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The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization
See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

July Birthdays

August Birthdays

Ron Holmes 7/10

MaryAnn Sandkuhl 8/3

Kay Wheeler 7/11

Danny Barnett 8/5

Bill Sandkuhl 7/27

Myra Leavitt 8/5
Jack Barnett 8/11

July Anniversaries

Clinton Miller 8/27

Joe & Barbara Baudoin 7/2

David Bouyea 8/29

Ray & Linda Waber 7/6
Richie & Sharon Clyne 7/7

August Anniversaries
Harry & Rita Ransom 8/15
Joe & Pam Provenza 8/24
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HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT - June 2021

General Membership Account:
Beginning Balance

$ 7891.82

Deposits:
Membership Renewals

$

65.00

50/50 June

$

55.00

Firelight Reservations

$ 924.00

Total Deposits:

$ 1044.00

Expenses:
VMCCA Membership Renewals

$

40.00

Western Region Memberships

$

3.00

H & J Trophies – Name Badges

$

14.09

Firelight Barn

$ 476.00

John Munoz - Firelight Refund

$

20.00

Total Expenses:

$ 553.09

ENDING BALANCE GENERAL

$ 8382.73

Western Region Account:
Beginning Balance

$ 2232.03

Deposits:
Memberships
Total Deposits:
ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION

$

3.00

$

3.00

$ 2241.03
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President’s Message
Can you believe we are over halfway through this year?
Hope everyone had a great 4th!!!!!!!
I want to start by thanking Nancy & Jerry Myers for
doing a great job of organizing and hosting the Firelight
Barn. Don’t be surprised if you get volunteered for other
activities. Also want thank all of the members that
attended.
The city is coming back to life; not as fast as I
would like, but it’s getting there. Orders are getting bigger
and more frequent and it’s really great to see traffic again.
Everyone thinks I’m crazy when I say how much I love
traffic, but I do.
Next up will be our annual Pizza Run. Barbara Baudoin will be hosting the event and I stress to you,
please email her or call so she can get an accurate head count. You can also email me and I will pass it on.
We are going to do Beatty Days on October 29 – 31. There will be more info in the next newsletter.
This is an extra activity for October.
I have been kicking the idea around in my head over the last couple of years. After reading About the
Texoma Chapter in the Touring Chronical working on a scholarship program, I think the High Rollers Chapter
needs to have our own scholarship program with the emphasis on McPherson College in McPherson, KS.
They offer a 4-year program in Auto Restoration. Almost everyone at the meeting raised their hand and wants
us to look into setting it up. So, we will start working on more information and getting the wheels turning. This is
really a great way to gain exposure and help someone who is pursuing a degree in auto restoration.
Before we left the meeting, I was approach by one of the members who was more then willing to chair
the committee and help with it. If you want more information about McPherson College, go online and click this
link and see what they have to offer. https://www.mcpherson.edu
Below is the story from McPherson College;
Throughout our liberal arts approach students are encouraged to explore their ideas, to learn through doing
and to make a difference in the world.
The Automotive Restoration Technology Program at McPherson College was established in 1976 through the
generosity and foresight of local entrepreneur Gaines H. “Smokey” Billue. His gift of over 125 classic and
antique cars provided initial funds for the program. Mr. Billue, the Templeton family and others contributed
toward the construction of Templeton Hall, which continues to serve as the home to the world-renowned
program.
In 1997 this unique automotive restoration program attracted the attention of classic car enthusiast Jay Leno
who established the Fred S. Duesenberg Scholarship and the Jay Leno Popular Mechanics scholarship. Both
scholarships continue to provide financial assistance to students interested in studying classic automotive
restoration. His involvement raised awareness of the program in the car collector community.
Today, with industry connections spanning the country and internship opportunities in a broad range of
automotive settings, McPherson College stands alone as the only school to provide a bachelor’s degree in
Restoration Technology.
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We have had members who have donated their vehicles to McPherson and the truck that comes to
mind belonged to Bob & Jan Swift. The truck was restored and driven in the Great American Race.
We will be having a Board Meeting to begin planning for next year and will discuss the scholarship program in
the near future.
In the meantime, we are looking for a new Secretary to be on the board. We have 2 members express interest
in the VP position. So, if you want to know more on the position please ask.
John Pendergast

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING – July 1, 2021
President John Pendergast called the meeting to order. The Pledge of Allegiance was led by
Past President John Munoz. Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call: All were
present with the exception of Activities VP Stephanie Ferazzi, Membership VP David Keetch,
Club Store Chair Karl Ferazzi, Telephone Chair Stacia Walker and Tour Master Tom Rowlett.
There were 29 members present including our newest member Todd Seibert and a guest; Pete
Vranes, Donny Warmus’ uncle.
President John Pendergast called for a motion to accept the minutes of the June meeting.
Anthony Adsit made the motion. It was seconded by Joe Baudoin. Motion passed.
President John Pendergast welcomed everybody to the meeting and introduced Todd and Pete.
He commented on the Firelight Barn Event, saying that Nancy and Jerry Myers did a great job
and that all who attended had a good time.
Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the June report, adding that the club was responsible for 4
adult tickets to the Firelight Event based on the number signed up and guaranteed to the
Firelight. She stated that, in the future, if an event requires a solid guaranteed number of
people to be charged, that we, as members do the right thing; cancel before the due date if
unable to attend or pay your ticket cost if you are a last-minute no-show. President John
Pendergast called for a motion to accept the report. Motion was made by Don Derr and
seconded by Joe Baudoin. Motion passed.
Barbara and Joe Baudoin are hosting the Pizza Run July 17th at Rosati’s on the corner of
Eastern and Warm Springs. The cost per person will be $5.00 and includes all you can eat
pizza, iced tea and soda. The event begins at 3:00 PM. Also we will be having a 50/50 drawing.
John Munoz is hosting a trip to the Mob Museum August 21st More information is included in
this publication.
Carla and Anthony Adsit, hosts for the Tuachan Tour, announced that those who are signed up
AND paid for, will meet September 25th at 9:00 AM at the corner of Las Vegas Boulevard and
the I-15. Further details will be forthcoming.
President John Pendergast presented a back-up plan for the October activity which was
supposed to be a chili cook-off at the Keetch home. In case that does not happen, a suggestion
to attend Beatty Days October 29 – November 1, 2021 was discussed with much interest
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apparent. John will get a host lined up for that event. (Stacia Walker will be hosting the event
per John P.)
President John Pendergast asked for volunteers to run for Secretary for 2022. Amazing how
silent a room full of people can be!
Western Region Director Dion Stams talked about the Cottonwood Tour being held November 7
– 13, 2021. This event is hosted by Malcolm Stinson, who says there are still about 30 spots
available for this Hub & Spoke tour. This means that the hotel is the hub from which each daily
tour leaves and returns to. Some of the tours planned are the Grand Canyon and Museums
with others as well. If you can, plan to attend as it is relatively close – about 300 miles,
according to Dion.
Currently, John Pendergast is looking for another new venue. If you have any ideas please talk
to John.
John also talked about the possibility of the High Rollers starting a scholarship fund with
McPherson College in Kansas as the focus. McPherson is an accredited 4-year institution that
awards a bachelor’s degree in auto restoration. He encouraged everyone to read the college’s
publication “The Flywheel”, in which the latest edition featured an article by one of the newest
graduates who landed his dream job in GM’s Interior Design Department. Members of the club
showed great interest in this project so the Board will be looking into it.
The 50/50 was won by Joan Saucier..
The next meeting will be August 5th, 2021.
Motion to adjourn was made by Anthony Adsit and seconded by Donny Warmus. Motion
passed and the meeting was adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Pendergast, Secretary

Upcoming Activities
July 17th - Pizza Run * Hosts: Joe & Barbara Baudoin
August 21 - Mob Museum * Host: John Munoz
September 25th - Tuachan Tour/Show * Hosts: Anthony & Carla Adsit
October - Chili Cook Off at David Keetch’s Home * Host: Karl & Stephanie Ferazzi
October 29 - 31 Beatty Days * Host Stacia Walker
November - VA Car Show * Jeanie Prouty
December - Electric Light Parade * Host: Dion Stams
December 11th - VMCCA Christmas Party Ahern Hotel * Bob Dierken & Danny Barnett
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FIRELIGHT BARN EVENT A SUCCESS
Well, we finally did it!!!!! The Firelight Barn High Roller event originally scheduled
on May 6, 2020, for a December 12, 2020, Christmas party finally happened on
June 19, 2021. Yes, we were able to finally have an event that was 408 days in the
making. That must be some kind of record.
We guaranteed thirty-four for dinner the evening of June 19, 2021. Unfortunately,
the heat caused most of us to leave our classic cars at home. JD and I got halfway
to the event when the Plymouth decided she wanted to go home and pitched a
hissy. We obeyed, thinking it was better to err on the side of caution than being
stuck on the side of the road in the heat without air conditioning. You know how
those old ladies are – cranky.
The event went smoothly. The best dressed Cowboy and Cowgirl Awards went to
Skip Yarema, herein after known as the rhinestone cowboy, and Joyce Burke who
looked really spiffy in her western ranch lady outfit. Congratulations guys.
Thank you for everyone who participated in this event to make it a success. See
you on the range.
Nancy and Jerry Myers
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Photos by Danny Barnett
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Editor’s Note: A Sunday morning with David Keetch
Affable, gregarious David Keetch was a founder of the Pontiac Oakland club in San Diego California and
charter member of the San Diego T-Bird club. He and Cindy were active in several Southern California
car clubs for many years. After moving to Las Vegas, David and Cindy joined our local VMCCA chapter
in October 2019. Sadly, Cindy passed this February from Covid-19.

In David’s basement (yes, he has a large finished basement!) there is a room filled with trophies and
awards his cars have earned over the decades. Pretty much every wall of Davids home and garage is
covered with automotive memorabilia. (Okay…a few rooms are decorated by Cindy’s eclectic
collections). Artifacts range from sentimental to the truly extraordinary and one-of-a-kind. Each
memento has a story that David is happy to share. One could easily spend the whole day exploring
David’s home and still be discovering things they missed.
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David’s main garage building isn’t just a place to park his cars…it’s a very pleasant place to hang out.
With comfortable chairs, oldies playing in the background, and surrounded by rich history. A place where
conversation flows easily and time melts away.

While preparing this article I spoke with David on the phone
from Illinois where he is attending the national Pontiac-Oakland
club meet. David brought a set of 4 eight lug wheels with him
that he had a hunch might be something special and that he
hoped to verify. Several years ago at The Big 3 swap meet in
San Diego, Cindy had been doing some scouting and found the
wheels for sale for $40. The story was that they came off a
Pontiac in a junk yard in the LA area. Cindy alerted David and
when he saw them he recognized that they were different from
the standard 8 lug wheels used on full size Pontiacs of the era.
He had a hunch…supported by a photo he had seen in a book
on GTOs, that they might have been prototype GTO wheels…
which were never put into production. At the national meet his
hunch was validated! He is now doing the paperwork to donate
them to the Pontiac-Oakland museum in Cindy’s honor!
Incidentally, the Pontiac museum is in Pontiac Illinois. However the museum recently received a
donation of a larger building…in Pontiac Michigan…and will soon be relocating.
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Car of the Month - David Keetch’s
1963 Bonneville Convertible

The car
1963 Pontiac Bonneville Convertible. 389 cubic inch, 303 horsepower.
Price new: $3568 ($31,388 in 2021 dollars)
Curb Weight: 3970 pounds.
23,459 Bonneville Convertibles were built for the 1963 model year.
A few years ago David had accumulated all the necessary components to add the optional Tri-Power
three carburetor setup which raised the horsepower to an advertised 348.
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The background
David and Cindy Keetch’s first date was a trip to check on a car at a restoration shop in Escondido CA.
That should tell you something about them from the start. In 1976, David already had a 1955
Thunderbird…which he still has today and will be featured in a future issue. He found our feature car
resting under a pepper tree in La Jolla and decide to buy it. On the way home, wondering how Cindy
would respond, he decided to announce that it was a birthday present for her. Brilliant!

However, Cindy’s enthusiasm caused concern about David’s planned restoration when she attached a
custom license plate frame proclaiming: “Cindy’s 1963 Bonneville”. The solution? Buy her another
Pontiac to drive…a 1962 Bonneville. Restoration of the Keetch’s Bonneville took five years. Their efforts
were immediately rewarded with numerous awards and coverage in several local and national
publications.

David has multiple choices of interesting vehicles, old and new, to drive including a 67 GTO a ’59
Bonneville, that 55 Thunderbird…and Cindy’s ‘62. But our featured car is pretty much reserved for show.
Keeping a car worthy of winning the highest awards at the most prestigious venues involves keeping
every nut, bolt, and screw polished. David’s ’63 not only has a car cover…but there’s an engine cover
too!

13

Topping it off.
How do you top an award winning pristine 1963 Pontiac Bonneville?

With a very rare option hardtop…that’s how! Produced by
a San Diego manufacturer in just 1962 and 1963 snug
fitting removable hardtops were made for GM convertibles
and were offered through General Motors dealerships at a
cost of $395-$435. ($3475 - $3827 in 2021) The hardtop
was featured on the front cover of the April 1962 edition of
Popular Mechanix: “Convertible owners can now give their
cars a dual personality” It is estimated that only about 5%
of buyers ordered these tops. Of the 23,549 ’63
Bonneville convertibles that works out to less than 1200.
As the cars wore out and went to their graves, most of the
tops probably went to the junk yards with them.

David found his his top in 1980 in a Hayward California junk yard sitting on a 55 gallon
drum. It was in perfect condition with the trim, rubber and glass intact and needing only a
repaint…and the price was ridiculously low to boot!
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David’s Bonneville has been featured in many local and national publications and calendars over the
years…
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