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foscop@cox.net
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Bob Dierken
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Dion Stams 702-688-2073
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Carla Adsit 702-561-2230
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The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

June Birthdays

Kevin Dews  6/1

Jared Overholtzer  6/2

Dennis Rutkoskie  6/5

Donny Warmus  6/7

Anthony Adsit 6/10

Bobi Spangrud  6/10

Doug Wheeler 6/11

Norma Calder 6/12

Charles Benson 6/15

Nancy Myers  6/18

Paul Rolland  6/24

Emily Hodson 6/24

Ann Macmillan 6/24

Vicci Mason  6/30

James Lukavich 6/30

June Anniversaries

Don & Lois Derr  6/15

Doug & Kay Wheeler  6/26

July Birthdays

Florentina Rios  7/2

Ava Lukavich  7/6

Ron Holmes  7/10

Kay Wheeler  7/11

July Anniversaries

Joe & Barbara Baudoin  7/2

Ray & Linda Waber  7/6

Richie & Sharon Clyne  7/7
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President’s Message
Here we are almost half way 

through the year.  Man!  Has it gone by 
fast!  Don’t know what it would be like to 
be retired. Some folks say they just get 
busier.  Well one day maybe I’ll find out. 
LOL! Hope everyone is doing well. 

Let’s start by thanking Bob 
and Susan Dierken for doing a knockout 
job hosting our Annual High Rollers 
Picnic. The weather cooperated and the 
food was great.  We had 58 attending, 
including a few guests from Ahern and 
Don Ahern himself.  It was a great time 

and I was pleasantly surprised at the turnout. The only thing that could have been better was if 
everyone had brought a guest. 

Next up will be a road trip out to the Paiute Golf Course for lunch and to check it out.  If you 
signed up, please remember to attend. The host is Danny, but I think Anne might be keeping 
Danny on track. Go easy on him Anne. 

As you know by now, we try to keep things close to home during the hot months and this 
July is our annual Pizza Run. This is always a great turn out and we generally get 30 – 40 in 
attendance so let’s get it to 50. Not only is the pizza great, but so are the frozen pints of beer. So, 
bring friends and family and set a record. We will also be having a 50/50 drawing.  Let’s see if 
Joan, can keep up her winning streak going. 

This last month we have been able to find volunteers to fill 3 chair positions.  Dion has 
reclaimed the club store, Harry has taken the phone committee chair back, and Bob has 
volunteered to be Nominating Chair.  I want to thank all three of you for stepping up. If you are 
thinking of taking a position on the Board, please contact Bob. It sure makes it easier when people 
do the right thing and volunteer. Having to make phone calls and ask people if they want to run 
and hearing “No” is really no fun. I have been Nominating Chair for the National and the local over 
the years and it can be tough searching for folks that know what it takes to keep the wheels in 
motion.  But on the National side this year we had the most ever to replace. I found them with 
perseverance and determination and we were able to fill all the positions. So, let's make it easy on 
Bob and get your names in. Just remember; all positions are open. The board consists of 
President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Publications VP, Activities VP and Membership 
VP. Even if a position is currently filled, if you are interested in that position, you can run in the 
election.

I don’t know what to think about the membership drive.  You would think with $165.00 at 
stake some of you would be up to the challenge. Right now, we’re in a dead heat, but no one has 
recruited three members yet. 

 See you at the Paiute Golf course this month.

John P.
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING – JUNE 2, 2022

President John Pendergast called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Past 
President John Munoz. Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call:  All were present with the 
exception of Vice President Stacia Walker and Tour Master Tom Rowlett .  28 members were present.

President John Pendergast welcomed everybody and thanked them for coming.  He thanked Bob and 
Susan Dierken for the great picnic at the Orchard.  The President called for a motion to accept the 
minutes of the May meeting.  Ed Burke made the motion.  It was seconded by Don Derr.  Motion passed.

Past President John Munoz reported that the email ballots for the National changes to the By-Laws have 
gone out and those of us with email should remember to please vote.  He also stated that the ballots sent 
by regular mail should arrive soon.  Please take the time to read everything over and cast your ballot.  

Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the May report.  President John Pendergast called for a motion to 
accept the report.  Motion was made by Ed Burke and seconded by Bob Dierken.  Motion passed.

Activities VP Carla Adsit passed around sign-up sheets for upcoming events:

PAIUTE GOLF RESORT -  We will meet under the big sign at the Santa Fe Station between 9:30 and 
10:00 AM June 18th and travel together to the resort for lunch.  Danny Barnett is our host.

PIZZA RUN – This event will be held July 9th at Rosatti’s on the corner of Eastern and Warm Springs.  
As usual, everybody will contribute $5.00 towards the pizza buffet and will include soft drinks.  Off the 
menu – you’re on your own. We also will have a 50/50 drawing. 

HEINRICH’S CAR COLLECTION – This event will be held August 20th and is hosted by Bob Dierken.  
Plans are to meet at Fairway Chevrolet on Sahara and Boulder Highway on the west side of the 
dealership (Parts Department).  The tour will begin at 9 AM.  Plans are to meet at the Golden Corral on 
Stephanie for lunch.

TUACHAN – Carla and Anthony Adsit are our hosts for this September 17the event.  The musical will be 
“Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat”.  Carla needs to have your ticket money ($71.00) per 
person by the July meeting.  Information on the rooms will be coming soon for those who have signed up 
to go.

SHERI’S RANCH – This event has been rescheduled for October 22nd.  There will be a small fee for the 
tour and NO lunch at the Ranch.  Our host, Larry Daum , will make other plans for that.

SHOW & SHINE – No venue or date has been set at this point.

Club Store Keeper, Dion Stams, announced that he is back and has the remaining items at the same low 
prices.  He urged everyone to buy now before he has to reorder stock at current prices.  President John 
Pendergast thanked Dion for stepping up and taking back the store.

Publications VP Fosco Picchi asked for “Car of the Month” information and photos for the next few 
issues.  Get in touch with Fosco and he’ll help you with photos.

Telephone Chair, Harry Ransom, is back on the job to fill the vacancy left.  Thank you, Harry.

Western Region Director Dion Stams reported that he has had the opportunity to attend three National 
Tours and says they are well worth the time and effort.  He says it is a chance, not only to travel to new 
places and see new things, but also to meet new people and old friends, too.

4



The 50/50 was won by Joan Saucier.

The next meeting will be July 7, 2022.

Motion to adjourn was made by Anthony Adsit and seconded by Ed Burke.  Motion passed and the 
meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Pendergast, Secretary

HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT MAY 2022

General Membership Account:

Beginning Balance                       $  5298.70

Deposits:

50/50                $     85.00

Club Store                                                   $     32.00

Total Deposits:             $   117.00

Expenses:

Copy Cat Newsletters

March & April $     46.20

Total Expenses: $     46.20

ENDING BALANCE GENERAL                         $ 5369.50

Western Region Account:

Beginning Balance $ 2172.03

Deposits: 

Total Deposits:  $      0.00

EXPENSES:

Total Expenses: $      0.00

ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION            $ 2172.03
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Coming Activities

June 18 – Breakfast at Paiute Golf Course.  Our host is Danny Barnett

July 9th – Pizza Run at Rosati’s.  Our host is Barbara Baudoin.

August 20th – Heinrich’s Car Collection Tour.  Our Host is Bob Dierken.

September 17th – Tuachan Tour and Show.  Our hosts are Anthony & Carla Adsit.

October 22nd – Sheri’s Ranch

November 19th– Goffs’ Schoolhouse Tour.  Our host is Jeanie Prouty

December 3rd – Santa’s Electric Light Parade in Boulder City. Our host is Dion Stams

December – Christmas Party and Awards Banquet. Our host is Bob Dierken

Map - Santa Fe Casino to Paiute Golf Club
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Brunch at the Paiute Golf Course 

The June activity for the High Rollers is breakfast/brunch at the Paiute Golf Course off the 95 highway 
five miles past the Kyle Canyon/Mt. Charleston turnoff on the right side of the road. 

We will meet up under the big sign at the Santa Fe Casino Hotel on Rainbow and Rancho Drive 
beginning at 9:30am Saturday June 18th. 

We will leave at 10:00am for the Paiute Golf Course. 

Breakfast will be at 11:00. 

There is a big circular drive way in front of the club house and restaurant. We have permission to park 
our cars there for a nice photo shoot, and leave them there while we are inside. 

It will be order off the menu, there is no buffet since the pandemic. I has a picturesque view of a large 
lake, and the mountains in the background. 

I hope everyone will enjoy it. 

Danny
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Editors Note (Ramblings)

American automotive history is a treasure trove or interesting personalities, gambles, successes and failures.  
We all love old cars but how much do most of us know about how they fit into our nation’s history?   Last month we 
displayed David Keetch’s Dodge Ram truck…and this month we are treated to John Munoz’s 1956 Dodge Custom 
Royal.  So I though it a good time to review just what a Dodge is.  

John (1864 - 1920) and Horace (1868-1920) Dodge formed the Dodge 
Brothers company in Detroit in 1900, to manufacture components for the 
emerging automobile industry.  Henry Ford selected Dodge Brothers to 
supply the mechanical components for his (first) Model A (1903-04).  This 
arrangement would continue through Ford’s early successes…and the 
Model T introduced in the fall of 1908.  The Dodge Brothers became quite 
wealthy.

But Henry Ford tired of supply chain issues, and other people making 
money off of his ideas.  He began implementing what is called Vertical Integration…basically either purchasing his 
suppliers, or setting up in-house facilities to make his own parts.  The Dodge boys could see the writing on the wall 
and parted company with Ford, creating the Dodge Brothers Motor Company in 1913.  In 1914 Dodge Brothers 
introduced their first car, the Dodge Model 30-35.  Not surprisingly, the new Dodge was a slightly more upscale 
competitor to the Model T.  It featured an all-steel body, sliding gear transmission, and an additional 15 
horsepower.  As John Dodge put it: “Someday, people who own a Ford are going to want an automobile”.

In 1916 Dodge Brothers vehicles were used extensively by the U.S. Army in 
the Mexico Border War.  General “Blackjack” Pershing used a fleet of Dodges 
in his pursuit of Pancho Villa, earning great acclaim and publicity.  By 1920 
Dodge was the number 2 car manufacturer in America behind Ford.  

Unfortunately 1920 is also the year that both John and Horace Dodge died.  
John in January from pneumonia…and Horace in December from cirrhosis 
(some say from a broken heart still grieving over the loss of his brother to 
whom he was very close).   Fortunately, the brothers had a 5 year plan in 
effect that enabled their widows to retain control.  But by 1925, without the 
guidance of the brothers, Dodge had slipped to 5th place and the widows sold 
out to an investment group.  Things continued a slow decline and by 1927 
Dodge had sunk to 13th place and a new buyer was sought.

Enter Walter Chrysler.  Walter P. Chrysler (1875 - 1940), was a railroad man, 
rising at a young age to works manager of the American Locomotive company 
(ALCO).  Chrysler made his transition to the automobile industry in 1911, first 
at Buick, and then in 1920 was hired to turn around the ailing Willys 
Corporation.  

While rescuing Willys, another struggling company recruited him: 
Maxwell-Chalmers.  When Chrysler moved to Maxwell, he brought with 
him a state-of-the-art new car design that his engineers had been 
working on.  The Chrysler automobile debut in 1924, and was well 
received.  So the following year the entire company was reorganized as 
Chrysler Corporation.  

In 1928, Chrysler introduced a new low price brand to compete with 
Ford and Chevrolet named Plymouth…as well as a new medium priced 
brand, DeSoto.  Chrysler then purchased Dodge Brothers, primarily to 
gain increased production capacity and Dodge’s large dealer network.  

10



Chrysler didn’t really need another brand.  But Dodge had a solid reputation and ultimately was continued…
originally placed between DeSoto and Chrysler in the company hierarchy…then moved to between Plymouth and 
DeSoto where it would remain until DeSoto’s demise in 1961.

Following the announcement of the sale of Dodge to 
Chrysler, Automotive Daily News ran an editorial titled simply 
“The Big Three”.  This was apparently the first time that term 
appeared in print.

In 1934, Chrysler debut a very advanced automobile for the 
era, the Airflow (available as both a Chrysler and DeSoto 
model, but not as a Dodge or Plymouth).  The Airflow, in 
addition to being an engineering marvel, also used wind 
tunnel developed design for a truly aerodynamic body.  
Unfortunately, the streamlined look was probably a little to 
radical for the public to accept at the time and the Airflow was 
unsuccessful in the marketplace.  It also caused Chrysler to 
revert to mostly conservation (some say stodgy) styling for the next two decades.

In 1936 Chrysler Corporation surpassed Ford Motor Company to become the number 2 automaker in America.  It 
would hold that distinction until topped once again by Ford in 1949.  

In 1949, Virgil Exner (1909 - 1973) who had led Raymond 
Loewy’s South Bend Indiana design studio, and was largely 
responsible for Studebaker’s “First by far with a postwar car” 
design…moved to Chrysler.  

By 1955 Exner’s vision of “The Forward Look” had arrived in steel 
with the new Chrysler corporation bodies.  Exner lowered the 
roofline and made the cars sleeker, smoother, and more 
aggressive looking…and added tail fins!  

Theres a lot more interesting Dodge history…and it continues to 
be written.  But we’ll stop here for now and enjoy a look at John’s 
1956 Custom Royal.

11



Car of the Month
John Munoz’ 1956 Dodge Custom 

Royal

This is my 1956 Dodge Custom Royal 
dressed with one repaint of her original 
colors, Crown Yellow on the sides and 
Sapphire White on the top, hood & trunk. 
The car is the upscale model of the popular 
Coronet. There were 220,208 of these cars 
produced for 1956 with 49,293 of them 
being the Custom Royals. 

This car is a 4 door sedan that came highly 
optioned with factory power steering, power 
brakes and the two speed push button 
Powerflite transmission.  The engine is the 
Red Ram (painted silver) 315 with a 2bbl Stromberg carburetor listed at 218 horsepower.

So the story behind this car is unknown prior to the early 1980s. Former club members Doug and 
Maxine Crowe found this car sitting in a state of disrepair on the side of a gas station near 
Fremont and Eastern.  Doug had been driving by the car for several years when he decided to 
stop in and ask about it. 

The car had been dropped at the service station for repairs but the car needed an engine overhaul 
and the owner decided to sign the title over to the owner of the garage.  He never got around to 
fixing the old girl up so Doug struck a deal. Looking at the paperwork he had with the car he paid 
300.00 for it. 
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First order of business was to get the running gear put in good working order. Doug had the 
engine and transmission overhauled, the brake system and the power steering system. He then 
had the interior reupholstered as close to factory original as possible and moved on to the paint 
job.  The car was running great and looked good so he took the car down to Ben Stepman Dodge, 
in Henderson, of course (Only the long-time residents will remember this reference) and had air 
conditioning installed. 
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For quite a while Doug’s wife Maxine used the car as her daily driver and the Dodge went on 
many National tours. According to the records they put 63,000 miles on the car after it was put 
back on the road.  I have no idea how many miles were on the Dodge when Doug bought her. 

In 1986 a television show called 
Crime Story premiered on NBC. It 
was a cop show based in the early 
1960s dealing with Chicago 
organized crime.  In 1987 the 
second season had the main 
character following the mob to Las 
Vegas. 

With the show being based in early 
1960s Las Vegas, the production 
company needed vintage “extra” 
vehicles to give the show an 
authentic feel. Doug took the 
Dodge down to be used for the 
show. 

I bought the series on DVD and there are 4 episodes where the car appears, once parked in front 
of casino on Fremont Street. Not exactly a show stopping appearance but it is cool to know my car 
was on television. 

I met Doug and Maxine when I joined the club in 1998. Doug is the man who talked my friend Ed 
into joining and how I got to know about the club. By then Doug and Maxine bought and restored a 
Ford Galaxy convertible which became their touring car. The Dodge which was starting to need 
some work, had become a garage queen.   

Ever since I was a little kid, I just loved tail fins and when I saw the fins on the Dodge I fell in love.  
I wanted to buy the car but Doug had already made a deal to sell it to my buddy Ed.  The car had 
2 issues that needed to be addressed immediately, the charging system or rather dis-charging 

system and the slightest touch on the 
brake pedal would throw you into the 
dash.  The brakes were a mess of 
many mechanics half donkey repairs.  
The car also had the optional singing 
third member. As long as you were at 
speed she was quiet, but under 
acceleration or slowing down and you 
could tell she wasn’t happy.

Ed and I ironed out the charging 
system and with the help of a factory 
shop manual we were able to get the 
brakes working very well.  We just 
lived with the singing differential and 
after a couple years, I wore Ed down 
and talked him into selling me the car. 
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I used the car for tours and shows with the local club and the car always ran well, reliably with nice 
cold air conditioning.  The rear end just kept right on singing but I decided that it needed to be 
fixed if it was ever going to make it on a 
national tour. 

When I tore the rear end down I was 
surprised to see how much wear was 
on the ring and pinion, leaving me to 
believe this car has a lot of miles on it.  
As I had planned to take it on the Drive 
me to the Moon Western National tour 
in 2013 a lot of work was done.  The 
rear end was rebuilt, I went through the 
transmission and rebuilt the front 
suspension. The complete wiring 
harness was replaced in 2016. 

The Dodge has taken us on many local 
tours, parades and 3 national tours. It 
runs well at freeway speeds, has 
comfortable seats and will knock down 
17 miles to the gallon. Everywhere you 
go you get a thumbs up from a lot of people.  

John
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