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Board of Directors 

President

John Pendergast
702-523-2940

Vice President

John Munoz
702-490-7811

Secretary

Judy Pendergast
jpjmarketing@eathlink.net

Publications Vice President

Fosco Picchi
foscop@cox.net

Treasurer

Judy Pendergast
jpjmarketing@eathlink.net

Membership Vice President

Danny Barnett
702-306-2708

Activities Vice President

Tom Rowlett
702-373-6151

Past President

John Munoz
702-490-7811

Chairs & Volunteers

Historian/Photographer

Danny Barnett

Club Store

Karl Ferazzi

Sunshine Chair

Carla Adsit 702-561-2230

Western Region Director

Dion Stams

Telephone Committee Chair

Harry Ransom 702-395-6992 

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com

September Birthdays

Jan Swift  9/6

Hartley Del Valle  9/7

Steve Struve  9/9

Lorraine Hanna  9/19

Barbara Holmes  9/22

Ray Waber  9/24

September Anniversaries

Bob & Jan Swift  9/7

Hartley & Elizabeth Del Valle  
9/10

October Birthdays

Barbara Baudoin  10/2

Bob Swift  10/4

Judy Pendergast  10/11

Gene Lemasters  10/18

Darryl Dudas  10/19

Jerry Myers 10/19

October Anniversaries

Paul & Ruth Rolland  10/1

Darryl Dudas & Cyn 
Stevens  10/7 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President’s Message
I want to start out by thanking everyone who made the trek up to 
the picnic this past month, and even with the fire restrictions, we 
seemed to make the cold hot dogs warm with the great fellowship 
that took place.  The cool fresh air at 8,300 ft was spectacular. 

I would like to thank two of our members for stepping up to be on 
the phone committee and relieving some of the others who have 
been on the committee for quite some time. Let’s welcome Cindy 
Keech and Betty Rowlett.  I will be looking for one more to join 
the group in the near future.  Also I want to thank all of you who 
have served on this committee over the years.  I remember back 
12 years ago when we joined the club and I was handed a list of 
names to call, then asked to be on the committee.  I thought 
What a PITA.  It’s got its challenges, but it gives new members a 
chance to get to know members.  

Also, in the process of filling in for nominating chairman I asked David Keech if he would 
handle Membership VP in the coming year and he graciously accepted.  

Unfortunately, this month we do not have an activity and everyone seemed to be okay with 
that.  With this said, and moving forward, we need your ideas for activities for next year. I  
really want to be more focused on our mission, keeping driving and touring in mind.  The 
activity doesn’t always have to be 50 miles out of town, but could be in town, if the venue isn’t 
closed.  We’re in interesting times, but when you think about it, we are a touring club and we 
generally take our own vehicles and gather where ever and then go home.  The social 
distancing issue shouldn’t be a factor if you’re wearing your MASK. 

I’m not big on discussing politics and social issues within club activities, but on another topic 
that will affect our hobby in the near future is the Autonomous Vehicle movement.  I found this 
article in Track and field and it really sheds light on the subject that we cherish as vintage car 
owners and hobbyist:  

The Future of Vintage Cars - How Self-Driving Technology ...

https://www.roadandtrack.com/car-culture/classic...

Jan 27, 2017 · What Tomorrow's Autonomous Vehicles Mean for Today's Collector Cars In a 
world where cars are self-driving and don't burn fossil fuels, who will want to buy your air-
cooled 911? By Jack Barutt.

We need your input for activities for next year.

John Pendergast
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

September 3, 2020 

President John Pendergast called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Past President Skip Yarema.  Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call:  All were 
present with the exception of Vice President John Munoz, Publications VP/Web Master Fosco 
Picchi, and Phone Chair Harry Ransom. 

There were 22 members present.  

President John Pendergast called for a motion to accept the minutes of the August meeting. 
Barbara Baudoin made the motion.  It was seconded by Jerry Myers.  Motion passed. 

President John Pendergast welcomed everybody. He announced that Betty Rowlett and Cindy 
Keetch have volunteered for the phone committee.  According to the committee there was a mix 
up of names to be called and the Chair has been asked to fix the glitch.  He also said that the 
picnic was a great event and everybody enjoyed the day, especially the weather. 

Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the August Report.  President John Pendergast called for a 
motion to accept the report.  Motion was made by Stephanie Ferazzi and seconded by Anthony 
Adsit.  Motion passed. 

Activities:   

Tom Rowlett stated that most car shows have been cancelled but the one at Callville Bay may 
still be on.  He will check on it. 

Jeanie Prouty is hosting the Pahranagat/Alamo Tour October 17.  We will be leaving from the 
Iron Skillet at 9 AM.  More information to follow. 

The Christmas Party at the Firelight Barn has been cancelled.  However, Dave and Cindy Keetch 
have offered their home for an informal holiday gathering.  More information to follow. 

Sunshine:   

Carla Adsit reported that her father, Joe Baudoin, is ready to be released to rehab.  He is 
definitely doing better. Way to go Joe!   

Joe Provenza reported that his first grandson was born last week. 

Club Store:   

Karl Ferazzi announced that the store is still open for business. 
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Western Region:  

Director Dion Stams reported that the Board of Governors Meeting in Phoenix, AZ, slated for 
February 2021 has been cancelled.  The BOG will be moved to 2022 and all awards will be 
suspended until then as well, with the exception of the longevity awards, which will be mailed to 
the recipients. 

Old Business:   

President John Pendergast stated that there is a need to set up guidelines for the upcoming 
2021 Show & Shine. 

New Business:   

A Board Meeting has been set for September 12, 2020 at the home of Dave and Cindy Keetch.  
Time is 3 PM.  

Danny Barnett announced that some of the Phil Maloof Car Collection will be up for viewing and 
sale from 9 AM Saturday, September 5, 2020. 

The 50/50 drawing was won by Danny Barnett. 

The next meeting will be October 1, 2020 at Dean’s Place. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Anthony Adsit and seconded by Jeanie Prouty.  Motion passed 
and meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Pendergast, Secretary 
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HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT

August 2020

      General Membership Account:

              Beginning Balance   $8685.07

              Deposits:                

           

              Total Deposits:           $     0.00

              Expenses:

                                  Sam’s Club - Picnic                     $   147.93 

                                  Copy Cat Printing Newsletters          $     31.20

              Total Expenses:          $   179.13

              ENDING BALANCE GENERAL          $ 8505.94

         Western Region Account:

              Beginning Balance          $ 2112.03

              ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION          $ 2112.03

                           Submitted by:  Judy Pendergast, Treasurer  

Coming Events 

October 17 - Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge Tour - Jeanie Prouty

December 5 – Parade of Lights - Dion Stams 

December 12 - Christmas Party & Awards Banquet - Cancelled 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Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge Tour - October 17, 2020

The car club is planning on going to the Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge in Alamo, Nevada, 
on Saturday, October 17, 2020.  We will leave from the Skillet Cafe at 9:00 A.M.  The Skillet Cafe 
is off I-15 and Speedway Blvd (at the race track).   The Refuge is about 90 miles from Las 
Vegas.   Once on I-15 we will go to U. S. Highway 93, turning north on Highway 93 to Alamo.  
 The Refuge is south of Alamo.
   
The Refuge consists of 5,382 acres, with the water for the two lakes and pond coming from the 
north from Crystal Springs and Ash Springs.   The Refuge is a critical resting and feeding area 
for migrating birds and is a year-round home to many birds and other wildlife, and, again, a 
layover stop for thousands of migrating birds in the Spring and Fall.   The Refuge is part of the 
Pacific Flyway, extending from Alaska and Canada to Mexico.   Some birds which can be seen 
are Canada geese, mallards, great blue herons, northern harriers, American kestrels, killdeer, 
great horned owls, loggerhead shrikes, red-winged blackbirds, horned larks, and verdin.   The 
park is, also, home to desert tortoises, coyotes, mule deer, kit foxes, bobcats, mountain lions, 
and beavers.
   
There are, also, historic sites to see, consisting of several rock art sites containing 
petroglyphs and pictographs of the Paiutes.   Pahranagat means Valley of Shining Water.
 
On the way to the Visitor Center  is Walden House, known as Petroglyph Cabin, built by pioneers 
around 1864.   The stone house is said to be one of the oldest standing structures in Lincoln 
County.   Unusual carvings on the stones  appear to be old cattle brands.   The Visitor Center 
features interactive exhibits and a 15-minute movie about the Refuge and access to some short 
nature trails.  The Visitor Center is usually open Thursdays through Sundays and can be reached 
at 775-725-3417 or visit FWS.gov/refuge/pahranagat.
   
There are more than nine miles of trails in the Refuge, and mountain biking is allowed on some 
of the trails.   Upper Pahranagat Lake has 15 free camp sites available on a first-come, first 
served basis.  There is a picnic table at each camp site, and fires are allowed on grills and in fire 
pits. 
  
The refuge/Alamo is at an elevation of 3,350 feet.   There is a small store  in Alamo for gas, food, 
and drinks.
   
The drive to Alamo is interesting and scenic.  This tour should be a fun, out-door activity.          

The Refuge is open 24 hours a day year round.  

If you have them, be sure to bring your binoculars.       

                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                    Submitted by:  Jeanie Prouty 
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High Rollers Picnic – August 16, 2020 – Mt. Charleston
It was a beautiful day for a picnic, well, at least up on Mt. Charleston.  The weather was perfect.   The 
only thing not perfect was the surprise closing of the grills at the sites; and the ban on grills of any kind, 
gas, charcoal or propane.  All the hamburgers had to sit on ice the entire day.  The Ranger who came to 
talk to us said the fire danger of that day was just too high to take a chance.  

But do you know that, if you are of a mind to do so, cold hot dogs are quite tasty?  Some members 
expressed concern and thought we should go elsewhere to picnic or go to a restaurant.  But the majority 
ruled;  We had plenty of food with the hot dogs, potato salad, chips, other salads, fruit and tons of 
desserts.  

So we stayed and had a great time.  After all this time, seeing friends and spending the day together, is 
worth more than a hamburger or a cooked hot dog.  Just ask any one of the twenty-seven people who 
attended this event, if it wasn’t a wonderful day.  

Thank you all for coming.         

John and Judy Pendergast, hosts.
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Photos by Danny Barnett
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Editor’s Note 

In the late 1950s, a horse power race was on.  However a small but growing segment of the car buying public was 
gravitating towards smaller, more sensible cars.  The sale of imports was rising and American Motors was enjoying 
success with its moderate sized Rambler.  

In 1960, the big three introduced their first “compact” cars.  The Chevrolet Corvair, the Valiant from Chrysler 
Coproration, and the Ford Falcon.  Each took a different approach.  The Corvair with its 6 cylinder horizonatlly 
opposed air cooled rear engine was the most radical.  The Falcon was the most conventional…a sort of scaled 
down big Ford.  Chrysler’s Valiant had odd, but appealing styling, torsion bar suspension, and it’s 6 cyliner engine 
was canted 30 degrees to the right for a lower profile.  The conservative Falcon was by far the best seller. 

In 1961 Chevrolet introduced a sporty version of the Corvair…the Monza.  

Was there a market for a car that was both small and sporty?  

The new Monza accounted for about half of Corvair sales in 1961. 

Others took notice.  Dodge’s version of the Valiant, the Lancer, began offering a GT model in 1962.  The Comet (a 
stretched and dessed up variant of the Falcon sold by Lincoln-Mercury dealers) introduce the S-22 sport package.  
And Chevrolet’s new Falcon fighter, the ultra-orthadox Chevy II introduced in 1962 had a sporty version named 
Nova.  Even Studebaker got into the game with it’s high performance Daytona version of the Lark.  

In 1964, Pontiac offered the “GTO” package which essentially shoehorned a big car engine…the 389…into the 
Pontiac Tempest.  In the spring of 1964, Ford debuted a sporty version of the Falcon…the Sprint.  The Sprint was 
the first Falcon to offer a V8 engine.  

Obviously there was a growing market for small sporty cars.

Plymouth made its move with the introduction of a sporty 
version of its Valiant…the Barracuda.  Unlike the offerings 
from other car companies, the Barracuda used a radically 
designed “fastback” body style.   The new Barracuda was 
introduced on April 1st 1964.  It was a stunning car and 
should have been a big hit for Chrysler.

Unfortunately for Plymouth, Ford introduced its sporty 
Mustang just two weeks later on April 16th!  The Mustang’s 
underpinnings were from the Falcon…but it’s well 
preportioned body was all new…and it was a smash hit.   

For 1965, Ford sold 518,000 Mustangs while Plymouth moved just 64,600 Barracudas…and the rest as they say is 
history.

Incidentally, the Mustang was not initially available as a fastback.  The Mustang 2+2 became available four months 
after the Mustang debut… in August 1964.  

One of those car buyers selecting the Barracuda in 1964 was Sue Tricher…known to us as High Rollers member 
Sue Struve.   Sue and Steve still have that Barracuda today!  It’s always a delight to find a car that has remained in 
one family for over 50 years.  It’s all the more special when it’s a car as beautiful and cool as the Stuve’s 
Barracuda.

Fosco
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Car of the Month
Steve & Sue Struve’s 1964 Plymouth Barracuda

The Struve family collector car is a 1964 Plymouth Barracuda. This 83,000 actual mile 
survivor was purchased NEW by Sue Trichler (before she became Sue Struve), in Dayton 
Ohio from Ungerleider Motor Company, during Sue’s Junior year of high school. It was 
Sue’s first car. She and her mother shared the driving duties for the first years of its life. It 
eventually became the Struve family car and was “inherited” by our son Daniel, who drove 
it to high school and to Community College, before leaving North Carolina to attend UNLV. 
The car has “lived” in numerous states and cities – Ohio, southern and northern 
California, Tucson Arizona, Concord North Carolina, and finally “retiring” to Las Vegas 
when we moved here fifteen years ago.
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During the years, there has been one repaint, one complete interior restoration, a couple of 
minor (and one MAJOR) accident repairs and lots of sweat equity in keeping it running. The 
‘Cuda has been shown in numerous AACA Car shows (mostly in North Carolina) and has 
participated in several tours. Everything on the car is original (or OEM) except the radio. The
tires are the correct Bias-ply tires from Coker Tire, but those will soon be replaced with Coker’s 
new Radial / Bias tire so the car drives easier on the open roads out west.

These were taken in 1992 while we 
were living in North Carolina.  There 
was a bunch of rework going on 
prior to repainting.  These were 
taken The car was 28 years old by 
then and had suffered the Ohio 
winters for a lot of its life.
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There are absolutely no plans to ever part with this vehicle, and the son and grandson are 
already awaiting their turns to own it.  There has been some additional work done in the last few 
years.  The new Radial tires have been added, etc. 

During a car show at Jim Marsh's Kia several years ago, Jim came by and admired the car.  I 
asked him if he had anyone who could work on the brake system and do a couple of other 
tweaks, and he sent over one of  the guys that work for him keeping his car collection running.  I 

turned the car over to them and 
asked if there was a way he could 
steam clean the engine while he was 
upgrading the brakes.  I didn't get the 
car back for two months.  When I did 
the engine compartment had been 
totally detailed out, including the 
decals and hose replacements. (The 
mechanic got a really nice tip from 
Sue for doing all of the extra work. - 
He also wanted first option to buy the 
car if we would ever decide to sell it!) 

 
We do not use the car much.  Partly because of our age (no power steering or brakes), partly 
because it is generally hot and uncomfortable to drive at certain times of the year (No A/C and a 
Black color, as well as sixties era plastic seat covers, etc.).  But, we'll keep it and we have 
garage space for it.  
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Old Car Identification Challenge (Harry’s Idea)
Answers on next page

Photos by Fosco Picchi
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1931 Buick 2-Door 
Rumble-Seat Coupe - 

Model 56-S 
Has been in the family since new. An original 
car that has had some restoration but is not 
over restored.  Looks and runs like a one or 
two-year-old, pampered car.  A solid, proven 
trophy winner.  Well above a #2 and a 90 
point plus car. First year for Buick’s straight 8 
engine and equipped with synchromesh 3-
speed manual transmission. This rare low 
mileage (38,800 original miles) fully restored 
car comes in beautiful Lorenzo-blue with 
Black fenders and running boards complete 
with golf bag compartment and many extras 
including original purchase documents, 
books and extra parts.  Sold as is – no 
warranty, buyer is responsible for vehicle 
pick up or delivery.

Priced at $32,000 OBO
Farrow Smith Jr
Inquiries to:  31Buick4sale@gmail.com   
Las Vegas, NV.  Photos available for 
serious inquiries only.

mailto:31Buick4sale@gmail.com
mailto:31Buick4sale@gmail.com


16


