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Board of Directors

President
John Pendergast

702-523-2940

Vice President
John Munoz

702-490-7811

Secretary
Judy Pendergast

jpjmarketing@earthlink.net

Publications Vice President
Fosco Picchi

foscop@cox.net

Treasurer
Judy Pendergast

jpjmarketing@earthlink.net

Membership Vice President
David Keetch
619-933-1683

Activities Vice President
Stephanie Ferrazi

702-465-0808

Past President
John Munoz

702-490-7811

Chairs & Volunteers
Historian/Photographer

Danny Barnett

Club Store
Karl Ferazzi

Sunshine Chair
Carla Adsit 702-561-2230

Western Region Director
Dion Stams

Telephone Committee Chair
Harry Ransom 702-395-6992  

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

  

  April Birthdays
  Frank Wilcox  4/9
  Stacia Walker  4/9
  Sue Struve  4/23
  Don Derr  4/24
  Skip Yamera  4/25

April Anniversaries
Tom & Betty Rowlett  4/15
Bill & Mary Ann Sandkuhl  4/26

May Birthdays
Mary Picchi  5/2

Greg Munoz  5/13
Sally McClary  5/15

Harry Ransom  5/16
Max Miller  5/18

Addie Lemasters  5/21

May Anniversaries
       Fosco & Mary Picchi  5/2
       Steve & Sue Struve  5/13  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President’s Message

What a great way to start the new year.  Just in the 1st 
quarter we have 4 new members, Bob Dierken being 
the latest. Let’s give Danny a big hand for twisting 
Bob’s arm off. You know how I work when recruiting so 
twisting an arm isn’t that bad.

The town is starting to open up and things are looking 
up. Let’s hope everyone that needs to be vaccinated 
does so we can keep these numbers somewhat stable 
and keep moving forward. With that said, we had our 
1st quarter Board meeting at the end of March. We 
discussed and laid out the rest of the year’s activities. 
There is a list of all of them within the newsletter. 

I’d Like to thank Barbara Baudoin for hosting the Chloride Tour and everyone who attended. Denny 
drove his Model A, which is set up with AC and cruises at 55 and doesn’t mis a beat. We led the way 
down there and it was quite a sight looking in the review mirror and seeing the lineup of cars. From 
street rods to newer drivers and sticking up so proudly in the middle a Model A. 

Our next tour is a drive out to Indian Springs on April 17th where we will be having lunch at Bob’s Big 
Boy, hosted by Carla and Anthony. Look for details within. From looking at the pictures it’s a big 
improvement for Indian Springs. Afterwards some of us will take the drive over the hill to Cold Creek. 
For those of you who never have been too cold creek, it’s a bedroom community nestled back into the 
Spring Mtn range.

May 15th we will be staying local and hosting a picnic at the Ahern Orchard located at the corner of 
W. Bonanza and Clarkway Drive. It’s right across the street from the Ahern garages. We will have 
more details at the May meeting. Our newest member Bob Dierken has volunteered to host the 
gathering.

With the great line up we have laid out for the year the board has decided to move the meeting 
location after much discussion with the membership and the polling Dion did.  It’s unanimous. We will 
be moving. The new meeting place is the Town Center Lounge II. We need everyone to pay attention 
to the location because there’s two Town Center Lounges. We had a chance to move the meeting 
night, but it’s not conducive to our schedules so, we will still be meeting the 1st Thursday of the 
month. May 6th is the next meeting. Town Center Lounge II is located on the NW Corner of Cheyenne 
and Simmons @ 2992 W. Cheyenne Ave or the north boundary to the NLV Airport.  We will be 
sending out email reminders throughout the month. The acoustics are better and the food is cheaper. 
For instance, you can have a drink and a half pound burger for less than  $12.00. I hope all the hype 
is worth it and everyone gets out and attends a meeting. 

See you At Bob’s Big Boy,

John P. 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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

April 1, 2021 

President John Pendergast called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Past 
President John Munoz. Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call:  All were present with the 
exception of Publications VP/Web Master Fosco Picchi, Telephone Chair Harry Ransom, Sunshine Chair 
Carla Adsit and Tour Master Tom Rowlett. 

There were 21 members present including our newest member Bob Dierken.  Welcome to the club. 

President John Pendergast called for a motion to accept the minutes of the March meeting. Stephanie 
Ferazzi made the motion.  It was seconded by Charles Benson.  Motion passed. 

President John Pendergast welcomed everybody.  He said Barbara Baudoin did a great job hosting the 
Chloride Tour even though Yesterday’s did not have chicken livers available.  It was a great day for a 
drive. 

President John Pendergast also talked about touring the test site in 2022.  He is in contact with a couple 
of bus companies.  Also, there is no clearance and/or background checks necessary at this time. It is 
necessary to plan for next year due to availability of tours.  He’ll keep us all posted. 

Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the March Report.  President John Pendergast called for a motion to 
accept the report.  Motion was made by Charles Benson and seconded by Jerry Myers.  Motion passed. 

Vice President John Munoz along with Western Region Director Dion Stams talked about the National’s 
”Road Ahead Initiative” which outlines ways to raise our membership by including restomods, modifieds 
and any other cars from 1996 and older.  Dion said the National is aiming at 40+ people but David 
Keetch said he thinks we need to go to those even younger.  According to John Munoz the club, as a 
whole, is losing 2% of its membership every year.  

Activity VP Stephanie Ferazzi passed around a list of planned activities for the rest of the year.  Hosts 
are needed for many of them and, thank you, we did snag a couple.  Everything is not stamped in 
concrete yet but we’re getting there.  This list can be found within this newsletter.  A couple of notes here: 

 The Chili Cookoff in October will be held at David Keetch’s home and will be in honor of his wife 
Cindy who recently passed away.  He says it is a chance to view her collections of dolls and bears and 
his collections of car “stuff”, too.  Something you won’t want to miss.  Stephanie Ferazzi will be hosting. 

 The picnic at the Orchard is May 15th.  The Orchard is part of the Ahern Properties and includes a 
building with tables and chairs indoors, a big commercial grill and restrooms.  If you aren’t familiar with 
the Orchard, it is really a growing orchard and the harvested fruits and vegetables there are used in the 
Ahern Hotel Restaurants and/or given to employees. 

 The plan for the 2021 Christmas Party (December 11th) is to hold it at the Ahern Hotel, another 
one of Ahern Properties.  This is formerly the “Lucky Dragon” and is located just off the strip on Sahara. 

 Stephanie asks everyone to think about hosting one of these events.  Just let her know and she 
will be happy to help you. 
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Club Store Keeper Karl Ferazzi announced that he has short sleeved options available now.  Freshen up 
your club apparel – see Karl. 

Western Region Director Dion Stams had nothing to report 
since the “Road Ahead Initiative” had already been discussed. 
But he took the moment to say that his newly acquired vehicle, 
a 1956 Continental was on display in the parking lot.  If you get 
the chance, check this beauty out.  It’s wonderful!  And 
extremely quiet when running. 

Old Business:  At the latest Board meeting a new venue for the club was discussed.  The Board met at 
the Town Center Lounge II at 2992 W. Cheyenne Ave. and Simmons.  The owner has given us a choice 
of days to hold meetings, a private room that is adequate with good acoustics and a full menu featuring 
pizzas, appetizers, wings & fingers, soups, ribs, Italian dinners, salads, burgers and sandwiches.  The 
Board had dinner and were happy with the service and the food.  Prices are fair and portions were 
abundant.  There was quite a bit of discussion; some for and some against.  The majority seemed to be 
in favor of making the move.  Therefore, the May meeting will be on Thursday, May 6, 2021 at the new 
location.  The phone committee will make sure everyone is informed ahead of time and emails will be 
sent out as well.  We’re going to give it a try so make sure you know where it is, when it is and have a 
plan of how to get there. 

The 50/50 drawing was won by Ann MacMillan. 

The next meeting will be May 6, 2021 at the Town Center Lounge II. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Charles Benson and seconded by Stephanie Ferazzi.  Motion passed 
and the meeting was adjourned.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Pendergast, Secretary 
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING – MARCH 25, 2021 

The meeting was held at the Town Center Lounge II (Cheyenne & Simmons) at 6:30 P. M.  Present were:  
President John Pendergast, VP/Past President John Munoz, Secretary/Treasurer Judy Pendergast, 
Activities VP Stephanie Ferazzi and Membership VP David Keetch.  Absent was Publication VP Fosco 
Picchi.  Quorum was met.  Also present was our Western Region Director Dion Stams.  

The meeting was held at the Town Center Lounge so the Board could check out the private meeting 
room available.  There is no fee charged for the room.  The menu is varied and prices are reasonable.  
Days of availability are open so we are not locked into the first Thursday of the month. After having 
dinner everyone agreed that the food was good, too.  This will be discussed with the general 
membership at the April 2021 meeting.

Judy Pendergast gave the Treasurer’s report:  The General Membership’s three CD’s and Western 
Region’s one CD have all rolled over for the next nine months as interest rates were not worth moving at 
the time of maturity.

As Secretary, Judy Pendergast announced that H & J Trophy has been sold but the new owners have 
retained our artwork and kept the prices the same for now.  ($7.00 per badge) An order for new members 
and replacements has been placed and will be ready by the next meeting.

VP John Munoz and Western Region Director Dion Stams brought up the Road Ahead Initiative for 
discussion.  This has been put forth by the National in order to build up interest and inclusion in the 
VMCCA.  It is aimed specifically at the younger people who choose to collect types of vehicles other than 
stock; like low riders, hot rods, muscle cars, rat rods, etc.  We need to come up with ways to attract the 
younger crowd so the VMCCA can keep up with the times and increase our membership.  Dion 
presented a printout of the initiative which we all looked through so we could become aware of what is 
being discussed.

It was also brought up that the Western Region needs to, again, reach out to other areas to start new 
chapters.  Reno and Pahrump were targeted and Dion will be formulating a plan of attack.  John 
Pendergast has a person in mind for Pahrump and will be working on recruiting him.

Activities:  

Stephanie Ferazzi discussed a possible Charity Run in honor of Cindy Keetch.  Cindy collected 
teddy bears, as well as other things, and David thought it would be nice if everybody donated a teddy 
bear for the run.  Stephanie will talk about this at the general meeting as to the time, place and structure 
of the event.

April 17, 2021:  Bob’s Big Boy lunch at Indian Springs with a side trip to Cold Creek afterwards.       
Hosted by Anthony and Carla Adsit.

April 24, 2021:  Las Ventana’s Car Show.  Hosted by John Munoz.

May 22, 2021:  Picnic at the Orchard – private venue of the Ahern Company with a building, tables 
and chairs, restrooms and a huge grill.  Please RSVP Bob Dierken by May 10th if 

you plan to attend.  No email…phone 702-858-4401.

June 19, 2021:  Firelight Barn Barbeque – dinner and show.

July 17, 2021:  Annual Pizza Run.  Hosted by Joe and Barbara Baudoin.

August 2021:  Mob Museum.  Hosted by John Munoz.
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September 2021:  Tuachan Tour.  Hosted by Anthony and Carla Adsit.

October 2021:  Chili Cook Off at David Keetch’s home.

November 2021:  VA Car Show.

December 2021:  Electric Light Parade.  Hosted by Dion Stams.

December 2021:  Christmas Party.  Possible venue – Ahern Hotel.

All events are not locked in as to dates, times and activities and/or availability of venues.  The 
general membership will be informed of all final decisions as soon as possible.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Pendergast, Secretary

Treasurer’s Reports 
February & March 2021 

 

“The Orchard” 
May 22nd Picnic Location 
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Lunch at Yesterday’s Chloride AZ
 3/20/21

Photos by Danny Barnett
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Coming Events:
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Editor’s Note

Old car folks love to talk about the one that got away.  We reminice over vehicles we once had and never 
should have sold.  Sometimes the regret begins even as the Bill of Sale is being signed.  With time we 
tend to remember the joy that car or truck brought us.  We forget the skinned knuckles and the time it 
broke down on the freeway in rush hour traffic.  “Yup…I sure wish I’d ‘ave hung onto her”

On rare occasions, we lament the loss of a wheeled friend that was taken from us too soon.  Such is the 
case of my 1977 Matador Barcelona.  

I admit it.  I am a closet fan of cars from the “Malaise Era”.  Those great Detroit dinosaurs with opera 
windows, faux burlwood trim, and battering ram bumpers (and a certain reputation for shoddy 
workmanship).  The last of the great big American cars. While the Europeans, and especially the 
Japanese, were showing Americans a better way forward, Detroit clung stubbornly to the bigger is better 
mantra.  

I have owned a few of these beasts over the years.  A 1973 Galaxie coupe, a 1977 Cougar Brougham, 
and the most garish of them all; a 1978 Toronado XS with folded glass wraparound backlight and 
crimson tuffted pillow interior.  The model name XS was truely apprapo.  

But the most pleasure I got from any car of that era…perhaps from any car period…came from driving 
my 1977 AMC Matador Barcelona coupe.  

To begin with, at $2000 in 2004, this car was 
a good deal.  It was rock soild (a real rarity 
in New England) and needing nothing.  I 
loved how it looked.  Yes, I know it’s a 
matter of taste.  But as the last independant, 
American Motors had to do things a little 
different…sometimes a little weird… to give 
customers a reason to buy one of their cars.  
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The Matador coupe, introduced in 1974, didn’t share 
any sheet metal with the Matador sedans and 
wagons.  And it didn’t share styling with anything on 
the planet.  I liked that.  These cars actually made 5 
mph bumpers look good!  

The interior was very inviting with wide-butt seats and 
cheery bright colors.  There was lots of room…in the 
front anyway.  Who cares about the back seat?  So 
long as my dog is comfortable back there.  I come 
from the era when you either drove or rode shotgun.  
No one ever sat in the back seat.

But the real joy of that Matador was the driving 
experience.  With my foot connected to that big 360 V8 (5.9 L for you young folks), and power steering 
that required a single finger to deftly manuever 4000 lbs.   These cars were 209 inches long…but had 
wheelbase of only 114 inches.  That’s 8 feet of overhang!  The illusion was that you were turning a ship in 
a swimming pool.  

Unfortunately this tale does not have a happy ending.  On July 22nd 2005, my Matador was gored at an 
interesection by a 80s Chevrolet C/K with a plow frame.  I don’t normally cry over bent steel.  But this 
was an exception.  

I had not laid eyes on a Matador coupe since moving to Las Vegas in 2013…until Larry Daum showed up 
at the SouthPoint car show driving his 1974 Matador X.  Larry is a certifiable AMC nut, and all around 
orphan car history buff.  He is also one of our newest VMCCA members.  If there are any gnawing 
American Motors, Nash or Hudson questions keeping you up at night (or that Danny Barnett hasn’t 
already answered) …just ask Larry.  

So when you see this awesome survivor of the Malaise Era at the next VMCCA activity…please walk 
over and welcome Larry.    

Fosco
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Car of the Month
Larry Daum’s 1974 AMC Matador Coupe

The first time I saw a 1974 Matador was at an AMC Dealership in Peoria, Illinois when they first came 
out.  I stopped off at the dealership on my way home after my college classes to look at the new Matador 
that day.  I liked the looks of the car.  But for most people the Matador coupe is a love it or hate style, 
similar to the late model  Dodge Chargers, Challengers & Chrysler 300s, you either you love the styling 
or you hate the styling.  Unfortunately since I was still in college and not yet employed I could not afford a 
new Matador Coupe at that time.  Not helpful at all was the insurance per month was more costly then 
the potential car payment!

But had I been able to order one back in the day I’d have order a Matador X coupe in paint code G-6 
Sienna Orange with trim code T-436Q Cinnamon (Tan) with console shift and front bucket seat and 401 
V-8. The 4 speed manual shift was not available, but one was converted at a dealership back in the day 
to four speed car.  I had to eventually settle for a 1975 Pacer X, I bought new instead due to insurance 
costs.

Fast forward almost 45 years and the Las Vegas AMC club is holding it’s annual AMC Family Car show 
in Boulder City and someone who, goes by the name of Ben has brought a Sienna Orange Matador X 
coupe with the tan interior and a black vinyl roof and even working air conditioning!  He has brought the 
car to the meet several years and it in pretty good shape too. So, in 2018 I was giving the car a pretty 
close inspection and I happen to ask him if he would be interested in selling me the car.  Ben gives be a 
reasonable price, for which I just have that amount set aside to buy another car at that time.  So, we work 
out a deal over the next few months and come to an agreement and I send him a cashier check.

Unfortunately for me, Ben lives near Boise Idaho, and by this time it still what pasts for winter or early 
spring in his part of the country.  I’m not real interested in trailering the car back to Pahrump in winter. 
Boise gets winter, Pahrump not so much.  Finally we agree to a date March 24,2019 and Ben offers to 
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bring the car part way down to Wells, NV about a third of the way from Boise, thus making it a two day 
trip instead of three days.  
So, we unload the Matador from his trailer to mine just 
as it starts to rain!  On my way south back to Pahrump it 
starts rain harder and finally, my worst fear comes true 
it starts to snow!

By the time I get to Ely, NV it is really snowing and I 
have to stop.  On Ben’s recommendation and because 
it hard to miss even in a snow storm I stop at the Hotel 
Nevada, built in 1931!  Ben told me to ask for the Jimmy 
Stewart room at the hotel.  Yes, Jimmy Stewart had 
slept there, and the room was decorated in Jimmy 
Stewart movie posters and PR photos plus antique 
furniture from before the hotel was built.  Interesting 
place to stay if your ever in Ely.  I it made home safely 
and put the car in my new garage with the rest of the 
fleet. 
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In five years of production only about 100,000 AMC Matador coupe in all models were built . The first 
year was the highest production with 62,269 built. The Matador X coupe like mine was AMCs answer to 
the Plymouth Road Runner, but too little and too late.  In 1974 Plymouth only sold about 11,000 Road 
Runners.  The Intermediate Muscle car was not a market AMC competed in with much success.  The 
1974 Matador X coupe had it own model number and is considered a last year Muscle Car although with 
out the performance of the prior muscle cars.  The Arab oil embargo of 1973 hurt sales of all  
intermediate cars.  My Matador X coupe was one of 3277 made with the 360 V-8 in either two or four 
barrel form. Only 315 Matador X coupes were made with the 401 V-8 with another 1482 Matador X 
coupe made with a 304 - 2 barrel engine. The six cylinder was not available in Matador X coupe.  

See the you tube video from The Corvette and Muscle car 
Nationals with Ross Petersons’ 1974 Matador X coupe 
prototype at  https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=JP6NKTcVLBs .  AMC made 427,124 cars for the 1974 
model year, but they had a 16 month model production year 
and made cars into November of 1974.  AMC was retooling 
the Lake Front body plant in Kenosha, Wisconsin to make 
the new for 1975 Pacer and was trying to avoid using 
catalytic converters that many cars were going to be 
required to use on the 1975 models. 

Larry Daum
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New Monthly Meeting Location: Town Center Lounge II
2992 W. Cheyenne.  At NE Corner of North Las Vegas Airport

Saturday April 17, 2021 is the ride to and lunch in Indian Springs, NV. 
We will meet at 10 am at the Sinclair gas station on the corner of Rainbow and Rancho. We will 
leave at 10:30. Our reservation is for noon. 6 to a table only.

Las Ventanas Car Show - Saturday April 24, 2021- 9am - 1:30 pm.
They will provide Coffee, Snacks, Entertainment and Lunch.
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