
Nuts & Notes Newsletter 

March 2022 

Our March Activity is: 
St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Henderson - Saturday 3/12  

In This Issue:
2 - Birthdays

     3 - Treasurer’s Report
      4 - President’s Message
           6- General Membership Meeting Minutes

   8 - Valley of Fire Tour
  10 - Coming Activities

 12 - Editor’s Note
 13 - Car of the Month
 

 

1



Board of Directors  
President

John Pendergast
702-523-2940

Vice President
Stacia Walker
702-600-9820

Secretary
Judy Pendergast

jpjmarketing@earthlink.net

Publications Vice President
Fosco Picchi

foscop@cox.net

Treasurer
Judy Pendergast

jpjmarketing@earthlink.net

Membership Vice President
Bob Dierken

702-858-4401

Activities Vice President
Carla Adsit

702-561-2230

Past President
John Munoz

702-490-7811

Chairs & Volunteers
Historian/Photographer

Danny Barnett

Club Store
Stacia Walker 702-600-9820

Sunshine Chair
Carla Adsit 702-561-2230

Western Region Director
Dion Stams

Telephone Committee Chair
Stacia Walker 702-600-9820  

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

March Birthdays

John Pendergast  3/5
Steve Glazer  3/9
Joe Provenza  3/11
Tom Rowlett  3/13
Jimmie Saxton  3/39

March Anniversaries

John & Judy Pendergast  3/4
Ed & Joyce Burke  3/10
Charles & Barbara Benson  3/12

April Birthdays

Frank Wilcox  4/9
Stacia Walker 4/9

Sue Struve 4/23
Don Derr  4/24

Skip Yarema  4/25

April Anniversaries

Tom & Betty Rowlett  4/15

Bill & Mary Ann Sandkuhl  4/26
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HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT
February 2022

General Membership Account:
Beginning Balance              $  5142.01

Deposits:

            Memberships $   155.00

50/50                $     68.00

Bank Fee Refund                                $     15.00

Mailing 2022 Newsletters  $     20.00

Total Deposits:             $   258.00

Expenses:

VMCCA Memberships $      80.00

WR Memberships $        6.00

Judy Pendergast - Supplies $      40.60

Copy Cat Newsletters $      51.56

Total Expenses: $    178.16

ENDING BALANCE GENERAL                         $  5221.85

Western Region Account:
Beginning Balance $2235.03

Deposits: 

 Memberships    $    6.00

Total Deposits:  $    6.00

ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION             $2241.03
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President’s Message

I want to start by thanking Joe Provenza for not only hosting the Valley of Fire tour and lunch in 
Overton, but for doing an outstanding job. He followed the job description to the “T”.  Can’t wait to see his 
write up. For those of you who signed up and didn’t go, shame on you. You missed out. Joe, I just want 
you to know you are welcome to host any activity or tour you choose. 

While I’m thanking folks, I want to give a special thanks to Denny for inviting Judy and I to not only 
ride in his 1937 Buick Roadmaster, but letting me take the wheel and drive her from Valley of Fire to 
Overton. Man, what a sweet ride. Quiet, smooth handling, can’t say enough about her. We actually 
exchanged vehicles. Denny is a true car hobbyist and collector of fine rides. 

Next time the club has a tour of his collection in Washington, Utah please take the time and go. 
With the Western National Tour being held in St. George in April you could easily drop in the day they 
tour the collection and meet the national board.   

Can’t say enough about these two members. Truly the real spirit of the hobby.

A little note: For those of you recruiting new members one of the selling points is the fact that we 
are 501c7 Not for Profit Hobby club. We are fully insured not only at the national level, but at the local 
level. What does this mean?  If for instance, the High Rollers has a table set up with membership 
paraphernalia and a dust devil comes along and picks everything up and drops it on a car causing 
damage,  it’s covered. This is the only way to be a member of any club.  

I posted the Club Store Duties in last months newsletter and I’m guessing nobody read them 
either because it didn’t involve them or they aren’t interested in volunteering for the position. So, it was 
brought up that we should run it another month.   Seriously consider taking this job because closing the 
club store is not an option worthy of the High Rollers.

See you at the St. Patrick’s Day Parade,

John Pendergast
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POLICIES & PROCEDURES STORE KEEPER 

Revised 2004 

I - Display and sell club items 

II - Maintain an inventory of all items. 

III - Submit an itemized inventory to the Treasurer at least every six months. 

A - Accurate inventory records must be kept and updated. 

IV - A cash box is provided for sales items. 

A - At all times a minimum amount of cash is maintained. 

B - As cash on hand exceeds the minimum necessary, turn the balance over to the Treasurer. 

V - Prior to the coming year an estimated budget is submitted to the Treasurer.* 

VI - A minimum number of saleable items are kept on hand, and replacements ordered as necessary. 

VII - Receipts are turned in promptly, to the Treasurer, for reimbursement. 

VIII- A current and updated list of items for sale is provided to the Publications Vice President for the 
newsletter.

I’ve been in the chapter for 14 year and never have seen a budget for the store. I know I never provided 
one.*  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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING – March 3, 2022

President John Pendergast called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Past President John Munoz. Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call:  All were 
present with the exception of Activities VP/ Sunshine Chair Carla Adsit and Tour Master Tom 
Rowlett. There were 30 members present including new member: Carlos and Connie Padilla and 
Jack and Jo Harrah. 

President John Pendergast welcomed everybody and thanked them for coming.  He welcomed 
our newest members, too. He thanked Joe Provenza for the great job he did hosting the Valley of 
Fire Tour.  He said that anybody who missed it really did miss out on a good one.  He also 
reported that club member Dennis Rutkoskie allowed John to drive his 1937 Buick Roadmaster 
from the Valley of Fire to Overton while Dennie drove the Mercedes.  We have some very 
generous members in our club.  John also stated that a new Club Store Keeper is needed and is 
asking for a volunteer.  Sadly, once again there was a silence and the job goes unfilled.  If you 
are interested, please read the article within this newsletter explaining the job.  Hopefully 
somebody will come forward and help the club. The President called for a motion to accept the 
minutes of the February meeting.  Danny Barnett made the motion.  It was seconded by Jerry 
Myers.  Motion passed.

Vice President Stacia Walker reported that another volunteer is needed for the phone committee 
and that all items for the club store are featured in a binder (catalog) to make ordering easier for 
everyone.

Past President John Munoz reported that the Western Region Tour is now filled but anyone can 
still attend the BOG Meeting on Monday April 4, 2022.  He is still looking for volunteers to help 
out at the event.

Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the February report. President John Pendergast called for a 
motion to accept the report.  Motion was made by Bob Dierken and seconded by Stacia Walker.  
Motion passed.

Activities:  

ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE - Harry Ransom will be hosting the parade March 12, 2022 in 
Henderson.  He will be handing out the green squares that need to be on each car’s windshield 
on Major Ave. between 8 – 8:30 AM and bring your own tape.  He instructed participants to go 
down Boulder Hwy and turn on Major (after Ocean).  We are #28 in the parade lineup.  We will 
meet at Sunset Pizza on Boulder Hwy for lunch after the parade.

LAS VENTANA CAR SHOW - This will be held tentatively April 16 and will include food and 
music as in years’ past.  John Munoz, our host, will keep us informed as it gets closer.
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TEEN CHALLENGE CAR SHOW – Jeanie Prouty, our host, stated that the car show is also April 
16th and all should be able to make this event after the Las Ventana show.  This year the Teen 
challenge will be held at 1000 E. St. Lewis at the Trinity Church.

AUTO SWAP MEET – Thomas & Mack at 6 AM March 26th.  The admission fee is $10.  This is a 
huge event for car lovers as many needed parts can usually be found there.  There is a 
possibility of putting up a membership table.

ORCHARD PICNIC – This event is May 21, 2022 beginning at 11 AM.  Bring a guest(s) for free 
and introduce them to our club.  Our focus is on new members.  Bob Dierken is our host.  
Whichever member gets the most new recruits in the year 2022 will receive $100.00 
compliments of John Pendergast and John Munoz.  They will also get free dues for 2023.  Three 
recruits or more gets a recognition pin from National, too.

SHOW & SHINE – Bob Dierken, our host, said his goal is to get the $5000.00 for the scholarship 
fund from the show, which will be October 22, 2022.  The location is still to be determined.

Publications VP Fosco Picchi asked that all articles slated for the newsletter be sent to him a 
month ahead of time so he can plan the layout.  He is doing a fantastic job and hopefully you are 
all reading his newsletters.

Sunshine – John Pendergast reported that Joe Baudoin has finally had his kidney stones 
removed and is recovering.  Jared Overholtzer is now on crutches and recovering from surgery.  
Tom Rowlett is also recovering from a recent heart issue surgery.  And Fosco reported that Mary 
is doing somewhat better, too.  Best wishes for speedy recoveries to all.

Western Region Director Dion Stams reported that ballots to 
approve or disapprove new wording in certain by-laws will soon be 
emailed or mailed to each member.

New Business – Joe Provenza offered a Tech Tip in regards to 
misdiagnosing a car problem. Michael Middleton is a 35-year 
mechanic and a carburetor expert.  A note will be put in this 
newsletter in case you need his assistance.

The 50/50 split was won by John Munoz.

The next meeting will be April 7, 2022.

Motion to adjourn was made by Jeanie Prouty and seconded by 
Skip Yarema.  Motion passed and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Pendergast, Secretary
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Valley of Fire Tour - Saturday February 19th

 The day was gorgeous.  We couldn't have ordered up better weather.  It was kind of cool in the morning (great for 
older cars) and warmed up to about 65 by noon.  The crisp blue sky and the colorful rock formations made for 
some of the best car photo shots I have ever taken.  In all about 18 people showed up in 8 cars.  The caravan left 
out at 8am and it took about an hour and a half to 2 hours to make the trip to the Valley of Fire State Park from Las 
Vegas.  We went to several locations in the park and took numerous pictures of the cars from various angles.  The 
group was in the park for about 2 hours.  Afterward, at about noon, the group proceeded from the park and went 
about 10 miles to Overton, NV for lunch.  John Pendergast and Dennis Rutkoskie traded cars for the short trip to 
Overton.  John took Dennis' 1937 Buick Roadmaster and Dennis took John's 1982 Mercedes SL.  In Overton, the 
group had lunch at Criss Angles' restaurant; "Criss Angel's Breakfast, Lunch & Pizza" in Overton, NV.  The menu 
was loaded with a large variety of hamburger combinations and, of course, pizzas.  I ordered the Funmanburger.  
It was great with mushrooms and Swiss cheese.  The restaurant did a great job accommodating the club and in 
addition to excellent food, the service was first class.  Kudo's to Criss Angel!  All in all, the tour to Valley of Fire 
State Park was a tremendous success.             
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Photos by Joe Provenza & Danny Barnett
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Coming Activities
March 12th – St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Henderson.  Our host is Harry Ransom

April 3rd – 9th – Western National Tour in St. George.  

April 16th – Tentative: Car Show at Las Ventanas.  Our host is John Munoz.

April 16th - Teen Challenge (after Las Ventanas).  Our host is Jeanie Prouty

May 21st – Club Picnic at The Orchard.  Our host is Bob Dierken.

June 18th – Tentative:  A bus trip to the Petersen Museum and/or the Nethercutt Museum.  

July 17th – Pizza Run at Rosati’s.  Our host is Barbara Baudoin.

August 20th – Heinrich’s Car Collection Tour.  Our Host is Bob Dierken.

September 17th – Tuachan Tour and Show TBA.  Our host is Carla Adsit.

October 22nd – Tentative:  Show & Shine. Our host is Bob Dierken  

November 19th– Goffs’ Schoolhouse Tour.  Our host is Jeanie Prouty

December 3rd – Santa’s Electric Light Parade in Boulder City. Our host is Dion Stams

December – Christmas Party and Awards Banquet. Our host is Bob Dierken

Attention all participants in the March 12th Saint Patrick's Day Parade on Water Street in Henderson.  

The only way you can enter the staging area on the LDS church parking grounds is by driving west on Major Ave. 
from Boulder Hwy.  Major is two blocks south of the church.  You'll find Harry or an assistant Corvair club member 
posted there to give you the needed green square paper entry tag from one of them.  Affix this to the upper right 
hand corner of your windshield; bring your own tape! Then drive north on Water Street to where all the parade cars 
are gathering.
   
The green tags will be available from 8:00am to 8:45am.  If you arrive later you won't gain entry.
And remember, most of us will be going to Sunset Pizza for Italian food after the parade. This eatery is located two 
blocks south of the LDS church off Boulder Hwy at Greenwood.
Another reminder - green beer tastes a little better!
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TEEN CHALLENGE, SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 2022, 2:00 - 6:00 P.M.
TRINITY LIFE CENTER, 1000 EAST ST. LOUIS, LAS VEGAS, NV

History of Teen Challenge:

      Long before faith-based films became a regular feature of mainstream movie theaters, there was "The Cross 
and the Switchblade".   The film was made within the Hollywood system, yet was set apart by the Christian vision 
of its producers.   The film went on to become a worldwide ministry phenomenon and is among the early films that 
began a growing Christian film movement.

      "The Cross and the Switchblade" was based on the 1963 autobiography of the same name by David 
Wilkerson.   The film depicts the efforts of country preacher Wilkerson to bring change to the lives of gang 
members living, and dying, on the streets of New York City.   Among those whose lives were transformed was 
gang leader Nicky Cruz who went on to lead a decades-long outreach to gang members and other distressed 
young people.   

     Wilkerson's mission was to tell these young people that there was a better way through Jesus Christ.  
 Wilkerson's efforts resulted in the Times Square Church and the international ministries of Teen Challenge and 
World Challenge whose missions are to bring lasting change to individuals and communities.   Wilkerson's legacy 
was that lives can be transformed by love, grace, truth, and the message that no one is ever so far gone that they 
cannot find the way home.  

      The movie starred Pat Boone as Wilkerson and Eric Estrada as Nicky Cruz.   A second movie, "Run Baby Run" 
was based on Nicky Cruz' life.  

Submitted by:   Jeanie Prouty
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Editor’s Note
The story of the Super Hawk is one of evolution.  The basic engine and chassis design dates back to 
1951.  Studebaker was the first American independent to develop it’s own modern overhead valve V8.  
Initially of 232 cu in displacement, it evolved to a 259 in 1955 and then to a 289 in 1956. 

In the late 1950s Studebaker Packard corporation began a diversification program in hopes that other 
subsidiaries could carry the automotive division during tough years.  One of the acquisitions was 
supercharger maker Paxton Products.  In 1961 the president of Paxton Products was tapped to be the 
new President of Studebaker-Packard…Sherwood Egbert.  

Egbert was young and ambitious and wanted to change Studebaker’s image with an emphasis on 
performance.  Before his seat was even warm, he had directed his team to build a high performance car 
from what was available in the parts bin.  They stuffed Studebaker’s biggest motor into the compact Lark 
convertible and hardtop (predating Pontiac’s GTO by two years). The result, introduced for 1962 was the 
Lark Daytona.  

While the Daytona was being created Egbert engaged industrial designer Brook Stevens to see what he 
could do to update the aging Hawk…on a budget.  The car Stevens worked up on the old Starliner body 
(which dated back to 1953) featured a squared up roof line, a comprehensive cockpit and was re-
branded as the Gran Turismo Hawk.

Five weeks after taking the helm at Studebaker, Egbert re-established Studebaker’s contact with famed 
designer Raymond Loewy.  Loewy was given a “clean sheet” to design a new flagship sports car for 
Studebaker.  The result was the Avanti introduced for the 1963 model year.  The Avanti design was 
stunning and Egbert wanted it to go as good as it 
looked.

Paxton Products was then headed by race car 
promoter Andy Granatelli.  Granatelli quickly went to 
work adapting the Paxton unit to the 289 and also 
applying other performance modifications resulting in 
the “R-1” engine.  The supercharged “R-2” was 
essentially the same engine, but with a Paxton 
supercharger.

“The idea for the Studebaker Super Hawk was born at 
Bonneville in January 1963 when Andy Granatelli, put 
an R-2-powered GT Hawk through a series of high-
speed runs over the salt that netted a top speed of 
140.23 mph for the flying mile.  A similarly equipped 
Lark was recorded as turning in a respectable 132.04 
mph, and subsequently Studebaker decided to also 
market the Super Lark.

The Super package consisted of an R-Series engine, power disc brakes, heavy-duty shocks and springs, 
traction bars, rear anti-roll bar, twin-traction rear axle, tachometer, manifold pressure gauge, 160 mph 
speedo, and identification badges.  With the R-1 engine the price was $372, and with the supercharged 
R2 the price was $582.Bucket seats and front and rear safety belts were standard Hawk items.

Only 44 1963 R-2 Super Hawks were built.   An additional 46 built for 1964.

12



Car of the Month
H.B. & Norma Calder’s 1963 Studebaker R-2 Super Hawk

I can’t really pinpoint when Studebakers became such a strong influence on me.  I never was attracted to their 
styling.  Growing up I always considered Studebakers to be odd and unattractive cars.  Certainly, the 1950 bullet 
nose was an unusual car.  Also, Studebakers were “finney” and undersized compared to GM and Ford cars.  
However, as a teenager, I do remember a visitor telling me that he used to sneak his mother’s Hawk out to drag 
race, so they had performance capabilities that I didn’t appreciate at the time. 

I owned several cars before I happened to acquire a Studebaker.  I was captivated by a 1929 Commander 
Cabriolet which was for sale in Ohio.  I guess I was in my gangster-moonshine phase so I bit.  The 1929 
Studebaker was a beautiful and attention getting car.  It was great fun to drive a car that was almost a century old 
and to experience what motoring must have been like at the birth of the automobile.  It had three forward gears, 
but first gear was a creeper gear that must have had some use in the 20’s.  The brakes were mechanical, so it was 
a bit dangerous to drive, and prohibitive to drive on the freeway.

Purchasing our 1929 Studebaker Commander got us involved with the local Tumbleweeds chapter of the 
Studebaker Drivers Club and my interest in the history and styling of the Studebaker cars began to develop.  Over 
time I came to appreciate the Raymond Loewy European sport sedan styling of the early Studebaker Hawks.  Yet, 
I couldn’t love the fins.  

But, there was one Studebaker that I had always admired.  It was the Avanti sports coupe.  It came out when I was 
in High School – one always loves the car they could not afford in High School.  On a trip to the Auburn Cord 
Duesenberg meet in Auburn Indiana we became friends with Fritz, a local car guy, and we started talking about the 
Avanti and that led to each of us purchasing Avantis and vowing to travel Route 66 from Indiana to Las Vegas, 
which remains a future goal.  He is still working on his.
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Although I appreciated the early Studebaker Hawks I didn’t like the styling of the early models.  But, Studebaker 
ultimately came up with a model that I really did like.  The GT Hawks had much cleaner lines and a more 
sophisticated look.  I had had my eye on them for a while.  The styling of the GT Hawks became a bit of an 
obsession for me.  I guess it was because it reflected some of the elements of the Lincoln Continental.

The ’29 Commander was pretty, but it was only useful for parades.  So, it only came out for events in the southeast 
valley.  It was fun, but it was time to part with it, so Terry Prater helped me sell it to a collector in Germany.  The 
very next day, with the expectation of money in my pocket, I came across the Super Hawk and made an offer.

Norma was losing interest in the old cars.  Because of foot problems she had difficulty driving the stick shift cars, 
and she was happy that I had begun to sell off a few of them.  Yet, the Super Hawk caught her fancy, but only after 
it was unloaded from the transport.  Her initial reaction had been that it was an ugly banker’s car.  And because it 
has an automatic transmission that she can drive, she is in to cars again.  She has claimed it as “her car”.  
Perhaps Tom and Kathy Kunkle have a good idea to have his and her cars.  But, does that mean that she will be 
doing the oil changes and the detailing?  Probably not, but she is already thinking about what period-matching 
outfit she can sew to go with it.  I am thinking pedal pushers and bouffant hair.
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The Super Hawk bookends our 1963 Avanti R2.  The Hawk is red with a black interior; the Avanti is black with a 
red interior.  Both are powered by the Studebaker 289 cubic inch, supercharged engine.  In fact, the Hawk is 
badged as having the “Avanti” engine.  (picture).

It still needs some sorting out, and I have a talented mechanic to help me.  Cosmetically, it is in pretty good shape.  
And, it is all original (so far. . . . ).
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