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Board of Directors  

President

John Pendergast
702-523-2940

Vice President

John Munoz
702-490-7811

Secretary

Judy Pendergast
jpjmarketing@eathlink.net

Publications Vice President

Fosco Picchi
foscop@cox.net

Treasurer

Judy Pendergast
jpjmarketing@eathlink.net

Membership Vice President

Danny Barnett
702-306-2708

Activities Vice President

Tom Rowlett
702-373-6151

Past President

John Munoz
702-490-7811

Chairs & Volunteers

Historian/Photographer

Danny Barnett

Club Store

Karl Ferazzi

Sunshine Chair

Carla Adsit 702-561-2230

Western Region Director

Dion Stams

Telephone Committee Chair

Harry Ransom 702-395-6992  

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com 

August Birthdays

Danny Barnett  8/5

Jack Barnett  8/11

Julie Wilson  8/13

Steven Foster  8/15

Clinton Miller  8/27

David Bouyea  8/29

      August Anniversaries

Harry & Rita Ransom  8/15

Richard & Gay Scheen  8/20

Joe & Pam Provenza  8/24

September Birthdays

Jan Swift  9/6

Hartley Del Valle  9/7

Steve Struve  9/9

Lorraine Hanna  9/19

Barbara Holmes  9/22

Ray Waber  9/24

September Anniversaries

Bob & Jan Swift  9/7

Hartley & Elizabeth Del Valle  9/10
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President’s Message

I want to start by thanking everyone who continues to attend meetings and events. 
Though it’s not the big turn outs we have grown used to over the years, it’s greatly 
appreciated that you take the time out of your busy lives to attend the activities. We 
have had to make several adjustments to the rest of the year’s activities due to the 
everchanging environment as you know. 

I don’t know if this will be out in time for the weekend, but as you have heard, the picnic 
has a slight change to it. We will be in the same Foxtail area but instead of the pavilion 
we will be in the same site as we were 2 years ago. So, if you bring a cooler and want 
to make it easier on yourselves bring a dolly or something on wheels. It’s always a 
great time and though we might have a smaller group we will be there cooking and 
enjoying the great outdoors. 

The nominating committee needs a chair person to facilitate recruiting members that 
want to run for office. The elected positions are:

President, Vice President, Secretary, Treasurer, Activities, Newsletter and Membership  

Some of us have been on the board in the same position for years. It would be nice to 
see some fresh faces up here. After all that’s part of being involved in an organization.

I have had some of you express interest in being more active in the cub and this is 
your chance to be involved with the decision making and to know more about what’s 
going on behind the scenes to keep things going.

Jeanie has volunteered to host the tour for October.  We will be making a pleasant 
drive out I93 to the northeast of Las Vegas to Pahranagat National Wildlife Area.  We 
might have time for a late lunch in Alamo.  Alamo is located in Lincoln county and has a 
beautiful old train station and sits in a quaint old Nevada town. We generally drive 
through the area on the way to Ely and never stop. For those of you who have never 
seen Alamo I think it’s worth checking out. You might see an alien or two.

Joe Baudoin continues to improve and is on the mend.  The last I heard, he’s waiting 
for a bed at a rehab facility. Can’t believe everything you hear about this stuff. Hope 
everyone is doing ok and getting through this quarantine process. If you need to talk to 
anyone to break up the boredom please feel free to call us (the Board) anytime and 
we’ll be here for you. 

John Pendergast  
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING  

August 6, 2020 

President John Pendergast called the 
meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance 
was led by Past President John Munoz.  
Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the 
Roll Call:  All were present with the exception 
of Membership VP/Historian/Photographer 
Danny Barnett, Publications VP/Web Master 
Fosco Picchi, Sunshine Chair Carla Adsit and 
Phone Chair Harry Ransom. 

There were 15 members present. 
  
President John Pendergast called for a 
motion to accept the minutes of the July 
meeting. Betty Rowlett made the motion.  It 
was seconded by Stephanie Ferazzi.  Motion 
passed. 

President John Pendergast welcomed 
everybody and thanked us for being safe.  He 
announced the Pizza Run was a success 
even though the crowd was smaller than 
usual.  A volunteer for the 2021 Nominating 
Committee Chair was requested. 

Treasurer Judy Pendergast gave the July 
Report.  President John Pendergast called for 
a motion to accept the report.  Motion was 
made by Ron Holmes and seconded by 
Nancy Myers.  Motion passed. 

Vice President John Munoz announced that 
all National Officers have agreed to remain on 
the Board for the 2021 year.  He also said 
that the Cottonwood Tour has been cancelled 
as has the Glidden Tour.  The Muscle Car 
Tour and the BOG are both still on at this 
point. 

Activities:  The picnic will be held August, 16, 
2020 at the Fox Tail Picnic Area on Mt. 
Charleston.  We will meet there at 11 AM.  
Hamburgers, hot dogs, buns, condiments, 
potato salad, chips and utensils will be 
provided by the club, along with water and 
soda.  If you wish to bring an appetizer or 
dessert, that would be welcomed.  Also, bring 
your own chair if you wish to be comfortable 
and move around for shade. 

A possible event for September:  A car show 
in St. George and a tour of member Denny 
Rutkoskie’s car collection is in the works.  
Tom will have more information later. 

Beatty Days has been cancelled for 2020.  
Thanks to Stacia Walker for volunteering to 
host this event.  We will see what next year 
brings. 
  
Jeanie Prouty suggested a day tour to 
Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge would 
be good for October 17, 2020.  We would all 
meet the Iron Skillet by the Speedway at 9 
AM.  If you want to eat breakfast there come 
earlier so we are ready to leave at 9. 

Jeanie Prouty announced that the VA Car 
Show scheduled for November has also been 
cancelled. 

Tom Rowlett suggested a tour to see the Big 
Horn Sheep in the park in Boulder City for 
November. 

President John Pendergast said there has 
been talk of postponing the Christmas Party 
by Norma Calder, the host. 

Stephanie Ferazzi suggest we hold our 
regular meeting in December and just have a 
little social event without the big banquet.  
Maybe we could go to a parking lot with our 
classic cars on a Sunday afternoon.  More on 
this later. 
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Sunshine:  President John Pendergast 
announced that Joe Baudoin is off the 
ventilator and doing well.  He will be moved to 
a rehab facility as soon as a room is 
available.  John has talked to Joe and even 
though he is weak, he wants OUT! 

Barbara Spoor went to the hospital with an 
ulcer episode and while there it was 
discovered that she had blockages in her 
heart and underwent surgery to install stints.  
Mitch, meanwhile, suffered another heart 
attack and also wound up in the hospital 
having blockages attended to.  Wow! 
   
Our condolences are with Dick and Gay 
Scheen whose daughter passed away 
recently and unexpectedly. 

Western Region Director Dion Stams reported 
that he welcomes comments on the 
definitions of classifications for vehicles as he 
is working on documenting this for the 
National. 

The 50/50 drawing was won by Jerry Myers 
who donated a portion back to the club. 

The next meeting will be September 3, 2020 
at Dean’s Place. 

Motion to adjourn was made by Betty Rowlett 
and seconded by Max Miller.  Motion passed 
and meeting was adjourned. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Judy Pendergast, Secretary 
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HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER OF THE VMCCA TREASURER’S REPORT

July 2020

      General Membership Account:

              Beginning Balance   $7051.35

              Deposits:                

             50/50 July Meeting              33.00          
              50/50 Pizza Run                     37.00

              Total Deposits:           $     70.00

              Expenses:

                                  Rosati’s Pizzeria                                $   100.98 

                                  Copy Cat Printing Newsletters          $     23.40

              Total Expenses:          $   124.38

              ENDING BALANCE GENERAL          $ 6996.97

         Western Region Account:

              Beginning Balance          $ 2112.03

              ENDING BALANCE WESTERN REGION          $ 2112.03

                           Submitted by:  Judy Pendergast, Treasurer  

Coming Events 
August 16th (Sunday) – Picnic 

September 12-13 – Tuachan Tour - Carla and Anthony Adsit      Cancelled

October 17 - Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge Tour - Jeanie Prouty

November 7 – VA Hospital Car Show - Cancelled

December 5 – Parade of Lights - Dion Stams 

December 12 - Christmas Party & Awards Banquet - Norma Calder 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Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge Tour - Cotober 17, 2020

The car club is planning on going to the Pahranagat National Wildlife Refuge in Alamo, Nevada, 
on Saturday, October 17, 2020.  We will leave from the Skillet Cafe at 9:00 A.M.  The Skillet Cafe 
is off I-15 and Speedway Blvd (at the race track).   The Refuge is about 90 miles from Las 
Vegas.   Once on I-15 we will go to U. S. Highway 93, turning north on Highway 93 to Alamo.  
 The Refuge is south of Alamo.
   
The Refuge consists of 5,382 acres, with the water for the two lakes and pond coming from the 
north from Crystal Springs and Ash Springs.   The Refuge is a critical resting and feeding area 
for migrating birds and is a year-round home to many birds and other wildlife, and, again, a 
layover stop for thousands of migrating birds in the Spring and Fall.   The Refuge is part of the 
Pacific Flyway, extending from Alaska and Canada to Mexico.   Some birds which can be seen 
are Canada geese, mallards, great blue herons, northern harriers, American kestrels, killdeer, 
great horned owls, loggerhead shrikes, red-winged blackbirds, horned larks, and verdin.   The 
park is, also, home to desert tortoises, coyotes, mule deer, kit foxes, bobcats, mountain lions, 
and beavers.
   
There are, also, historic sites to see, consisting of several rock art sites containing 
petroglyphs and pictographs of the Paiutes.   Pahranagat means Valley of Shining Water.
 
On the way to the Visitor Center  is Walden House, known as Petroglyph Cabin, built by pioneers 
around 1864.   The stone house is said to be one of the oldest standing structures in Lincoln 
County.   Unusual carvings on the stones  appear to be old cattle brands.   The Visitor Center 
features interactive exhibits and a 15-minute movie about the Refuge and access to some short 
nature trails.  The Visitor Center is usually open Thursdays through Sundays and can be reached 
at 775-725-3417 or visit FWS.gov/refuge/pahranagat.
   
There are more than nine miles of trails in the Refuge, and mountain biking is allowed on some 
of the trails.   Upper Pahranagat Lake has 15 free camp sites available on a first-come, first 
served basis.  There is a picnic table at each camp site, and fires are allowed on grills and in fire 
pits. 
  
The refuge/Alamo is at an elevation of 3,350 feet.   There is a small store  in Alamo for gas, food, 
and drinks.
   
The drive to Alamo is interesting and scenic.  This tour should be a fun, out-door activity.          

The Refuge is open 24 hours a day year round.  

If you have them, be sure to bring your binoculars.       

                                                                                                                                                          
                                                                                    Submitted by:  Jeanie Prouty 
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PIZZA RUN REPORT
The Pizza Run was held at Rosati’s Pizzeria on Saturday, July 18, 2020.  There 
were 21 people in attendance and, although the crowd was smaller than usual, it 
was a great event.  It was so good to see friends and share a meal.  The staff at 
Rosati’s did a super job of setting up the dining room and the buffet of selected 
pizzas for us as well as keeping drinks filled.  The 50/50 drawing was won by 
Dennis Rutkowskie, who incidentally did the drawing.  Like this never happened 
before?

For those of you who weren’t present, we missed you all and hope everyone is 
doing well.  Special thoughts go out to Joe Baudoin and Barbara, Carla and 
Anthony, who are all in quarantine at this time.

Thanks to all who showed up.  Take care and be safe.

Judy Pendergast, acting host
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Editor’s Note

I am so pleased that H.B. allowed us to feature his and Norma’s 1941 Graham as our Car of the Month 
for August.  These cars are a real treat.  Low production by a struggling independant American car 
company.  A supercharged flathead six.  And those elegant Cord body lines.  What’s not to like?

I became interested in Grahams as a 10 year old kid.  I checked this one book 
out of the Holliston Public Library so many times that the librarian finally 
convinced my mother to buy me a copy of my own. 

“Illustrated Motor Cars of the World - From 1770 to Present Day”.  Of course 
“present day” at the time meant 1967!  

Each page had 4 artist’s illustrations of 
specific cars with a little blurb and technical 
information.  I would keep going back and 
staring at this one car in particular.  A “Spirit 
of Motion” Graham.  

In my mid 20s I began searching for a Graham in ernest.  I found a 
derelict example outside of Boston and my then girlfriend, (current wife 
of 37 years) Mary offered to lend me the money to buy it.  However, it 
was too rough for my skills (and wallet) at the time.  But I never could 
get the desire out of my head.

Finally in 2003 I joined the Graham Owner’s Club and 
began getting thier newsletter.   When a Graham came up 
for sale in North Carolina, I flew down with a bank check in 
hand.  But the car just wasn’t right.  As difficult as it was, I 
walked away.  

The following month a small ad appeared with no pictures 
for a Graham in Georgia.  I telephoned the elderly 
gentleman offering it for sale.  He talked real slow with a 
heavy southern accent.  He said he didn’t have any pictures 
to send…but I was free to come see it in person.  

Well, I really couldn’t justify 
another flight.  So I decided to contact the regional Graham chapter 
president to see if I could hire someone to do an in-person inspection for 
me.  He asked who the seller was, and when I told him, he said:.  

“Well, He’s the Man!”  “Which car is it?”  “Oh, that’s a honey…you won’t 
be disappointed”.  With that I bought the Graham, literaly sight unseen 
(not even a photo).  

When it arrived I was not dissappointed.  

Both my Sharknose Graham and the Calder’s Graham Hollywood have 
since moved on to new caretakers.  As a good friend of mine used to 
say: “It ain’t so much the havin as it is the gettin”.
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Car of the Month
H.B. & Norma Calder’s 1941 Graham Hollywood

Initially, the Graham brothers began in the automotive business by converting Dodge cars to trucks for 
Dodge Motors.  They were so successful that Dodge eventually incorporated them into the Dodge 
Company and the Grahams ended up owning the controlling interest in Dodge and running the company 
for a brief time.  But, after a brief tenure they parted from Dodge and started building their own vehicles.  

They purchased the Paige-Detroit Motor Car Company and started to manufacture cars under the 
Graham-Paige brand in in 1927.  Later, as a consequence of the depression all auto companies were 
suffering.  Graham had introduced the Spirit of Motion which was a radical design that was not accepted 
in the market place (think Edsel).  They and Hupp needed a new model quickly.

The solution came from the entrepreneur general manager of Hupp named Norman de Vaux who had 
purchased the Cord 810/812 dies from Cord when Cord exited the automobile business in 1937.  He 
offered the use of the dies to Graham if they would produce a model for Hupp based upon the Cord.  
Hupp didn’t have the capacity to stamp the body panels with the Cord dies and to assemble  the cars so 
they partnered with Graham for production with the understanding that Graham could also introduce a 
model based on the stampings.  Hupp introduced the Hupmobile Skylark, and Graham introduced the 
Hollywood.  About the only difference in the models was that Grahams had a chrome grill and the 
Hupmobile Skylark did not.
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The styling of the Hollywood certainly reflects the styling of the Cord 812.  They are identical from the 
firewall back.  But, the hood is shorter on the Hollywood because it was not a front-wheel drive car and 
didn’t need the extra room up front.  The styling is still eye catching, but it lacks the drama of the 
stretched-out, finned hood of the Cord.  

Norma has always been involved with the car collection by sewing period correct outfits to go with each 
car.  These have always been an unfailing enhancement of each car’s styling.  The outfit for this car was 
especially elegant.

12



My Graham Hollywood was restored by Norm Canfield.  He reported that he had bought a “rust free” car 
from Louisiana.  Louisiana?  I think he should have inspected it first.  Anyway, in spite of it being a rust 
bucket he did a marvelous restoration of the car.  He said it was made easier because many of the body 
parts were available from the extensive network of Cord suppliers.  The only thing that was not correct 
was the radio which came from a Studebaker.  It had a supercharged 6-cylinder 215 cubic inch engine 
which was a delight to drive.  At low RPM it was a thrifty six, but when it wound up to high RPM it acted 
much like a larger V8.

I had been looking for a Cord for a while and came across my Graham on Ebay.  I got excited about the 
car and started bidding.  At one point I made a typo and submitted a bid for $450,000.  Naturally, I won 
and we had to negotiate a more reasonable price.

I had the car for about seven years.  For a period of time it was in storage and didn’t run for various 
reasons.  When I started working with Nick Poznanski at NXS Street Machines he took on the task of 
getting it going again.  We had to clean out the entire fuel system since it had been sitting so long.  The 
water pump was also cracked.  But, it was finally on the road again.

It was probably the best car have owned since it was correctly restored with no modifications and was in 
very good shape.  The high point was when I submitted an entry to the Concurs of America in Plymouth 
Michigan.  To my surprise and delight I got in.  We were startled to find that the judges felt it was first in 
its class – American Popular.

In 2018 I had decided to downsize my unreasonably large collection of cars.  I was sad to get rid of the 
Graham, but the Cord Westchester is a better cruising car (though not as elegantly restored).  And, I felt 
that the Graham was as perfect as it was ever going to be and I didn’t want to watch it go downhill again. 

More reading:
https://www.grahamownersclub.com/history.html
https://www.conceptcarz.com/vehicle/z12064/graham-hollywood-custom.aspx

13

https://www.grahamownersclub.com/history.html
https://www.conceptcarz.com/vehicle/z12064/graham-hollywood-custom.aspx


14

1931 Buick 2-Door Rumble-
Seat Coupe - Model 56-S 

Has been in the family since new. An original 
car that has had some restoration but is not 
over restored.  Looks and runs like a one or 
two-year-old, pampered car.  A solid, proven 
trophy winner.  Well above a #2 and a 90 
point plus car. First year for Buick’s straight 8 
engine and equipped with synchromesh 3-
speed manual transmission. This rare low 
mileage (38,800 original miles) fully restored 
car comes in beautiful Lorenzo-blue with 
Black fenders and running boards complete 
with golf bag compartment and many extras 
including original purchase documents, 
books and extra parts.  Sold as is – no 
warranty, buyer is responsible for vehicle pick 
up or delivery.

Priced at $32,000 OBO
Farrow Smith Jr
Inquiries to:  31Buick4sale@gmail.com   Las 
Vegas, NV.  Photos available for serious 
inquiries only.

mailto:31Buick4sale@gmail.com
mailto:31Buick4sale@gmail.com
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Mail check and ticket order form by November 15, 2020 to Norma Calder, 1159 Little Bird Court, Henderson, NV 89011. 

Ticket Order Form 
High Rollers 2020 Cowboy Christmas Holiday Party 

  
Saturday, December 12, 2020 

Doors open at 5:30pm. 
Dinner served at 6:00pm. 
Show starts after dinner. 

Awards and raffles after the show. 
 

Firelight Barn Dinner Theater 
546 S. Boulder Highway 
Henderson, NV 89015 

  

 

Grab your cowboy hat, slip on your cowboy boots, and get ready to saddle up for some old-
fashioned cowboy fun at the 2020 High Rollers Holiday and Awards Party.  Join us for a mouth-
watering BBQ dinner and a foot-stomping, hand-clapping, knee-slapping fun for the whole 
family show!  Tickets are $40 each for adults and $20 each for children 3-11.  Children 2 and 
under are free.  Each person’s dinner includes their choice of a pulled pork BBQ sandwich, beef 
brisket BBQ sandwich, or a pulled chicken BBQ sandwich.  Be sure to specify the sandwich 
choice for each person on the order form below. 

Please make your check payable to VMCCA High Rollers and write “2020 Holiday Party” on the 
Notes line.  Mail the order form with your check to:  Norma Calder, 1159 Little Bird Court, 
Henderson, NV 89011 by November 15, 2020.  If you have any questions, give Norma a holler 
at 734-604-5743 or njhdogwood@yahoo.com. 

-------------- Yes we are coming! -------------- 
 

Name of Each Person Attending Ticket Type 
(Adult, Child, Infant) 

Select One 
Pork Beef Chicken 

     
     
     
     
     
     
     

 
 
Total number of Adult Tickets:  __________ @$40 = _______________ 
Total number of Children’s Tickets  _______ @$20 = _______________ 
Total number of Infant Tickets  __________ @ No Charge 

Total Enclosed:    _____________________ 
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