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Board of Directors 

President

John Pendergast
702-523-2940

Vice President

John Munoz
702-490-7811

Secretary

Judy Pendergast
jpjmarketing@eathlink.net

Publications Vice President
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Judy Pendergast
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Membership Vice President

Danny Barnett
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702-373-6151
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Danny Barnett
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Karl Ferazzi

Sunshine Chair

Carla Adsit 702-561-2230

Western Region Director

Dion Stams

Telephone Committee Chair

Harry Ransom 702-395-6992 

The High Rollers Chapter of the VMCCA is a 501(C)(7) Not-For-Profit Organization

See us on the Web: www.HighRollersLasVegas.com  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President’s Message

I hope everybody finds themselves well.  I 
never would have thought I would live to see 
2 disasters and a depression. I thought 911 
was bad, but this takes the cake. This could 
be the end of so many businesses. 
Financially we may never see the light. I 
don’t think the country as a whole will 
recover from the over spending or bail out 
money. I know I shouldn’t be so negative, 
but when I drive around this city day after 
day it’s scary. I actually miss traffic. It’s 
lonely out there. Traffic is a good thing.  I 
never thought I would say that, but it’s 
definitely a good sign when we have 
congested roads. I’ll never complain about 
traffic after this. Oh! By the way in all the 
driving I do, I haven’t seen any groups of 
more than 4 or 5; people are out walking, 
running, exercising or just sitting in the park 
enjoying the great weather we have been 
having.  

So, I ask, how are you? Send me an email 
or call and let’s talk. I’m usually home by 6 
these days. 

A little update on Barbara Baudoin; she’s at 
home and looking better and feeling better. 
She’s staying pretty active with all the 
specialists, but I think, rebounding. Hopefully 
when this is all over with, she and Joe will be 
back to the meetings and activities.

As everyone can see we didn’t have a 
meeting because Deans Place is closed. I 
won’t be surprised if we don’t have a May 
meeting at the rate we are going. We will still 
try and have a May activity seeing how we 
generally do it the 3rd weekend of the 
month. Let me know your feed back on this. 
If the majority think you will be still 
quarantined in May then we will adjust. 

If anyone needs anything through all this, 
feel free to call someone for a helping hand. 
Even if it’s for a roll of toilet paper. LOL!

Judy is officially the treasurer unless 
someone wants to step up and take it from 
her.  LOL. Barbara needs time to heal and 
rejuvenate.  We thank her for her time as 
treasurer.   

Everyone needs to stay safe and healthy so 
we can get back to touring and having 
meetings. 

Miss you all,

John Pendergast  
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EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING – MARCH 12, 
2020 

The meeting was held at the Ellis Island 
meeting room at 6:30 P. M.  Present were:  
President John Pendergast, VP/Past President 
John Munoz, Secretary Judy Pendergast and 
Membership VP Danny Barnett.  Absent were:  
Activities VP Tom Rowlett, Treasurer Barbara 
Baudoin and Publication VP Fosco Picchi.  
Quorum was met.

The Board of Governors Meeting was reviewed.  
Judy Pendergast handed out the final financial 
report.  The income for the event was 
$17,867.00.  The expenses were $16,007.91.  
The profit realized was $1,859.09.  A check for 
half of the profit in the amount of $929.55 was 
sent to the National VMCCA Treasurer.  The 
rest remains in the general membership club 
account.

A copy of the Financial report will be sent to all 
National Board Members.

A letter was received from the Secretary of 
State indicating that the annual list of officers 
had not been received.  It was decided to pay 
the fee and the penalty.

It was also decided to procure the most current 
statement from the bank to figure out the final 
balance in the account.  The Board also 
decided to close the current account and open a 
new one; as well, as a separate new account for 
the Western Region.  The most current balance 
for the WR will be transferred into that new 
account.  This is something that has been 

talked about for a long time, but never done.  
John Pendergast, Judy Pendergast and John 
Munoz will be the owners on that new WR 
account.

Our March activity, the St. Patrick’s parade, has 
been cancelled.  No other event will be planned 
for this month.  April 18, we will hold a pot luck 
picnic at Calico Basin if it is available.  John 
Munoz will set it up.  May 16, we will have lunch 
or dinner at the Snow Mountain Restaurant in 
the Paiute Indian Reservation.  Sandra Foster is 
our host.  October 30 – November 1, 2020 we 
will participate in Beatty Days again.

A possible Show & Shine in 2021 was 
discussed.  A committee would be set up.  
Danny Barnett volunteered to help.  John 
Munoz thought that a special rate for new 
members, joining at the event be put in place, 
making it easy to join the High Rollers as part of 
registration

John Pendergast is looking into a new location 
for the club to meet.  Charlie’s Lakeside is a 
possibility.  They have a big private meeting 
room without a fee if a certain number of people 
purchase dinners.  These “free” meeting spaces 
are becoming harder and harder to find. 

The meeting was adjourned at 8:25 P. M.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Pendergast, Secretary
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Coming Events 

April 18 - Las Ventanas Car Show Cancelled due to Corona virus

April 25 – Teen Challenge Car Show Cancelled due to Corona virus

May 16 - Lunch or Dinner at the Snow Mountain Restaurant in the Paiute 
Indian Reservation - Sandra Foster

July 25 - Pizza Run

August 22 – Picnic

September – Tuachan Tour - Carla and Anthony Adsit 

October 30 - November 1 - Beatty Days 

November 7 – VA Hospital Car Show - Jeanie Prouty

December 8 – Parade of Lights - Dion Stams 

December 12 - Christmas Party & Awards Banquet - Norma Calder

Quarantine Cruize - Saturday March 28th

Vintage Cars drive together down an otherwise deserted Las Vegas Strip.

A few High Rollers participated in this spontaneous event organized by the AACA and open to 
all old car enthusiasts.  Our member Dan Rickafort reported:

“I’d say it was a huge turn-around considering the combinations of different auto clubs and solo-
flights, I was on the 1st wave. The strip population was pretty less steady, obviously you can tell the 
difference before all went crazy.  My personal observations that I could say being out there this 
morning, from this Pandemic crisis we’re in, people just wanted to get out from being home 
quarantined with our economic instability in the aftermath of this Pandemic, express solidarity and just 
let loose and go. Cruisers seemed attentive and guided by the parameters, which is a good feeling 
heading home.”  

There was also good TV coverage on local stations.
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Editor’s Note

We are a world at war.

Will we look back on 2020 as the year we fought World 
War III?  

This time rather than nations facing off against each 
other, we are a world united.  United against an enemy 
so small that we can’t even see them.  Yet an enemy so 
fierce that it threatens to destroy our economy, kill our 
citizens and change our very way of life.  

In this war, doctors and nurses are our soldiers.  But as in WWII, all Americans are being 
asked to sacrifice.  To put our lives and ambitions on hold.  To pull together and help each 
other weather the storm. 

On March 18th, President Trump signed an executive order invoking portions of the Defense 
Production Act as part of his response to the coronavirus pandemic.  

The Defense Production Act, signed into 
law by Harry Truman in 1950, gives the 
federal government broad authority to 
direct private companies to meet the needs 
of the national defense.  It's been invoked 
multiple times since then to help the federal 
government for a range of emergencies 
including war, hurricanes and terrorism 
prevention.

Now it is being used to ramp up the nations 
supply of ventilators, face masks, and other 
protective gear for our front-line fighters.  
Ford, GM, and Tesla are all shifting 
production to meet the challenge.

The last time America’s auto industry shifted production, on a large scale from cars & trucks 
to weapons of war, was in the early months of 1942.  

Since this is a car club newsletter, I’d like to reflect on a few of the vehicles that America’s 
auto industry built for that war effort.  

Our Car of the Month for April is titled “The Arsenal of Democracy”.
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Car of the Month - 

The Arsenal of Democracy - Time Line

September 1939 - Germany invades Poland beginning WWII

December 29th 1940, with war raging in Europe, U.S. President Franklin Roosevelt 
announced on a radio broadcast, that America would be “The Arsenal of Democracy”.  

It has been said that with that speech, Nazi Germany’s ultimate fate was established.  The 
United States, while not actively participating in the fighting at that time, would supply the 
Allied forces with a potentially infinite supply of machines and materials to fight the war.

March 1941, Congress approved the Lend-Lease Act, which eventually appropriated $50 
billion of aid to the Allies.

May 27th 1941 - President Roosevelt declares state of National emergency and automakers 
agree to a 20% reduction in production for 1942 models.  Later increased to 50%. 

7



October 24th 1941 - The War Production Board issues Passenger Car Limitation Order L-2b 
requiring that effective December 16, brightwork would be restricted to bumpers and bumper 
guards.  Any bright trim still in stock had to be “blacked out”.  

December 7th 1941, the United States fleet anchored in Pearl Harbor Hawaii was attacked 
by the Japanese Empire. 

December 8th 1941, The United States declared war on Japan.

December 11th 1941, Nazi Germany declared war with the U.S.  America was all in.

January 1st, 1942, all sales of cars, as well as the delivery of cars to customers who had 
previously contracted for them, were frozen by the government’s Office of Production 
Management.

January 16th,  1942, President Roosevelt established the War Production Board.  The WPB 
regulated the industrial production and allocation of war materiel and fuel. That included 
coordinating heavy manufacturing, and the rationing of vital materials, such as metals, rubber, 
and oil. It also established wage and price controls.

February 10th 1942 - Pontiacs and Fords were the last new cars to leave the factories before 
the war.

April 1942, Representatives from the auto industry formed the Automotive Council for War 
Production to facilitate the sharing of resources, expertise, and manpower in defense 
production contracting.

The auto industry retooled to manufacture tanks, trucks, jeeps, airplanes, bombs, torpedoes, 
steel helmets, and ammunition under massive contracts issued by the government. Beginning 
immediately after the production of automobiles ceased, entire factories were upended almost 
overnight. Huge manufacturing machines were jack hammered out of their foundations and 
new ones brought in to replace them. Conveyors were stripped away and rebuilt, electrical 
wires were bundled together and stored in the vast factory ceilings, half-finished parts were 
sent to steel mills to be re-melted, and even many of the dies that had been used in the 
fabrication of auto parts were sent to salvage.

The government’s Office of Price Administration imposed rationing of gasoline and tires and 
set a national speed limit of 35 mph

April 1944, only 30,000 new cars out of the initial stockpile were left. Almost all were 1942 
models and customers required a permit to make the purchase. The Office of Price 
Administration set the price. The government contemplated rationing used car sales as well, 
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but that was finally deemed unnecessary. The government estimated that about a million cars 
had been taken off the road by their owners, to reserve for their own use after the war.

Autumn of 1944, looking toward the end of the war, Ford, Chrysler, Nash, and Fisher Body of 
General Motors received authorization from the War Production Board to do preliminary work 
on experimental models of civilian passenger cars, on condition that it not interfere with war 
work and that employees so used be limited to planning engineers and technicians.

May 8th 1945,  V-E day…war in Europe ends.

July 3rd 1945, Ford resumes production of passenger cars.

August 15th 1945, V-J Day…war with Japan ends.

With its industrial and civilian base in much better shape than most of the world, the US 
embarked on an economic expansion unseen in human history

For three and one-half years no automobiles have been turned out for civilians. Up to the 
close of 1944, 3,451,320 passenger cars had been junked; about twice that number would 
have been taken off the road if they had been replaceable. The pent-up demand is variously 
estimated at from five to nine million new cars for the first three to five postwar years.
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The Arsenal of Democracy - The Numbers

American industry provided almost two-thirds of all the Allied military equipment produced 
during the war including 297,000 aircraft, 193,000 artillery pieces, 86,000 tanks and two 
million army trucks.  They also built all manner of other equipment from generators to 
stretchers, to bomb casing.  

As far a wheeled (or tracked) vehicles was concerned: 

Chrysler built over 22,000 tanks and more than 390,000 trucks of many different types.

GM supplied over 570,000 Army Trucks.

GMC 'Jimmy' World War II “Deuce-and-a-half"

Of the almost 2.4 million trucks that the U.S. Army bought between 1939 and December 
1945, across all payload weight classes 812,000, or just over one third, were 2 1⁄2-ton trucks. 
GMC's total production of the CCKW and its variants, including the 2 1⁄2-ton, 6x6, amphibian 
DUKW, and the 6x4, 5-ton CCW-353, amounted to some 572,500 units – almost a quarter of 
the total WW II U.S. truck production. 
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Ford assembled 280,000 GPW Jeeps (under license from Willy) plus 13,000 Amphibious 
“Seeps”, 3791 armored cars, 1690 M4A3 Sherman Tanks, and over 97,000 trucks of various 
types.

Studebaker produced nearly 30,000 M29 Weasels, and 197,000 plus US6 Army Trucks.  

Studebaker US6

Studebaker built 187,678 US6 Army trucks powered by Hercules JDX 320 cu in engines.  
Despite this large quantity, most Americans have never seen one.  That’s because the vast 
majority were supplied to the Soviet Union under the USA’s Lend-Lease program. These 
trucks were instrumental in enabling the Russians to keep their troops on the Eastern Front 
supplied and to defeat the Germans.  US6s were renowned for their overall ruggedness and 
reliability, including their ability to run on poor-quality Russian fuel. The Russians 
affectionately referred to them as Studers.

Durang WWII, Studebaker US6 trucks were also used by the US military in the construction of 
the Ledo Road in Burma, and the Alcan (Alaska-Canada) Highway in North America. 

Willys Overland built nearly 360,000 MB Army Jeeps. 
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Willys Overland MB

The Willys MB (and the Ford GPW), were both formally called the “U.S. Army Truck, 1⁄4-ton, 
4×4, Command Reconnaissance”.  But the soldiers called them Jeeps.  The etymology of the 
term Jeep has never been conclusively determined.  The most widely held theory is that the 
military designation GP (for General Purpose) was slurred into the word Jeep in the same 
way that the contemporary HMMWV (for High-Mobility Multi-purpose Wheeled Vehicle) has 
become known as the Humvee.  But what is known is the first time the term appeared in print:  

Early in 1941, Willys-Overland  demonstrated the vehicle's off-road capability by having it 
drive up the steps of the United States Capitol, driven by Willys test driver Irving "Red" 
Hausmann, who had recently heard soldiers at Fort Holabird calling it a "jeep." When asked 
by syndicated columnist Katharine Hillyer for the Washington Daily News what it was called, 
Hausmann answered, "It's a jeep." 

Katharine Hillyer's article was published nationally on February 19, 1941, and included a 
picture of the vehicle with the caption: 

LAWMAKERS TAKE A RIDE- With Senator Meade, of New York, at the wheel, and Representative Thomas, of 
New Jersey, sitting beside him, one of the Army's new scout cars, known as "jeeps" or "quads", climbs up the 
Capitol steps in a demonstration yesterday. Soldiers in the rear seat for gunners were unperturbed.

From then on the world referred to them as jeeps.  In February 1943, Willys president Joseph 
Frazer (of Kaiser-Frazer fame) trademarked the Jeep name.  It remains one of the most 
recognized and revered American trademarks to this day.  
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The Arsenal of Democracy - 2020

Today’s headlines will become tomorrow’s history.  Once again the American 
automobile industry is coming to the aid of our nation.  

Tesla to reopen New York facility to manufacture Medtronic ventilators

Tesla announced that it would reopen its New York 
production facility to manufacture medical devices instead 
of solar panels to assist Medtronic in producing 
ventilators. (March 30th)

Ford to Produce 50,000 Ventilators in Michigan in Next 100 Days; 
Partnering with GE Healthcare Will Help Coronavirus Patients.

•Ford expects to produce 50,000 of the ventilators 
within the next 100 days, with the ability to produce 
30,000 a month thereafter as needed. (March 30th)

GM turns shuttered Warren plant into face mask supplier

GM will start making the masks on Monday. By Wednesday, 
April 8, the first 20,000 face masks will roll off the line for 
distribution to offset a severe shortage of masks caused by the 
coronavirus pandemic. Once production is at full-scale, GM 
will make 50,000 masks a day, or up to 1.5 million a month. 
(March 31st)

US manufacturers answer General Motors’ call for ventilator 
components amid coronavirus crisis. 
When GM and Ventec looked for capacity to build 200,000 ventilators, they turned to U.S. suppliers for the 
parts, as the coronavirus pandemic threatened global supply chains and made speed a key driver. (April 1st)
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SAVE THE DATE Saturday, December 12, 2020 SAVE THE DATE 
 

 

The High Rollers are having a 
Cowboy Christmas!! 

 

 

Grab your cowboy hat, slip on your cowboy boots, 
and get ready to saddle up for some old-fashioned cowboy fun at the 
2020 High Rollers Holiday and Awards Party. 
 

 

  
Saturday, 

December 12, 2020, 
starting at 5:30pm 

 
Firelight Barn 

546 S. Boulder Highway 
Henderson, NV 89015 

 
 

 
 
Join us for a mouth-watering BBQ dinner and a foot-stomping, hand-clapping, knee-slapping 
fun for the whole family show!  Tickets will be $40 per adult for dinner and the show.  Special 
pricing for children.  Pork, beef, chicken, and vegetarian options will be offered.  Details to 
come soon. 
 
 
     

1930 Cadillac LaSalle For Sale

This 1930 Cadillac Lasalle has undergone an 
extensive restoration. Powered by a 340ci 
flathead V8 engine with a standard 3 spd. 
transmission. The car has a chrome luggage rack 
with trunk and fitted suitcases. Many more 
options including chrome radiator stone 
guard. Asking $70,400. Contact Doug 
Wheeler at douglasewheeler@gmail.com or 
leave a message at 702-755-6537.



‘Uncle’ Phil Maloof dies of coronavirus at age 93

Coronavirus has claimed “Uncle” Phil Maloof of the high-profile 
Maloof family of Las Vegas. George Maloof, Phil Maloof’s 
nephew, confirmed his uncle’s passing Saturday (4/4/20) in Las 
Vegas at age 93, with coronavirus the cause.

“He was a great man who loved his dogs and his collection of 
classic cars, art, and theater pipe organs,” 

Phil Maloof was extremely generous in sharing his large 
collection of vintage cars and opening his eclectic home to the 
public.  In his “Fun House”, he had an amazing collection of 
restored theater organs, and Uncle Phil would often join visiting 
groups to enjoy a rousing performance.

          Thank you Uncle Phil.
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