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Board of Directors

President
John Pendergast
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Vice President
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Secretary
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Publications Vice President
Fosco Picchi

foscop@cox.net
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Judy Pendergast
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Membership Vice President
David Keetch
619-933-1683

Activities Vice President
Stephanie Ferrazi

702-465-0808

Past President
John Munoz

702-490-7811

Chairs & Volunteers
Historian/Photographer

Danny Barnett

Club Store
Karl Ferazzi

Sunshine Chair
Carla Adsit 702-561-2230

Western Region Director
Dion Stams

Telephone Committee Chair
Stacia Walker 702-600-9820  

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

June Birthdays

Jared Overholtzer  6/2

Dennis Rutkoskie  6/5

Donny Warmus  6/7

Anthony Adsit 6/10

Bobi Spangrud  6/10

Doug Wheeler 6/11

Norma Calder 6/12

Charles Benson 6/15

Nancy Myers  6/18

Paul Rolland  6/24

Ann Macmillan 6/24

Vicci Mason  6/30

June Anniversaries

Don & Lois Derr  6/15

Doug & Kay Wheeler  6/26

July Birthdays

Ron Holmes  7/10

Kay Wheeler  7/11

Bill Sandkuhl  7/27

July Anniversaries

Joe & Barbara Baudoin  7/2

Ray & Linda Waber  7/6

Richie & Sharon Clyne  7/7
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HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT - May 2021

General Membership Account:

     Beginning Balance                      $ 8004.72

Deposits:

Membership Renewals $    65.00

50/50 May            $    50.00

50/50 Picnic $   158.00

Firelight Reservations $   152.00

Jack Barnett - Name Badge $      7.00

Total Deposits:            $  432.00

Expenses:

VMCCA Membership Renewals $     40.00

Copy Cat – Newsletters            $     24.96

Western Region Memberships $       3.00

H & J Trophies – Name Badges $       7.04

Fosco Picchi - Postage, Web Site $   199.00

Bob Dierken - Orchard Picnic $   270.90

Total Expenses: $    544.90

ENDING BALANCE GENERAL            $ 7891.82

Western Region Account:

    Beginning Balance           $ 2232.03

Deposits:

Memberships           $      3.00

Total Deposits:           $     3.00

ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION       $ 2238.03
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President’s Message

I want to start by thanking everyone for attending the 
Annual Club Picnic and especially thank Bob Dierken 
and Jen for a job well done.  At the same time, I just 
want to say that this is what belonging to any 
organization is all about.  Bob joined at the April 
meeting and jumped right in and volunteered to host 
the picnic. We would like to make this an annual 
event every May. 

I also want to thank Stacia Walker for volunteering to 
be Phone Committee Chair.

As everyone knows by now Nancy Myers, is hosting 
the Firelight Barn BBQ and show.  She has 

graciously taken the bull by the horns on such short notice and managed to round up quite a few 
folks.  So, if you haven’t signed up by now, please see, email or call Nancy.

Last meeting, I touched on hosting activities and what’s expected of a host. My focus this month will 
be membership.  While we socialize with other car enthusiasts it’s always important to ask a simple 
question of our brothers in the hobby; Would you like to join the High Rollers?   Here’s a few facts to 
help sell the chapter and our strong points. 

1) Always remember Veterans are free for the 1st year National and Local dues

2) Resto mods and street rods are allowed.  All vehicles 25 years and older

3) We are a 501c 7 not for profit Hobby Club 

4) If you recruit 3 members in a year your local dues are paid for the following year.  Also, 
    National will give an Ambassador PIN.

 5) We are a national touring club not a trailer queen club

Last but not least let’s welcome our newest member Abdel Rios and his wife Florentina. Thank to 
John Munoz for recruiting them.

See you at the Firelight Barn,

John Pendergast

Department of Corrections

Last month’s newsletter had the incorrect spelling for the guest at our meeting.  He is 
Jared Knecht…proprietor of Drive for Life automotive service, 1705 N. Decatur Blvd.  
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING – June 3, 2021

President John Pendergast called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was 
led by Past President John Munoz. Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call:  
All were present with the exception of Activities VP Stephanie Ferazzi, Membership VP 
David Keetch, Club Store Manager Karl Ferazzi and Tour Master Tom Rowlett.

There were 25 members present, including our newest member, Abdel Rios. 

President John Pendergast called for a motion to accept the minutes of the May 
meeting.  Anthony Adsit made the motion.  It was seconded by Joe Baudoin.  Motion 
passed.

President John Pendergast welcomed everybody to the meeting and introduced Abdel.  
President Pendergast stated that the picnic at the Orchard was a huge success and the 
membership voted to make it a yearly event in May.  He introduced Stacia Walker as 
our new Phone Committee Chair and asked for a volunteer to help make calls.  John, 
then thanked Nancy Myers for taking care of the Firelight Barn event coming up June 
19th.  He also called to mind the responsibilities of hosting an event even though it was 
discussed at the May meeting. 

Vice President John Munoz told us about the fire in his backyard which destroyed his 
fence and two sheds which were full of antique auto parts.  The fire was caused by wind 
and power lines.  He also said that the Western National Tour is being held in St. 
George, UT and he volunteered the High Rollers Chapter to help.  He said that the 
National is in need of an Activities VP, a Membership VP and a Vice President for the 
next two years.

Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the May Report.  President John Pendergast called for 
a motion to accept the report.  Motion was made by Carla Adsit and seconded by Joe 
Provenza.  Motion passed.

Nancy Myers is hosting the Firelight Barn Event on June 19th.  She said the count is at 
32 but we need 40.  You can send your reservation money to Nancy before June 12th.  
She said there will be prizes for the best dressed cowboy and cowgirl.

Barbara Baudoin will be hosting the annual Pizza Run in July.  Information will soon be 
available.

Carla Adsit will be hosting the Tuachan Tour scheduled for September 25, 2021.  The 
date has been changed due to the fact that there is a big event in St. George the 
weekend we had planned for and all hotel rooms are booked.  “Beauty and The Beast” 
is the featured show.  Money will have to be paid before or at the July Meeting in order 
for Carla to proceed with the ticket purchases.  The more people we have signed up to 
go the cheaper the show tickets will be.  Carla will have more information available 
soon.

Barbara Baudoin is hosting the Pizza Run July 17th at Rosati’s on the corner of Eastern 
and Warm Springs.  The cost per person will be $5.00 and includes all you can eat 
pizza, iced tea and soda.
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John Munoz is hosting a trip to the Mob Museum August 21st More information to come.

The club Christmas Party will be December 11th at the Ahern Hotel with Bob Dierken 
(Chair) and Danny Barnett hosting.

President John Pendergast talked about recruiting new members, especially veterans.  
Veterans are free for both local and national the first year.  Let them and everyone else 
know that we accept vehicles 25 years or older, that we are a 501-C7 Not for Profit 
Organization and that we are primarily a touring club.  Membership forms are available 
– ask John Pendergast.

VP John Munoz stated that it is acceptable to invite guests to participate in our club 
events and will be protected by our insurance.  Participation in national events requires 
membership.

Dion said to be aware of surprise when recruiting new members.  One stop at a gas 
station with his new Continental began a two-hour long discussion with a stranger who 
is now interested in joining our club.  So, Dion says, be open to “surprises”.

Phone Chair Stacia Walker says it makes her happy when people answer their phones 
to club calls.  The committee consists of Stacia, Harry Ransom and Betty Rowlett.

President John Pendergast asked for volunteers to run for Vice President for 2022.  
Danny Barnett offered to place his name on the ballot.

The 50/50 was won by Fosco Picchi.

The next meeting will be July 1, 2021. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Anthony Adsit and seconded by Gene Lemasters.  
Motion passed and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Pendergast, Secretary

Upcoming Activities 

June 19th - Firelight Barn Dinner & Show * Host: Nancy Myers  

July 17th - Pizza Run * Hosts: Joe & Barbara Baudoin 

August 21 - Mob Museum * Host: John Munoz 

September 25th - Tuachan Tour/Show * Hosts: Anthony & Carla Adsit 

October - Chili Cook Off at David Keetch’s Home * Host: Karl & Stephanie Ferazzi 

November - VA Car Show * Jeanie Prouty 

December - Electric Light Parade * Host: Dion Stams 

December 11th - VMCCA Christmas Party Ahern Hotel * Bob Dierken & Danny Barnett 
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The Orchard Picnic – May 15, 2021
Hello All Fellow Club Members.  As a new club member I want to thank you all for coming 
to the BBQ at the Ahern Orchard.  I couldn’t think of a better way to meet 41 of my new 
friends.  I enjoyed every moment of the day.  I look forward to doing it again next year.  
Again, thanks to you all for making it a special day.

Bob Dierken, Host
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Editor’s Note:

Old Car Enthusiasts tend to think of the 1950s as a time of rising tail fins, panoramic windshields, 
and globs of chrome.  But a small and growing segment of the U.S. population was not 
enamored with this trend.  Their displeasure with Detroit’s lower, longer, wider trend was 
expressed in a gradual rise in Imported Cars.  

American independent car makers, unable to compete with the Big Three’s economy of scale, 
attempted to tap into this niche market.  Kaiser Frazer with the Henry J, Hudson with the Jet, 
Willys with the Aero, and Nash with the Rambler.  Only the Rambler succeeded.  Mostly that’s 
because Nash President George Mason realized that the market segment was going to be driven 
by families buying their first 2nd car.  That car would be purchased for, and selected by…the lady 
of the house.  And she definitely didn’t want a cheap car.  She wanted a car every bit as stylish 
as the family car… but in a smaller, more sensible package.  …which the Rambler… at least 
initially was.

By the mid 50s the growing import market had become too big to ignore and The Big Three 
began planning small cars of their own.  General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler all introduced 
“compacts” for the 1960 model year.   Ford’s Falcon was the most conventional…and was the 
best seller.  Chrysler’s Valiant with it’s “slant 6”, torsion bar suspension, and Virgil Exner styling…
was a little weird.  GM’s entry…the Chevrolet Corvair…was the least conventional with it’s rear 
mounted air cooled motor.  Was GM trying to out Volkswagen Volkswagen?

Studebaker for it’s part created a small car by lopping off overhang from their existing cars 
creating the Lark.  It’s what you do when you don’t have the money to develop something 
completely new.  The Lark actually sold pretty well as a smaller car with a full size interior.

But earlier in the 1950s, Studebaker came close to offering a true compact car that might have 
been a game changer…the Studebaker Z-87.  
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The Z-87 was actually developed by Porsche for Studebaker as it’s Type 542.  Few people 
outside of the Studebaker community (and not many in the Studebaker community) have even 
heard of the Z-87.  

The Z-87 prototype was a rear engined scaled down sedan with rear end styling reminiscent of 
the then current Studebaker line, and a rounded nose reminiscent of Porsches of the day.  It had 
4 wheel independent suspension and both air-cooled and water-cooled engines were developed.  

The prototype built by Porsche was shipped to South Bend Indiana for evaluation.  But 
Studebaker was in turmoil at the time and it wasn’t until early 1956 that the project got serious 
consideration for production.  Studebaker-Packard’s director of experimental engineering 
decided that the Z-87 was too European for the U.S. market and cancelled the program.

That engineer:…John Z. DeLorean!

Perhaps DeLorean was correct.  The Corvair didn’t generate the sales GM had hoped for.  But it 
did create a new niche market with the sporty Monza variant introduced in 1961.  With a 4 speed 
floor shift and bucket seats, the Monza caught the attention of the younger market as a sort of 
“poor man’s Porsche”.   Nearly half of all Corvair sales in 1961 were Monzas.   

I think it’s fair to say that today Corvairs are thought of more as an enthusiast’s car than a 
compact. 

Too European indeed!
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Car of the Month - Cora 

~ A SAGA OF MY METAL MISTRESS ~ 
Report By G. Harry Ransom 

   I was a freshman is high school in northeast New Jersey when I started reading about a radical 
new car being developed by General Motors in 1955.  It was small, had independent suspension, 
and a rear mounted engine. Huh?  Oh, like a VW "Bug;" okay.  The artist's renderings depicted a 
body that was definitely different.  Did I like this Corvair concept? I wasn't sure.  
   Let's skip a few years and pause in 1961 where I was arduously trying to survive my sophomore 
endeavors in undergrad college when lo-and-behold my friend Ray pulls up in a brand new '61 
Monza coupe.  It was Arctic White with a radioactive red interior.  "Zowie" but that's a cool ride.  
"Hop in" he says and we zip over to the empty part of a school parking lot.  He proceeds to 
prudently demonstrate the handling characteristics that just didn't exist in a full sized sedan or 
wagon.  I was impressed.  My '56 Chevy convertible had its agility limitations just from changing 
lanes in any application of a spirited manner!  Plus, that "warmed over" 265 V-8 couldn't even 
dream about 26 m.p.g.  Hell, gas was $.24/9 gallon! 
    
Fast forward to 1965 where I now have a wife who's putt-putting around in a '61 
Renault Dauphine that she bought new in '61 for a dollar a pound; really.  Maybe I should say 1400 
"pound(s) of flesh?" Anyway, those Franco ounces (kilograms?) were rusting off at an alarming 
rate.  What to do?  As a first year high school teacher I wasn't awash in dinero.  Many new cars I 
liked were lounging in the $3,000.00 to $4,000.00 price range.  Egads.  
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At this time, I was offering my skills (minimal) as a 
volunteer (read slave laborer) at a local Texaco station on 
weekends for the privilege of occasional usage of one of the 
overhead hoists.  Plus, it was just a cool place to hang out.   
     
Well sir, a solution to my spousal transportation dilemma simply fell into my lap! 
The station owner inherited a '62 Corvair Monza Coupe when the car's owner couldn't pay his bill.  
He offered it to me for $275.00.  "Does a one legged duck swim in a circle?"  Actually, that 
transaction was rather typical for the times.  Used cars (excluding the occasional Rolls-Royce) just 
didn't demand a high return.   
    
My wife now purred around near and far for two trouble free years.  Yea.  Well, 
at least until a confrontation with a Ford Country Squire wagon on icy conditions totaled the little 
turquoise coupe. 

    
Now what?  No hesitation on her 
part.  She wanted another Monza like 
the last.  So, a '64 coupe filled the bill 
for seven years until 1973 when we 
traded it in for a new Nova coupe.  
Hey, the dealer "graced" us $75.oo 
for our 99K mile trade.  I still stayed 
active with the local  N.J. Corvair 
group and then the Tucson gang 
through the mid 80s; but, mainly for 
social reasons.  However, my 
automotive interests morphed and 
evolved and I shifted gears towards 
devoting my time to photography of 
show cars, NASCAR, and drag 
racing.  
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From 1973 on, the family "work horse" cars were a series of station wagons and mini vans.  They 
were great, and performed as designed.  I still respect, admire, and continue to drive these efficient 
vehicles today.  But - - - - - - ho hum. 
    
We now switch to 2008 Las Vegas in the 21st. century.  I attend a local car show.  "Holy air cooled 
engine Batman!" The local Corvair club is in attendance and I become mesmerized.  The memories 
flood back in.  I'm an easy mark - I join this 
august group of eccentric but honest souls.  Over the next year I conservatively start browsing the 
Internet to review the ads for these little Chevys that are offered for sale.  Hmmmmm.  Prices seen 
to be quite attractive.  In 2010 I would turn 70.  My wife asks me what present I want to celebrate 
such a milestone.  Really? The rest as they say, is history! 

   I met Cora at an on-line 
dating service.  It should have 
been called Craig's Lust!  
There she was, all polished 
and glistening.  Oh my but 
Chevrolet had 
produced a sleek Corvair 
Monza Sport Sedan; no "B" 
pillars for this ride.  And no, 
it's not a four door Camaro! 
When we were first 
introduced she was a youthful 
43.  But now at 54 she seems 
more proud, more stalwart, 
and even more graceful for 
her 45,000 plus miles. 

    
Cora Vair (excuse the pun) was built in April of 1967 at the historic Willow 
Run assembly plant in Ypsilanti, Michigan.  This was in the same factory that built B-24 bombers 
(one every 55 minutes) during World War II.  She was born with a rare and unique pedigree being 
one of only two 1967 Monzas possessing a factory applied two-tone paint scheme; Arctic White over 
Nantucket Blue.  Her other options included white sidewalls, the 110 h.p. engine, Powerglide 
automatic transmission, Corvette style luggage rack (dealer installed) and an AM radio.  Her 13" 
mag style wheel covers have since been replaced with chromed 15" Chevrolet Rallye II slotted rims 
and wider tires. 
     
I am Cora's fourth owner.  She started her service in North Carolina, moved to Virginia, than 
relocated to central Pennsylvania where I found her in 2010.  After we decided to "tie the knot" she 
did in fact become my 70th birthday present!  Thank 
you Craig, and my wife Rita. 
     
Her previous owner (for 15 years) prepped her flanks in 2002 in his garage.  Her sultry blue body 
(professionally sprayed) still reflects my aging silhouette with acceptable luster.  The contrasting 
white roof displays original paint! 
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Because I do drive Cora on a regular basis, she has absorbed her share of minor battle scar nicks, 
chips, and scratches.  However, you have to look closely to spot them. 
     
Over her half century life span she has received some upgrades.  Her ignition is now electronic, 
pointless, and hidden.  The passenger side front door now sports an outside mirror.  A period 
correct Chevrolet compass adorns the inside mirror while halogen seal beams now light the way at 
night.  A center console provides storage and cup holders.  Some select chromed and powder coated 
items add sparkle to the engine compartment.  Her cast finned engine oil pan now holds six quarts 
of synthetic blend.  Her Powerglide transmission also sports a cast and finned oil pan along with an 
actual drain plug!   Many wires are now shielded and/or color coded with plastic corrugated split 
tubing.  Ms. Vair's spare tire (new of course) sports a Monza wheel cover as it languishes correctly in 
the engine bay. 

     
Cora's certainly not Concourse 
perfect, but she lives in the far 
outskirts of that neighborhood 
evaluation.  She's been featured 
in a movie and in a segment of 
the Discovery Channel's special 
series about contested wills.  This 
compact car's most recent high 
millage tour involved journeying 
to the large Corvair convention in 
Palm Springs, California.  Nope, 
no trailers involved here, but 530 
new miles were recorded on her 
odometer.                                               
     

Cora Vair's family lineage has been 
heavily and incorrectly maligned and 
misunderstood.  Humble?  Yes.  
Superior?  In some ways.  An American 
original?  You bet.  Just witness the 
chagrin of 500 h.p. Corvette owners when 
any late model 'Vair shows up at their 
pylon autocross competitions.  Those 
dastardly little air cooled "family" cars 
really handle!  In the realm of classic 
cars, Corvairs can often offer the most 
bang for the buck.  But, mine IS NOT for 
sale.  Well, for six figures, maybe??? 
     
Lest we forget, Ralph Nader never had a 
driver's license! 

- - - - Happy motoring, Dirty Harry 
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