
Nuts & Notes Newsletter 

November 2020 

Our next two activites will be: 

The Joy to the Vets Car Show in Pahrump - Saturday December 5th 10am.

Holiday Pizza Run - Rosati’s Pizza - Sunday, December 6th 2pm.
 

Our next monthly meeting is Thursday January 7th at Dean’s Place.
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President
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jpjmarketing@eathlink.net
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Fosco Picchi

foscop@cox.net
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Judy Pendergast
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Membership Vice President
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619-933-1683

Activities Vice President
Stephanie Ferrazi

702-465-0808
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John Munoz

702-490-7811
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Danny Barnett
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Karl Ferazzi

Sunshine Chair
Carla Adsit 702-561-2230
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Dion Stams
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Harry Ransom 702-395-6992  

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

November Birthdays

Elizabeth Del Valle  11/12

Fosco Picchi  11/14

 Linda Waber  11/26

November Anniversaries

 Bruce & Bobi Spangrud  11/5

 Mitch & Barbara Spoor  11/17

 Anthony & Carla Adsit  11/17

December Birthdays

Emily Del Valle  12/2

Dr. Christopher Lo Frisco  12/5

Ralph Church  12/6

John Munoz  12/6

Bruce Spangrud  12/7

Pam Provenza  12/9

Dion Stams  12/9

Barbara Benson  12/13

                      Ruth Roland  12/13

                      Carla Adsit  12/14

                     Darlene Church  12/19

                      Jim Marsh 12/25

       December Anniversaries

       Jerry & Nancy Myers  12/1

       Sharon Noah  12/14

       Gene & Addie Lemasters  12/25

       H.B. & Norma Calder  12/27

       January Birthdays

       Jeanie Prouty  1/4

        H.B. Calder  1/9

          Joan Saucier  1/22

                      Jon Mason 1/22

                      Sandra Foster  1/26

                      Cyn Stevens  1/30
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President’s Message
Let’s start with welcoming our newest 
board members: Stephanie Ferrazi 
Activities VP & David Keetch Membership 
VP. I’m looking forward to working with 
both of you.

I want to thank all who have held various 
committee chairs and those who have 
served on the board through the years. 
Also, a special thank you to Danny who 
has held various board positions for the 
last 15 + years. Note: It’s probably longer. I 
didn’t have time to dig deeper.

I wish I could look into my crystal ball and 
know what’s coming down the road, but if 
we could, that would take all the fun out of 
it. Life is always exciting and challenging 
and in order to succeed in any 
environment we must set all things aside 
and move forward.

On the subject of membership renewals, 
we are off to good start we have a 3rd of 
the chapter membership renewed. Over 
the course of the next 5 weeks we should 
be getting everyone’s dues in so you can 
be included in the drawing for 3 paid 
memberships for 2022 that are being 
given away. Everyone needs to have their 
dues in before December 15th to 
participate in the drawing. If you are one of 
the lucky ones to receive the free 
membership the High Rollers will also 
include free membership for 2022. 

Just a reminder when recruiting new 
members; there’s free membership 
available to our Military Veteran’s for the 
1st year. If a member recruits 3 new 
members in a year they will receive an 

ambassador pin, one of which you can see 
pined to my hat. Just keep in mind there’s 
lots of new recruits out there. It’s just a 
matter of asking folks if they’re looking for 
a fun time touring. 

We will be doing double duty in December 
for activities so look for details within and 
in future emails.

January is the annual dust-off breakfast 
and I would like to see everyone at the 
breakfast. This will be our new Activities 
VP’s 1st gathering and we need to get out 
and show our gratitude. 

I hope everyone is doing well and all are 
healthy. In case We don’t see each other 
over the holidays I want to wish everyone 
a safe and happy holiday season. If you 
need anything please reach out and give 
us a call.  We are here for you. 

We will not be having a meeting in 
December. Our next meeting will be 
January 7th.  Hope to see everyone there. 

John Pendergast
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

November 5, 2020 

President John Pendergast called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Past President John Munoz.  Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call:  All were 
present with the exception of Publications VP/Web Master Fosco Picchi, and Phone Chair Harry 
Ransom. 

There were 26 members present.  

President John Pendergast called for a motion to accept the minutes of the October meeting. 
Anthony Adsit made the motion.  It was seconded by Jerry Myers.  Motion passed. 

President John Pendergast welcomed everybody, especially Joe Baudoin, who made his first 
meeting appearance since July.  John thanked Danny Barnett for all his years of volunteer 
service as a member of the board.  Danny stated that, even though he won’t be Membership VP, 
he will be available to help in any way he can.  John also thanked Jeanie Prouty for hosting the 
Pharanagat Tour and Danny, again, for setting up the pizza buffet in Alamo.  John announced 
that he hopes to hold a new board meeting in December.  There will be no general membership 
meeting in December. 

Vice President John Munoz said that he has been calling absent members and most are just 
staying home until they deem it safe. 
   
Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the October Report.  President John Pendergast called for a 
motion to accept the report.  Motion was made by Barbara Baudoin and seconded by Danny 
Barnet.  Motion passed. 

Secretary Judy Pendergast reminded everyone that it is time to pay your 2021 dues. 

Activities VP Tom Rowlett talked about The Valley of Fire Tour planned for November 14 with 
lunch at Sugars Restaurant in Overton.  Due to a lack of interest this has been cancelled.  There 
will not be an activity in November.  He also discussed a possible car show in Pahrump.  That 
seemed to spark some interest so Tom will gather the information and send it to Fosco for the 
newsletter.  This event will be held December 5, 2020.  We will also have a pizza party at 
Rosati’s on December 6, 2020.  Barbara Baudoin will host this event and Stephanie Ferazzi will 
coordinate with a possible gift exchange and an ugly sweater contest.  Further details will either 
be in the newsletter or sent out as an email.  Dion reported that the Santa’s Electric Light Parade 
has been cancelled.  Stephanie Ferazzi offered to host the DustOff Breakfast in January.  Dave 
and Cindy Keetch will NOT be hosting a Christmas Gathering December 12, 2020. 

Sunshine:  Carla Adsit reported that Cindy Keetch fell and broke her ankle.  She will not be able 
to be on it for 6-8 weeks.  That is why they had to cancel the Christmas Gathering.  Best wishes 
to Cindy. 
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Club Store:  Karl Ferazzi announced that the store is still open for business with sweatshirts 
available. 

Western Region Director Dion Stams reported that the new National website, VMCCA.ORG, is 
working well.  You can access the National Roster online, pay your dues, search old Bulb Horns 
for articles and much more. 

Old Business:  Secretary Judy Pendergast read off the nominees on the ballot for the board.  All 
were uncontested and President John Pendergast asked for a motion to accept the new board 
as stated on the ballot.  Barbara Baudoin made the motion.  It was seconded by Joe Provenza 
and passed by the membership.  Your new 2021 Board is as follows:  President – John 
Pendergast, Vice President – John Munoz, Secretary – Judy Pendergast, Treasurer – Judy 
Pendergast, Activities VP – Stephanie Ferazzi, Membership VP – David Keetch and Publications 
VP – Fosco Picchi. 

New Business:  Dion Stams won Best of Show award with his Ambassador at the AMC Rambler 
Meet in California. 

The 50/50 drawing was won by Joe Provenza, who promptly donated it back to the club.  Thank 
you Joe. 

The next meeting will be January 7, 2021 at Dean’s Place. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Anthony Adsit and seconded by Stephanie Ferazzi.  Motion 
passed and the meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Pendergast, Secretary 

A NOTE FROM THE SECRETARY-TREASURER

Please remember that your 2021 dues are to be paid by December 31, 2020.

Local dues are $25.00 and National dues are $40.00. 

You can pay your National dues online or you can pay me when you pay your local dues.  If you pay both to me, 
make your check out to High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA in the amount of $65.00.  If you pay your local dues 
only the amount is $25.00. 

Please send your dues to: 

 Judy Pendergast, Secretary/Treasurer 

 High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA 

 2545 Chandler Ave., Suite 26 

 Las Vegas, NV  89120 

Thank you for being prompt. We look forward to your continued membership. 

Judy Pendergast 
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HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER VMCCA, INC. 

YOUR 2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER VMCCA ARE DUE BY JANUARY           31 ,  2021.

PLEASE COMPLETE  THIS FORM AND RETURN  IT  WITH YOUR CHECK IN  THE AMOUNT OF $25.00
PAYABLE  TO  HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER.  PLEASE MAIL TO:

 
       

NAME_____________________________________________SPOUSE_________________________

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________________

CITY___________________________________STATE_____________ZIP_______________________

TELEPHONE  (H)_____________________________(W)_____________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS [optional]___________________________________________________________

CAR(S)_______________________________________________________________________________

VMCCA NATIONAL DUES CURRENT:_______YES ________NO
NOTE: NATIONAL DUES NOTICE INCLUDED WITH THE BULB HORN MAGAZINE

THE VINTAGE MOTOR CAR  CLUB OF AMERICA 
2021 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL* 

VMCCA membership covers the calendar year, starting January 1st –except for introductory 
half year memberships of $20.00 for first time VMCCA members that starts on July 1st.
Date:_____________________________

Name:_________________________________________Spouse:________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:_____________________________E-mail:_______________________________
Region: _X_Western Region   Chapter: _X_High Rollers Chapter VMCCA, Inc. 
Check one of the following.  Dues include member and spouse.
[   ]  One year United States Membership = $40.00 
[   ]  Student Membership for folks 18 – 25 = $12.00 
[   ]  Junior Members under age 18 = $5.00 – Names:____________________DOB__________
You may include with your High Rollers dues check or a separate check payable to VMCCA.

 Judy Pendergast, Secretary High Rollers Chapter VMCCA  2545 Chandler Ave., Suite 26, Las Vegas, NV  89120  

*VETERANS’ FIRST YEAR DUES ARE FREE.

*

*VETERANS’ FIRST YEAR DUES ARE FREE



HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT - OCTOBER 2020

                               General Membership Account:

                                             Beginning Balance                                                $ 8043.15

                                             Deposits:

                                                       50/50 October Meeting                                  $    43.00

                                                       Membership Renewalls                                 $  195.00                

                                              Total Deposits: $  238.00

                                              Expenses:

                                                        VMCCA Membership Renewals                   $ 120.00

                                                        Copy Cat Printing - October Newsletters      $   28.08

                                                       Copy Cat - Membership Brochures               $   39.05

                                                       Western Region Memberships                     $     9.00

                                                       John Munoz - Insurance                               $ 350.00

                                                       Sec. of State - Annual List of Officers           $   50.00

                                              Total Expenses: $ 596.13

                                              ENDING BALANCE GENERAL                           $ 7685.02

                                 Western Region Account:

                                              Beginning Balance                                               $ 2112.03

                                              Deposits:

                                                          Memberships                                            $     9.00

                                              Total Deposits                                                        $      9.00

                                              ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION           $ 2121.03

                                                                                                                     Submitted by:  Judy Pendergast, Treasurer  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Pahranagat 10/17/20 
Photos by Danny Barnett 
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For VMCCA Members planning to attend the 
“Joy to the Vets” car show
Saturday, December 5th…

We will meet up at Dean’s Place off of Blue Diamond 
Hiway and caravan out to Pahrump.  We will depart at 8am 

sharp.
———————————————————-

1958 !
In the fall of 1957, the new 1958 cars made their debut.  And so did I.  

American cars from 1958 get a lot of criticism for being overly garish and having questionable 
workmanship.  But I’m here to champion their cause.

1958 was a tumultuous year for the American auto industry.  To begin with, there was the Eisenhower 
Recession.  A short but deep economic downturn that coincided roughly with the 1958 model year.  US 
auto sales sank by 47% from 1957 totals.

The Hudson and Nash brands disappeared as American Motors focused on it’s more sensible Rambler 
brand.  Sales of Import cars (we called them foreign cars back then) were increasing… reflecting a 
change in consumer attitudes.  The Big Three were developing “compact” cars to compete.  But they 
wouldn’t arrive until 1960.

What DID arrive was Ford’s long awaited “E” car…The Edsel.  

The Edsel was conceived in the early 50s as Ford made plans for an all out assault on General Motors.  
GM had 5 brands…”a car for every purse and purpose”.  And beginning in 1955, Chrysler also offered 5 
brands.  Ford spun off the Continental brand in 1956 to compete at the top end, and envisioned the 
Edsel brand as filling the gap between Fords and Mercurys.  But in the five years it took to develop the 
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Edsel, Ford had expanded some models upmarket.  
Chevrolet and Plymouth did too.  The medium price field was 
being squeezed from above and below, and by the time the 
Edsel arrived, the mid price field was saturated.  

But it was that nose that sealed the Edsel’s fate.  Ford had 
wanted the Edsel to be “distinctive”.  And that it was.  Heavily 
sculpted and with a dramatic proboscis.  You could see an 
Edsel coming from a long way off!  It was a love it or hate it 
design.  A lot of people loved it.  

That was until the jokes began.  Apparently no one in Ford 
styling had noticed (or dared to mention to the boss) that the 
“Center Impact Ring” looked like a horse collar.  Or a toilet 
seat.  Or (my favorite) an Oldsmobile sucking on a lemon.  
Even those who loved the Edsel’s styling were not interested 
in buying a car that was the subject of ridicule. 

Edsel sales tanked and before the end of 1958 Ford executives 
made the decision to faze out the brand.  The name Edsel became 
synonymous with failure.  Of course today the Edsel has lots of 
fans…myself included (I’ve owned both a 58 Ranger and a 59 
Corsair).  

Ford and Chrysler had skipped the usual 3 year 
cycle for body styles and introduced new 
designs for 1957.  The new wider facias were 
designed to accommodate Quad Headlights.  
As the 1957s debuted, 12 states still did not 
allow quad headlights.  But in 1958, they were 
universally approved and nearly every new car 
had them.

Something else weird was going on.  GM had been 
caught off guard by Ford and Chrysler’s foregoing 
the traditional 3 year design cycle and introducing 
those all new bodies for 1957.  Then came a rumor 
from automotive spies: Chrysler planned to do it 
again for 1959!  General Motors was thrown into a 
tizzy.  The 1959 facelifts, well under development, 
were cancelled and a crash program was 
implemented to bring out all new designs for 1959.  
The end result of all this panic was that the 1958 
General Motors cars were One-Year Only 
Designs.  
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Automotive styling was evolving rapidly trying to keep pace 
with the public’s change in taste and priorities.  By the time 
the 1958 cars were 7 or 8 years old… in the mid 1960s, 
they looked positively ancient.  Chrome grills had been 
replaced by stamped stainless.  Wrap-around windshields 
and tailfins were gone.  

Most 1958s were unceremoniously scrapped.  Combine 
that with the relatively low production numbers and alleged 
quality issues and it’s little wonder how few 1958 cars have 
survive.  

But what was bad for business then, is good for collectors 
today.  Those grand chrome laden machines have become 
iconic symbols of  American optimism in the 1950s.  The 
Jet Age…The Atomic Age…The Space Age!   Their relative 
scarcity has only increased their value.  

Our Car of the Month for November is Ed & Joyce Burke’s 
1958 Oldsmobile.  From every angle, and in every detail, it 
proudly displays the mood of America in the mid 1950s 
when it was conceived.  

Most of us grew up with cars like this.  

But try to imagine what a young person today 
must think when they first set eyes upon a 
1958 Oldsmobile!

Fosco
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Car of the Month
Ed & Joyce Burke’s 1958 Oldsmobile Convertible

I had a 1958 Olds convertible as a 20 yr. old and wanted one pretty badly.  I restored a 58 2 door 
hardtop in 1991 but was yearning for the convertible.  We had several years of fun traveling with 
the hardtop before I found the convertible.  I picked up 8 parts cars while searching for the 
convertible.  I knew I would need lots of donors when or if I ever found the convertible.  

This Oldsmobile resided in a Wyoming junkyard for 
approximately 28 years. I purchased the 1958 Eighty-
Eight convertible in January 1999 from a man in 
Phoenix Arizona.  He had completely disassembled 
the car and then decided he could not restore it.  
When I picked the car up it took both my buddies and 
I two trucks and trailers for the car and extra parts to 
get it all home to California.  
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It took me 4 ½ years to complete the restoration. I did all but the paint, chrome and upholstery 
myself.  

The upholstery was a real struggle as it had never been reproduced for this car.  I found a guy in 
Nebraska who had a 1958 Olds convertible that had more “fabric” on his seats and doors.  He 
measured everything out for me and drew a pattern.  What a life saver!  I found an upholsterer in 
Oregon that had the right material but no dies.  He had the dies created from the pattern I sent him. 
Of course this all added to the cost of the upholstery job.  

There is no other car painted this color (Another long story).  Also this was the first 88 convertible 
interior to actually be reproduced.  I found several cars like mine but none had the original interior.   
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The car was finally finished and went to 
it’s first AACA meet in Morgan Hill 
California where it received a Junior 
award in August 2003.  It then received 
an AACA Senior Award in May 2004 at 
Carlsbad California. 

We were introduced to the VMCCA a few years ago by Greg Childs.  Greg and Debbie hosted an 
Oldsmobile tour in Billings Montana that we enjoyed immensely.  Greg suggested we would enjoy 
touring with the VMCCA club as well.  After retiring and moving to Henderson Nevada we joined 
the VMCCA local chapter (High Rollers).  We participated in our first VMCCA tour to Logan 
Utah.   

We had a great time and met lots of really nice people.  The car received the Award of Excellence 
at the VMCCA tour to Logan.  

Since then we have been to Squim, Washington & Show Low Arizona.  We enjoy driving our car 
on long tours and belong to different car clubs that afford us the opportunity to do that.  We have 
also driven the Olds to several Oldsmobile Club meets & tours. 

Ed Burke 
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