe 
Baudoin.  Motion passed.  President Pendergast announced that Skip Yarema has volunteered to Chair the 
Phone Committee.  Members of his committee include Joan Saucier, Carlos Padilla, Jo Harrah and Betty 
Rowlett .

The 50/50 was won by Jeanie Prouty.

The next meeting will be September 1, 2022.

Motion to adjourn was made by and seconded by.  Motion passed and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Pendergast, Secretary

      

A Note from the Secretary/Treasurer:
Dear Members,

2022 is half over and, as you have been informed many times before, I will not be continuing as 
your secretary in 2023.  I will remain as Treasurer, if elected in November.  I feel that it is 
somebody else’s turn to step up and help the club.  Being Secretary is a “bigger than you think” 
position, but it is also not a “college degree required” position.  It takes time and patience.  
Anybody can do it.  Mistakes can, and will, be made.  But that’s alright.  We are a group of 
volunteers and we are all human.  Please don’t be afraid to offer your time and your energy to 
promote the High Rollers.

John and I joined the High Rollers in 2007.  We have missed one meeting in all these years.  
Why?  Because we believe in the VMCCA mission and the good of the local chapter and its 
members.  I think that, lately, some have lost the spirit and the meaning of our club and only 
come when it is convenient to further their social needs and/or to vent their displeasures.  Well, 
this is not a drive-in movie!  You shouldn’t just drive in and watch the show and eat popcorn.  It 
takes people who are dedicated and willing to get up and do something.  It takes people who 
are willing to go out on a limb and make a difference.  It takes people to get out of the car and 
say, “I can help”.  Without people there will be no club.  Socializing is great, but that also takes 
some thought and planning by somebody.  Things don’t just happen!

It would be wonderful to see some of you “watchers” volunteer.  You could achieve good things 
within the local chapter and maybe even the national.  There are some good people willing to 
help you along the way.  So, please, consider being a “doer” instead of a “watcher”.

And thank you for allowing me to serve you as Secretary for thirteen years.

Respectfully,

Judy Pendergast

5



Coming Activities 

August 20th – Heinrich’s Car Collection Tour.  Our Host is Bob Dierken.

September 17th – Tuachan Tour and Show.  Our hosts are Anthony & Carla Adsit.

September 24th - Lunch at the Blue Diamond Restaurant.  Our host is Jeanie Prouty

October 22nd – Sheri’s Ranch.  Lunch at Nicco’s Pizzeria.  Our host is Larry Daum

November 19th – Goffs’ Schoolhouse Tour. Our host is Jeanie Prouty

December 3rd – Santa’s Electric Light Parade in Boulder City. Our host is Dion Stams

December 4th – Christmas Party and Awards Banquet. Our host is Bob Dierken

Saturday, August 20th, Heinrich’s Car Collection

We will meet at Fairway Chevrolet on E. Sahara and Sandhill on the west side of the dealership 
(Parts Department) at 9 AM.  We will meet at the Golden Corral on Stephanie for lunch.

Saturday, September 24th, Lunch at Cottonwood Station Eatery, Blue Diamond

     We will meet at the Cottonwood Station Restaurant in Blue Diamond, Nevada, on Saturday, 
September 24, 2022, at noon time.

      As per the July newsletter's write up about this event, you will be on Highway 159/West 
Charleston to get to Blue Diamond.   When you make the turn in to Blue Diamond, you will be on 
Castalia Street.   Continue on that street to the first (and only) stop sign.   On your way to the 
stop sign, you will pass the Park on your left, then a street called Diamond Street.  The next 
street is where the stop sign is, which is Cottonwood.   Turn left on Cottonwood.   You will go 
past the Library, which is on your left.  The very next street, on your left, is Village Boulevard.  
Turn left on to Village Boulevard.   The Cottonwood Station Restaurant will be to your immediate 
left.   The parking lot is just past the restaurant, to your left.   Take the stairs up to the outside 
seating for the restaurant.   The double doors will take you in to the indoor part of the restaurant.  
 

     I stopped at the restaurant last Saturday, July 16, 2022.   I got a menu, which should be in the 
August and September 2022 newsletters.   Since stopping at the restaurant, I have been in e-
mail contact with the restaurant personnel.   

      The club members can firm up the time for the September 24, 2022, get together at the 
Cottonwood Station Restaurant.   Unless there is a change to the above, we will meet at noon 
time on Saturday, September  24, 2022.
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       When I was at the restaurant on Saturday, July 16, 2022, I was advised that they can do 
special things for us, such as a cake.   I think ordering off the menu will be just fine; and they 
have plenty of desserts, including ice cream.   I asked  about ice cream, when I was there.   I 
was told they only have vanilla.   I asked about having enough ice cream on the day we will be--I 
will let the club know about that. 

     I will have a signup sheet available at both the August and September 2022 club meetings, so 
I can let the restaurant know about how many of us will be there.

                                                                        Submitted by Jeanie Prouty
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Saturday, November 19th, Goff’s School House Tour

         We will be driving to the Goffs School House, which is just west of Needles, California, on 
November 19, 2022, Saturday. 

         We will meet at Railroad Pass on Saturday, November 19, 2022, leaving Railroad Pass at 
9:00 A.M. for this tour.   We will tour the school house and surrounding grounds at the school 
house.  The club has gone to Goffs previously; but, it is my understanding that more things have 
been added on the grounds around the school house.   

          I spoke with Laura at the school house on Friday, July 8, 2022.   As she and I discussed, 
she fully expects the school house to remain open, and be open for our tour, barring any 
unforeseen circumstances.   I will continue to liaison with Laura up to the time of the tour.
Laura did say that, for the first time, they have summer hours at the school house.  They revert to 
their regular hours at the end of October.  A sign-up sheet will be available for this tour, starting 
with the August 2022 club meeting.                                                                   
                                                                           Submitted by Jeanie Prouty

December 4th, 

Christmas Banquet at the Tuscany Grill

This will be a sit-down dinner with a choice 
of several different items.  

The cost per person is $40.00.  

Please see the flyer in this newsletter.  

All registrations are to be sent to Carla 
Adsit with payment in by November 20, 
2022.  

There will be NO refunds given.
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HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT JULY 2022

General Membership Account:

Beginning Balance                       $  5216.17

Deposits:

50/50 - Pizza Party                      $       58.00

50/50 - July Meeting                                    $       68.00

Personal Ad for Newsletter                          $       60.00

Pizza Party                                                  $      125.00

Total Deposits:           $     311.00

Expenses:

Copy Cat Newsletters  (July)                         $     34.65

Rosati’s Pizza                      $   389.88

                    

Total Expenses:            $   425.53

ENDING BALANCE GENERAL                        $ 5102.64

Western Region Account:

Beginning Balance $ 2172.03

Deposits: 

Total Deposits:  $      0.00

EXPENSES:

Total Expenses: $      0.00

ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION            $ 2172.03
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Car of the Month
Don & Lois Derr’s 1957 Pontiac Star Chief Convertible 

  

My interest in cars started when I was a toddler. as my father use to buy cars fix them up and resell them, so we 

always had a couple of cars setting in the yard and one in the garage that he was working on, I was usually in the 

garage helping (being in the way) it has been said I cut my teeth on a 9/16” wrench (grease and all). I learned about 

cars early on and actually help my dad work on cars for years and have many great memories. 

 My 1st car was a 1957 Pontiac Star Chief 2 Dr hard top that I got in high school in 1963. A friend of mine, 

Mickey Brown had the car and I done most of the work on it for him and along with help from my dad rebuilt the 

engine and had the transmission rebuilt. About six months after we got the car running again, Micky and I were 

cruising around town one Friday night and drove by the Pontiac dealers used car lot. They had a Black 1960 Pontiac 

Bonneville convertible setting on the corner on a raised display, Mickey drove around the block, stopped, looked at 

the car and said I want that car. We went in and talked to the salesman and Mickey negotiated a deal which I 

thought sucked but Mickey just had to have the 1960 convertible, they gave him $600.00 dollars trade in for the 57. 

I told the salesman I wanted the 57 and he said how much will you give for it and I told him $600.00 what he gave 

Mickey for it. He said deal as is no warranty, so I went and got my dad to come down and co-sign for me, and I 

now had me a 1957 Pontiac Star Chief 2 Dr hard top with a payment of $47.00 a month for 18 months  
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 I got married in 1963 and moved to Illinois and got a job at Colonial Motors Pontiac and Buick in 

Naperville, IL. in 1964 when Pontiac came out with the GTO Colonial motors decided to advertise by running a 

GTO at the drag strip with an employee race team. A salesman Dean drove and mechanics Bill Jones and myself 

done the maintenance on the 1964 GTO (The Torqueing Tiger). When the 65 season came around Dean parted ways 

with the company and Bill Jones tried driving, Bill made one pass and never drove or touched the car again and that 

left me with the driving and maintenance duties on the 1965 GTO (Tonguing Tiger II). It was pretty tuff duty as I 

got paid overtime to work on the race car after work hours and expenses (but no wages) on Sunday for racing the 

car. I actually towed the GTO to the drag strip with my 1957 Pontiac. I then figured out I couldn't afforded drag 

racing on my own so when I moved back to Wyoming, I tried Stock Car Racing and came to the conclusion that at 

the end of the season I had a pile of scrap iron and that I couldn't afford that either. 

Then in about 1975 my neighbor bought 

a 1957 Buick Special that I helped him 

work on and was invited to join their car 

club (Ragtops & Relics of Wyoming) 

even though I did not have a car I joined 

and being a Pontiac lover I started 

looking for a 57 Pontiac to show them 

what a real car was. Finding a Pontiac 

west of the Mississippi proved more 

difficult than I imagined and about 1978 

ended up buying the 57 Pontiac Star 

Chief 2 Dr H.T. sight unseen out of 

Ohio (NEVER BUY A CAR UNSEEN). 

The seller’s idea of, driver’s seat has hole that needs repaired - translates to the car needs reupholstered. The 

exhaust has a nice rumble if you don’t mind it being a little loud - Translates to there is no exhaust from header 

pipes back. The carpet needs cleaned – translates to so many cigarette burns the backing is all that is left. Well you 

get the Idea.  Even with all that it was a great buy. 
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A few years later I ran across a 1957 Pontiac Star Chief Black & Red Convertible with a frame up restoration (that 

translates to a cosmetic restoration, paint and upholstery). The car was in Rapid City South Dakota and I went to get 

it on Lois’s birthday in February1984 and if you know anything about Wyoming winters, February is not the ideal 

time to be trailering cars across country. After seeing the car, I almost didn't take it but after a long discussion with a 

friend decided it had potential. I had to trailer it home as it would barely run enough to get it on the trailer. On the 

way home to Green River, WY we hit a snow storm at Casper and had to leave the car at a friend’s house for two 

months till the snow melted and the roads cleared up so I could get it home. 

 After getting it home I spent the first year just getting the 57-road worthy and driving it. The next long 

winter and they are long in Wyoming Lois and I removed straightened and polished every piece of stainless on the 

car Now the car was looking good and was road worthy so we got serious driving and showing our pride and joy 

Since 1984 we have driven the Convertible over 73,000 miles and the only time it has been on a trailer is when we 

bought it and when we had it repainted ( that is a whole story in its self). We have been as far East as Kansas City, 

MO, West to California, North to Montana, South to Texas and all over the western United States. We now drive it 

regularly since moving to Vegas. 
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