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Board of Directors  
President

John Pendergast
702-523-2940

Vice President
Stacia Walker
702-600-9820

Secretary
Judy Pendergast

jpjmarketing@earthlink.net

Publications Vice President
Fosco Picchi

foscop@cox.net

Treasurer
Judy Pendergast

jpjmarketing@earthlink.net

Membership Vice President
Bob Dierken

702-858-4401

Activities Vice President
Carla Adsit

702-561-2230

Past President
John Munoz

702-490-7811

Chairs & Volunteers
Historian/Photographer

Danny Barnett

Club Store
Dion Stams 702-688-2073

Sunshine Chair
Carla Adsit 702-561-2230

Western Region Director
Dion Stams

Telephone Committee Chair
Stacia Walker 702-600-9820  

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

May Birthdays

Mary Picchi  5/2

Greg Munoz  5/13

Sally McClary  5/15

Harry Ransom  5/16

Max Miller  5/18

Addie Lemasters  5/21

Brian Hawley  5/22

May Anniversaries

Fosco & Mary Picchi  5/2

Steve & Sue Struve  5/13

June Birthdays

Kevin Dews  6/1

Jared Overholtzer  6/2

Dennis Rutkoskie  6/5

Donny Warmus  6/7

Anthony Adsit 6/10

Bobi Spangrud  6/10

Doug Wheeler 6/11

Norma Calder 6/12

Charles Benson 6/15

Nancy Myers  6/18

Paul Rolland  6/24

Emily Hodson 6/24

Ann Macmillan 6/24

Vicci Mason  6/30

James Lukavich 6/30

June Anniversaries

Don & Lois Derr  6/15

Doug & Kay Wheeler  6/26  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HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT
April 2022

General Membership Account:
Beginning Balance              $  5104.13

Deposits:

            Advertising/Newsletter $     40.00

50/50                $     55.00

Club Store                                                   $    244.00

Total Deposits:             $   339.00

Expenses:

John Munoz - Membership Table

Swap Meet $     45.00

John Pendergast - Decals $     30.00

Copy Cat Newsletters

March & April $     69.43

Total Expenses: $   144.43

ENDING BALANCE GENERAL                         $ 5298.70

Western Region Account:
Beginning Balance $ 2172.03

Deposits: 

Total Deposits:  $      0.00

EXPENSES:

Total Expenses: $      0.00

ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION             $ 2172.03
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President’s Message

What a great turn out we had at the May meeting with 35 in all and we still had room for 12 more. 
We had a great 50/50 drawing, giving away $85.00 to the lucky winner.  Bob Dierken has volunteered to be 
the Nominating Chair for rounding up likely candidates for the 2023 year. So, see Bob if you are looking to 
be on the Board. 

In this issue I will have the Duties for the President and Vice President. With this said we have 
some really great members that could fill these positions. So, if Bob asks you to be a nominee please don’t 
hesitate. I’m looking forward to sitting with the membership. We might get to miss a meeting. LOL!

I want to thank all the folks that showed up for Las Ventanas.  We had 20 cars and I think that’s the 
biggest turnout we have had since we started doing this. Now we have our annual Picnic on May 21st and 
according to last year, this should be another great turn out. We will probably have over 40 people at the 
Ahern Orchard and if you bring a guest there could be as many as 60. If you remember last year everyone 
sat inside and there was plenty of room. The club will be picking up the tab. You are welcome to bring a 
desert or your favorite family concoction, but for the most part its burgers, chips, condiments, and drinks. 
Also, we will be having a 50/50 drawing, but whatever you do don’t come empty handed - bring a guest. 
Ahern will provide a golf cart to take you from the parking lot to the building. 

The Show & Shine had to be moved to March of 23 due to the fact we ran out of time to do it right. 
Plus, every weekend in October has a show or concourse d ’elegance going on. We will be getting together 
this month and forming the Show Committee and moving forward with plans. I will be leading the charge - 
at least in the beginning. 

See you at The Orchard,

John Pendergast 
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For any member considering being nominated for the positions of President or Vice 
President, here are the duties:
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING – May 5, 2022

President John Pendergast called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led 
by Past President John Munoz. Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call:  All 
were present with the exception of Vice President/Telephone Chair Stacia Walker, Tour 
Master Tom Rowlett and Western Region Director Dion Stams. There were 32 members 
and 3 guests present.

President John Pendergast welcomed everybody, introduced the guests – Susan, Jason 
and Ed, and thanked them for coming.  The President called for a motion to accept the 
minutes of the April meeting.  Barbara Baudoin made the motion.  It was seconded by 
Anthony Adsit.  Motion passed.

Past President John Munoz reported that the Western National Tour in St. George was a 
great event.  He said that we had 20 cars at the Las Ventanas event where everybody 
enjoyed the cars, the food and the entertainment.  He also announced that every member 
will be receiving an official voting ballot to amend the National By-Laws either by regular 
mail or email.  Please take the time to read everything over and cast your ballot.  He also 
stated that the current issue of the Bulb Horn has been delayed due to the printer 
experiencing a paper shortage.  John Pendergast said he is familiar with that in his own 
print shop.  Some mills are now selling paper via a production bidding process.  Who 
would have thought?

Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the April report.  President John Pendergast called for a 
motion to accept the report.  Motion was made by Ed Burke and seconded by Barbara 
Baudoin.  Motion passed.

Activities VP Carla Adsit passed around sign-up sheets for the Club Picnic in May, Sheri’s 
Ranch in June and Tuachan in September.  

ORCHARD PICNIC – This event is May 21, 2022 beginning at 11 AM.  Bring a guest(s) for 
free and introduce them to our club.  Our focus is on new members.  Bob Dierken is our 
host.  Whichever member gets the most recruits in the year 2022 will receive $100.00 
compliments of John Pendergast and John Munoz.  A minimum 3 new members for the 
year is required. They will also get free dues for 2023 if you recruit at least 3 members for 
the year.  For every 3 members you will get a recognition pin from National, too.  Signs will 
be placed on the street to direct you to the Orchard and golf carts will be made available 
for those who need a ride as the walk is a bit of a distance from the parking lot.

SHERI’S RANCH – This event will be held in June.  The original date of June 18th had to 
be cancelled.  Our Host Danny Barnett will keep us posted.
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PIZZA RUN – This event will be held July 9th at Rosatti’s on the corner of Eastern and 
Warm Springs.  As usual, everybody will contribute $5.00 towards the pizza buffet and will 
include soft drinks.  Off the menu – you’re on your own.

HEINRICH’S CAR COLLECTION – This event will be held August 20th and is hosted by 
Bob Dierken.  Plans are to meet at Fairway Chevrolet on Sahara and Boulder Highway on 
the west side of the dealership (Parts Department).  The tour will begin at 9 AM.

TUACHAN – Carla and Anthony Adsit are our hosts for this September 17the event.  The 
musical will be “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dream Coat”.  Carla is waiting for 
hotel prices before booking a block of rooms.  If you didn’t get a chance to sign the sign-up 
sheet, but would like to join us, please email Carla at:  vegastaps@gmail.com

SHOW & SHINE – This event has been moved to March of 2023.

President John Pendergast announced that Dion Stams has volunteered to take the Club 
Store.  Thanks Dion.

Web Master Fosco Picchi announced that he will be trying out a new format for member’s 
cars on the website.  They will be accessible by thumb nails and will require less time, and 
make it easier for those who are looking for a particular car, to find it.  He said he still 
doesn’t have photos of all of the member’s cars.  Please help him out and send your own 
vehicle photos to him.  And he urged all of us to go to the website and check out the 
proposed new format and let him know what you think of it.  John Munoz stated that the 
National Website gets around 200 hits per day.  Have you been there?

New Business:  Joe Provenza provided hand-outs of Tech Tips.  There are several that 
pertain to both the mature individual as well as car lovers.  Be sure to check out the US 
Savings Bonds article.

Bob Dierken volunteered to head up the nominating committee for the 2023 election.  
Please consider volunteering for an office.  Remember that the Presidency and the 
Secretarial positions will become vacant.

The 50/50 was won by Harry Ransom.

The next meeting will be June 2, 2022.

Motion to adjourn was made by Anthony Adsit and seconded by Ed Burke.  Motion passed 
and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Pendergast, Secretary
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LAS VENTANAS, SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 2022

On April 16th the High Rollers met at the Las Ventanas Retirement Community in Summerlin to 
share our cars with the residents. 

Despite the forecast of heavy winds predicted for the day we had a great turn out with 20 cars 
including a great turn out from the AMC club and a visit from former High Rollers president Bill 
Carpenter. We had a good showing of many makes and models covering many decades. 

Las Ventanas is a very nice retirement community that caters to seniors that need little 
assistance all the way to those that need constant care.  One of our former presidents, the late 
Farrow Smith, and his wife lived there for several years. He’s how the car club got involved with 
them. Former High Roller Frank Nicholson and his wife are current residents. This has become 
almost an annual event for our club. As our hosts they provided cookies, coffee, sodas, 
entertainment and a hot dog lunch. 

The residents came out, some walking, some in wheel chairs to look at the cars and many 
shared stories of when they used to drive these cars. Everyone seemed to have a good time!  

We did have one minor incident where someone backed into Donny’s blue Chrysler. Fortunately 
the tough front bumper on the Chrysler was un-damaged.  Something to be said for vintage 
American steel!

I would like to thank the members and guests as well as Las Ventanas for making this a 
successful and enjoyable event.

John Munoz
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Coming Activities

May 21st – Club Picnic at The Orchard.  Our host is Bob Dierken.

June (date TBA) – Sheri’s Ranch Pahrump

July 9th (note date change) – Pizza Run at Rosati’s.  Our host is 
Barbara Baudoin.

August 20th – Heinrich’s Car Collection Tour.  Our Host is Bob 
Dierken.

September 17th – Tuachan Tour and Show.  Our hosts are Anthony 
& Carla Adsit.

October 22nd – Show & Shine. Our host is Bob Dierken  Moved to 
March 2023

November 19th– Goffs’ Schoolhouse Tour.  Our host is Jeanie 
Prouty

December 3rd – Santa’s Electric Light Parade in Boulder City. Our 
host is Dion Stams

December – Christmas Party and Awards Banquet. Our host is Bob 
Dierken

“Orchard” Location

11



Editor’s Note

Moving to Las Vegas from New England 10 years ago, we saw immediate savings: no more state income 
tax, no more extreme heating bills, and perhaps less often considered…less wear and tear on our 
vehicles.  Of course the Las Vegas heat takes it’s tole on tires and batteries.  With time it deteriorates 
rubber seals, dash pads, and seat foam.  But no more pot holes and frost heaves torturing suspensions.  
And most importantly, no more salted roads eating away at sheet metal.  

In 2001 I purchased a shiny new Dodge Ram 2500 with plow.  We owned a restaurant at the time and 
needed it to ensure timely plowing of our business during storms.  I pulled a car tailer with it on 
occasions, but mostly it was treated like a tool.  The annual milage driven was only about 1000 miles.  

I kept it looking good and serviced regularly.  But when it was 7 or 8 years old I began having issues with 
corrosion underneath.  When it was time to move, the truck had just 11,000 miles on it, but the frame and 
suspension was so rotted that it was nearly worthless.  I got $1500 for it…mostly for the plow I presume.  

The point I’m getting to is that here in the desert southwest we sort of take for granted that vehicles, 
properly maintained and overhauled as needed can last forever (or at least until someone whacks you at 
an intersection).  It is widely accepted that a vehicle that reaches 25 years of age is an “antique”.  But 
that seems rather bizarre here in Las Vegas where many 25 year old plus cars and trucks are still doing 
regular duty.  How many 80s Toyota pickups have you seen being used for yard service…wearing 
Classic Rod licence plates?  

Still, occasionally we see an older vehicle that just looks so good, so factory fresh, that it catches your 
eye.  Such is the case with David Keetch’s 1996 Dodge Ram 3500.  This truck was clearly something 
special 26 years ago when it left the dealer’s lot in San Diego CA.  It also was extremely lucky to fall into 
the hands of the Keetchs and has led a charmed (although not always pampered) life in the sunny 
southwest.  

My Ram unfortunately has long ago returned to the earth from wence it came.
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Car of the Month
David Keetch’s 1996 Dodge Ram 3500

Do you remember when the redesigned 
Dodge Ram pickups debuted in the fall 
of 1993?  I recall the big-rig looking 
front end looked shocking but very cool.  
It was considered a risky design.  But 
apparently cosumers loved it.  

Dodge Ram sales jumped from 95,542 
in 1993 to 232,092 for 1994…and then 
410,00 for 1995.  

411,00 were built in 1996…the year of 
David’s truck.  
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David was not the original owner…but when he purchased this truck in 1998 it was only two 
years old and had rolled 28,000 miles.  It’s a 3500 series, meaning it’s a dual-rear-wheeled 1-ton.  
It is also heavily optioned.  It even is set up with a “5th wheel”.  To David (and I agree) it’s also 
very attratively proportioned due to having a regular cab.  

David’s Ram is powered by a 5.9 (359 cu in) Cummins Turbo Diesel.  It also is equiped with a 
Banks Powerpack Twin Ram intake and management system.  David reports that the Banks 
system regulates boost and also aids in engine braking.  The regulated boost adjusts power for 
climbing and descending hills without changing RPMs.  Fuel economy on level grade, not towing 
is 18mpg.  90% of Davids use is towing cars on his trailer.  Towing milage is around 16mpg.
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While David’s Ram looks factory 
fresh, it has not laways been 
pampered.  He has in fact used it 
off-road many times.  Several trips 
have been made on the Oriflamme 
Trail between Julian and El Centro 
CA.  This is a popular trail with Jeep 
owners.  Imagine thier surprise 
seeing this dual wheeled turbo 
diesel beast coming over a ridge 
towards them.  David adds that 
there is one place along the trail 
that must be navigated with one of 
the outer dually wheels hanging 
over a narrow stone ledge!

Whenever David takes his truck to the 
dealer for service, he is surrounded 
by salesman eager to take it in as a 
trade.  He jokes with them: “For a new 
truck and how much cash?”

David’s Ram is not for sale.
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