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Board of Directors

President
John Pendergast

702-523-2940

Vice President
John Munoz

702-490-7811

Secretary
Judy Pendergast

jpjmarketing@eathlink.net

Publications Vice President
Fosco Picchi

foscop@cox.net
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Judy Pendergast

jpjmarketing@eathlink.net

Membership Vice President
David Keetch
619-933-1683

Activities Vice President
Stephanie Ferrazi

702-465-0808
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John Munoz

702-490-7811

Chairs & Volunteers
Historian/Photographer

Danny Barnett

Club Store
Karl Ferazzi

Sunshine Chair
Carla Adsit 702-561-2230

Western Region Director
Dion Stams

Telephone Committee Chair
Harry Ransom 702-395-6992  

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

    
February Birthdays
Jackie Rutkoskie  2/3
Kaleb Munoz  2/7
David Keetch  2/9
Betty Rowlett  2/14
Lois Derr  2/15
Joe Baudoin  2/18
Richie Clyne  2/23

February Anniversary        
Dennis & Jackie Rutkoskie  2/21

  March Birthdays
  John Pendergast  3/5
  Cindy Keetch  3/6
  Steve Glazer  3/9
  Joe Provenza  3/11
  Tom Rowlett  3/13
  Stephanie Ferazzi  3/13
  Jimmie Saxton  3/29

March Anniversaries
John & Judy Pendergast  3/4
Ed & Joyce Burke  3/10
Charles & Barbara Benson  3/12  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President’s Message
I hope everyone finds themselves doing well. 

I want to start by welcoming our newest members, Bill & Mary Anne Sandkuhl. Also want to 
give Dave a big thanks for his effort in recruiting them. My understanding is that he has 2 or 3 
more in the pipeline.

Big thanks to Stephanie for her first activity of the year; The Dust-off Breakfast. It went off 
without a hitch. We had a good turn out and the hospitality was great. Thanks to all of our 
members who showed up driving their classic cars. It was like a mini car show. 

Also, while I’m in the thanking mood, I want to give Fosco a hand for doing a great job on the 
newsletter. We can’t thank you enough for all the work you are doing writing articles and 
putting the newsletter together. If you go to our website you will encounter The Car of The 
Month. If you are into it try out the Jig saw puzzle. It’s a good way of spending an hour in front 
of the computer.  

At the same time, I want everyone to remember that we are all volunteers; nobody gets 
paid to do any of this. So, when you’re being critical of someone just remember, without all of 
us, we wouldn’t exist. For those of you who are not on a committee or hold a position and 
have time to put forth you should really step up and get involved with hosting the tours. Every 
month we have a tour or a gathering somewhere. We need your input and also, we need your 
ideas. We will be putting together a list of activities for the year and will be looking for 
volunteers to host the various tours just like we do every year. I wish I had the answers to the 
ongoing epidemic, but it’s no joke.  We do have a problem and we must be cautious, but in 
the end, we can pull these tours and gatherings off with a little common sense. 

 This month we will be heading over the hump to 
Pahrump. Jeanie has volunteered to host the tour to the 
museum.  Almost everyone at the meeting signed up and 
I’m sure we will have a great turn out.  Please let us know 
if you are going so we have an accurate count. At the 
same time Charles & Barbara Benson have invited us over 
to their humble abode to have cake and coffee afterwards. 

Mark your calendar for March 20th.  We will be 
heading over to Chloride, AZ and having lunch at 
Yesterdays. If you are going let Stephanie Ferrazi or 
Barbara Baudoin know so we have an accurate head 
count. We don’t want Yesterday’s to run out of chicken 
livers. 

See you in Pahrump,

John Pendergast 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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

February 4, 2021 

President John Pendergast called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Past 
President Skip Yarema. Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call:  All were present with the 
exception of Vice President John Munoz, Membership VP David Keetch, Publications VP/Web Master 
Fosco Picchi, Store Manager Karl Ferazzi, Tour Master Tom Rowlett and Telephone Chair Harry 
Ransom. 

There were 24 members present. 
  
President John Pendergast called for a motion to accept the minutes of the January meeting. Anthony 
Adsit made the motion.  It was seconded by Stephanie Ferazzi.  Motion passed. 

President John Pendergast welcomed everybody and announced that it was going to be a short meeting. 

Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the January Report.  President John Pendergast called for a motion to 
accept the report.  Motion was made by Barbara Baudoin and seconded by Max Miller.  Motion passed. 

Secretary Judy Pendergast reported that Sallie McClarey was one of the winners of the National’s 
drawing for free membership in 2022.  Congratulations to Sallie. 
Activities VP Stephanie Ferazzi reported that the Dust-Off Breakfast was a very successful event.  She 
also stated that the Laps for Charity event was attended by 3 members.  See her writeup and photos in 
this newsletter.  Mesquite Mania has been postponed until April 15 – 18, 2021.  The Firelight Theatre 
event will be held on Father’s Day in June.  Stephanie is hoping that Norma Calder will continue as host. 

Jeanie Prouty has agreed to host a tour to the Pahrump Museum February 20, 2021.  This is a Saturday 
day and Jeanie will announce later as to the time and place we will meet.  Charles and Barbara Benson 
offered their home as a gathering place after we tour the museum for coffee and cake and socializing.   
We appreciate that offer. 

Stephanie announced that she is hoping for a tour to Chloride, AZ March 20, 2021.  Barbara Baudoin  
offered to host the event and make plans for lunch and activities. 

New Business:  President John Pendergast will be calling for a Board Meeting soon.  Time and place 
TBA. 

Old Business:  The Show & Shine has been postponed until 2022. 

The 50/50 drawing was won by Jeanie Prouty. 

The next meeting will be March 4, 2021 at Dean’s Place. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Anthony Adsit and seconded by Skip Yarema.  Motion passed and the 
meeting was adjourned. (Time:  7:30 PM) 
Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Pendergast, Secretary 
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 HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT 

January 2021

General Membership Account:

Beginning Balance                       $ 7979.26

Deposits:

Membership Renewals             $ 275.00

Total Deposits:                      $   275.00

Expenses:

VMCCA Membership Renewals $     80.00

Copy Cat – Newsletters           $     28.08

Western Region Memberships           $     18.00

Judy Pendergast – Office Supplies           $     42.00

Total Expenses:           $   168.08

ENDING BALANCE GENERAL           $ 8086.18

Western Region Account:

Beginning Balance             $2208.03

Deposits:

Memberships              $  18.00

Total Deposits:              $  18.00

ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION  $2226.03
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Dust-Off Breakfast 1/17/21
A good time was had by all on Sunday, January 17th at the Dust Off breakfast. Chef 
Mike and his team hosted a delicious breakfast and we could not have asked for 
more perfect weather. 22 members attended the event. 

Stephanie Ferazzi

Photos by Danny Barnett, John Munoz, and Dan Ricafort
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Coming Events:

Saturday February 20, Pahrump Valley Museum Tour: Host Jeanie Prouty
Coffee & Cake at Charles & Barbara Benson’s home afterwards

Saturday March 20, Lunch at Yesterdays in Chloride AZ: Host Barbara Baudoin.

Page 15 Crossword Puzzle Answers:
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SATURDAY FEBRUARY 20, 2021

TOUR TO THE PAHRUMP VALLEY MUSEUM AND HISTORICAL SOCIETY 

PAHRUMP, NEVADA

       The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA will be touring to the Pahrump Valley 
Museum and  Historical Society on Saturday, February 20, 2021.  We will meet at the 
Chevron Gas Station on the Blue Diamond Road.  The gas station  is located on the Blue 
Diamond Road/Highway 160 and West Charleston Boulevard/Highway 159 at the traffic 
light.   We will leave the gas station at 9:30 A.M. on Saturday, February 20, 2021, to drive 
to the museum.   

        The museum is located at 401  East Basin, Pahrump, telephone 775-751-1970.   The 
museum is open from 9:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M., Tuesday through Sunday.   

Eighteen (18) people signed up for this tour at the club's February 4, 2021, meeting.

Barbara and Charles Benson 
have graciously invited us to 
their home after we leave the 
museum.  They will be serving 
light refreshments.   (See the 
attached  map for driving 
directions from the museum to 
their home.)

If you have any questions, I can 
be contacted at 702-896-7622.  
 The best time to contact me is 
around 8:00 P.M. or 9:00 P.M. 
or any time thereafter.   You can 
call me during the day, if I'm 
there, I will answer the phone.

                                                
Submitted by Jeanie Prouty
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Editor’s Note

Today we call them Imports, but when I was a kid we called them foreign cars.

Our family’s first foreign car was a 1960 Borward Combi (that means station wagon).  It was an attractive 
and well built German car.  My mother ran it into a light pole ricocheting me off of the dashboard.  

Next up was a Renault Dauphine.  With the engine in back and 
only three lug nuts per wheel, it definitely was “strange & 
unfamiliar”.   It too didn’t last long.  

Being an Italian immigrant, my father then decide to buy a new 
FIAT.  It didn’t last very long either…nor did the FIAT that then 
replaced it.  

But when my stepfather entered the picture in the late 1960s, he 
brought a Volvo 122 into the family.  The Volvo was attractive, 
well built, and a bit less “foreign”.  

Growing up in New England at some point you either drove a Swedish car…or had a friend who did.  
Volvos and SAABs were ubiquitous.  SAABs were great in snow.  I had a neighbor who raced 3 cylinder 
SAABs on ice.  Volvos earned a reputation for being sturdy and safe and became the darling of Yuppies.  
I had no idea back then that Swedish cars weren’t even sold in some parts of the country.  

In the mid 1950s, Volvo and SAAB each took a stab at building a sports car.  Volvo the P1900 and SAAB 
the SAAB 94 (Sonett I).  Neither was a success.  Volvo built just 68 P1900s in 1956-57, while SAAB 
managed a meager six model 94s.  

But each would give it another try in the 60s.  SAAB with the Sonett 
II/Sonett III, and Volvo with the P1800.  While the Sonett looked 
“strange & unfamiliar’ (sorry Norma), the P1800 was a treat for the 
eyes.  SAAB would sell only 10,236 Sonetts between 1966 and 
1974.  But Volvo would have far greater success with the P1800 and 
it’s successor the P1800ES sport wagon.  A total of 47,484 were sold 
between 1961 and 1973.  

This month we are treated to a stunning example: Joe & Pam 
Provenza’s 1969 Volvo P1800.
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Car of the Month
Joe & Pam Provenza’s 1969 Volvo P1800

“I saw a P1800 for the first time when I was an adolescent kid riding my bicycle. I was totally infatuated 
with it parked on the street. At this time the car was featured on the TV series, “The Saint”. Fast forward 
38 years later to 2001 and I see this petite gray-haired lady standing next to a P1800 with a for sale sign on 
it. I never forgot the feeling it gave me the first time I saw one. 

The setting was at a Volvo club meeting 
in Ranco Cordorva, CA. I struck up a 
conversation with her and found out 
that although not the original owner, she 
owned the car for over 28 years. At the 
time the car had over 350,000 miles on 
it. She presented a detailed service 
record including replacing the engine 
after 200,000 miles. 

After a test drive I was sold on the car 
and agreed to her asking price. It was in 
complete original condition (except the 
engine). A few days later when we 
consummated the deal, she mentioned that she was looking for someone who would take care of the car 
and not make modifications to it. Of course, I promised I would. Then she asked how was I going to get 
the car to Las Vegas which is where I lived at the time. I told her I was going to drive it. At this, she 
bristled and immediately dropped the price by $500 if I would trailer it instead of driving it. It was obvious 
how attached she had become with the car. 
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Unfortunately, for the next sixteen years, my work 
caused me to drag the car from Las Vegas to Colorado 
Springs to Houston to Arkansas and finally back to Las 
Vegas. I was having to store the car at each location not 
really driving it much. 

I retired while living in Arkansas and it was then I had 
the time and money to restore the car from it’s “barn-
find” condition to fully restored. 

Ever since the restoration which was done in Arkansas, 
it has been a continuing work in progress. Most 
recently, I have sent the sun visors off to be rebuilt. I 
am a member of the Vintage Car Club here in Las 
Vegas and enjoy taking it to various car show 
functions.
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The P1800, although a two-seater, is not a sports car in the true sense. It does not have stellar handling or 
performance nor does it have much horsepower (only about 100). It is a touring car. It is low and difficult 
to get in and out of, but once in its very comfortable. With a four speed transmission with electric 
overdrive, it is a very nice highway cruiser.“

Marketed as a stylish touring car rather than a sports car, the P1800 became widely known when driven by 
future James Bond actor Roger Moore in the hit television series The Saint which aired from 1962-1969.
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As the pandemic rages, many of us have remained hunkered down…for a year!  

That’s resulted in us binge watching just about every series and movie on Netflix, Amazon 
Prime, etc.  With all new programming exhausted…we turned to watching The Classics.  

Then we moved to the not-so-classics.  

One film I recalled enjoying…45 years ago was Rafferty & The Gold Dust Twins.  A 
rambling budget comedy starring Alan Arkin, Sally Kellerman, and Mackenzie Phillips 
about an alcoholic DMV driving inspector kidnapped by a couple of free-spirited young 
girls…and driven to Las Vegas.   What could go wrong? 

It was fun, and funny to a then 18 year old.  So I wanted to see how it held up all these 
years on.  

Well, the film is still charming, although perhaps not quite as funny as it once was.  But 
what has happened in 45 years is that all the cars in the film have become antiques.

Particularly delightful is Rafferty’s totally beat up 1965 Mercury Parklane… a one 
(functioning) door, rusty scow with bald tires, loud exhaust, and a rag for a gas cap.  

By the final scene, you’ll have a renewed respect for the durability of old American iron.  
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