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President’s Message
I would like start by 

thanking Stacia Walker for 
a job well done. Beatty 
Days turned out to be great 
weekend. On top of that the 
club brought 2 trophies 
home in their categories:  
Harry Ransom took 1st 
place with “Cora” and John 
Munoz took 2nd place for his 
GMC truck. Stacia did her 
homework and made the 
necessary phone calls to 
allow this to run smoothly. 
Let it be known that Stacia 
stuck it out even though her 
Carmen Ghia wasn’t 
running; she drove up to 
host the event.

Back in September I was 
approached by the 
Homecoming events 
coordinator for 4 
convertibles to be driven in 
the Durango High School 
Homecoming Parade. We 
have some dedicated 
troopers out there that 
came to my rescue. I want 
to thank Danny Barnett for 
his “64” Rambler, Max Miller 
for his “73” Thing, Greg 

Munoz for his “75” LaSabre 
and Dion Stams for his “66” 
AMC Ambassador. 

This newsletter will 
be out after the VA Hospital 
Show. I want to remind 
everyone that in December 
we will be making our way 
to Boulder City for Santa’s 
electric light parade. Look 
for details in the newsletter. 
Afterwards the Burkes will 
open up their house for a 
chili feed. Join us for a 
great evening overlooking 
the Vegas skyline at Ed & 
Joyce’s house. 

After Saturday night 
we follow the next evening 
with our annual Christmas 
Party & Awards Dinner. See 
you there.

It’s that time of the 
year when we need your 
renewals so let’s make it 
easier for the Secretary’s 
record keeping and get 
your dues paid before the 
end of the year. 

Also, while I’m on the 
subject of membership; 
now is a great time to 
recruit new members. If you 
know of anyone who’s a 
Military Veteran, Veterans 
can join free the first year.

If we don’t see you 
at any of the activities, I 
want to wish everyone a 
great Thanksgiving and a 
Merry Christmas.

Happy Holidays,

John Pendergast                                                    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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL 
MEMBERSHIP MEETING – 
November 7, 2019
President John Pendergast called 
the meeting to order.  The Pledge 
of Allegiance was led by Vice 
President John Munoz.  Secretary 
Judy Pendergast announced the 
Roll Call:  All were present with 
the exception of Sunshine Chair 
Carla Adsit.

There were 30 members and 1 
guest present. 

President John Pendergast called 
for a motion to accept the minutes 
of the October meeting. Joe 
Baudoin made the motion.  It was 
seconded by Barbara Baudoin.  
Motion passed.

President John Pendergast 
welcomed our guest, a friend of 
Max Miller’s.  He thanked Stacia 
Walker for hosting Beatty Days, 
even though her Ghia was not 
running.  She made the trip 
anyway and took care of events.  
Harry Ransom and John Munoz 
took home awards for their 
Corvair and GMC Truck 
respectively.  John also thanked 
all of the volunteers who gave of 
their time to host events 
throughout the year.

Vice President John Munoz 
reported that Treasurer Mike 
Hanley found it necessary to step 
down from his position.  Barbara 
Baudoin has agreed to take over.  
Thanks to both members for 
volunteering.

Secretary Judy Pendergast 
reminded everyone that 2020 
dues are payable by December 
31, 2019.  National dues are 
$60.00 and Local dues are 
$25.00.  Please see the renewal 
form in this newsletter.

Activities VP Tom Rowlett 
discussed upcoming events:  

The VA Hospital Car Show is Nov. 
9th from 10 am – 2:30 pm.  We 

will meet at 8 am on East Deer 
Springs Way just south of the 
hospital and enter as a group.  
Jeanie Prouty is our host.

 Santa’s Electric Light Parade is 
Dec. 7th in Boulder City.  We’ll 
meet at Railroad Pass at 3 pm 
and travel as a group to our 
designated spot where we can 
decorate our vehicles.  Jeanie 
Prouty Is our host.  After the 
parade we are invited to the 
Burke’s for their famous and 
delicious chili dinner.  Their 
address is:  439 Cannes St., 
Henderson, NV  89015.

Our Christmas Banquet is Dec. 
8th at Dean’s Place, 5 – 8:30 pm.  
Get your reservations in by Nov. 
25th as that is the deadline set by 
the restaurant. Danny Barnett 
offered to bring his PA system for 
music and announcements.  See 
the flyer in this newsletter.  Norma 
Calder is our host

The Dust-Off Brunch and Laps for 
Charity is Jan. 26th at the Las 
Vegas Speedway.  Harry Ransom, 
our host, will get our start time 
reserved so we can all go 
together more or less.  Depending 
on that time, our brunch will 
probably be after the laps are 
completed.  Brunch will be held at 
the Iron Skillet adjacent to the 
Speedway.  John Munoz is our 
host for the brunch.  John also 
offered Kaleb’s services to take 
photos on the track.

Cedar City Car Show is in July of 
2020.  Tom Rowlett will have sign 
up information available at the 
January meeting.  If you are 
interested in going to this event 
you will need to commit early to 
reserve a spot.  

John Munoz talked about the 
Board of Governor’s Meeting in 
February.  Drivers are needed to 
take our guests to Red Rock on 
Friday and to Richie Clyne’s 
Collection on Saturday.  Pick up 

and drop off will be at the 
Silverton.

Judy Pendergast read a list of 
duties for those who host an 
event.  Please take time to read 
this in this publication.

Karl Ferrazi had several items 
available to purchase all set up.  
Included are sweatshirts for the 
season.

Western Region Director Dion 
Stams was unable to participate 
in the last meeting but John 
Munoz gave a report:  The 
National will be hiring a web 
master to get the website up and 
running.  National Treasurer Bob 
Edelman is unable to continue in 
his position and Elaine Johnston 
has agreed to take over.

New Business:  John Munoz 
announced that his 1970 GMC is 
70 miles away from turning over 
700,000 miles.  Wow!  At the Las 
Vegas Concourse de Elegance 
(130 cars) Bruce Spangrud took 
2nd place in his category with his 
Packard and H. B. Calder took 
3rd place in his category of pre-
war cars with his Cord.  
Congratulations to both of you.

The 50/50 drawing was won by 
Barbara Baudoin.

The next meeting will be 
January 2, 2020.

John Pendergast called for a 
motion to adjourn.  Charles 
Benson made that motion to 
adjourn and Bruce Spangrud 
seconded the motion.  Motion 
passed.  Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Pendergast, Secretary
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November Birthdays

Elizabeth Del Valle  11/12

Fosco Picchi  11/14

Linda Waber  11/26

November Anniversaries

Bruce & Bobi Spangrud  11/5

Mitch & Barbara Spoor  11/17

Anthony & Carla Adsit  11/17

December Birthdays

Emily Del Valle 12/2

Dr. Christopher Lo Frisco 12/5

Ralph Church  12/6

John Munoz  12/6

Bruce Spangrud 12/7

Pam Provenza 12/9

Dion Stams  12/9

Barbara Benson 12/13

Ruth Rolland  12/13

Carla Adsit  12/14

Sharon Noah  12/14

Darlene Church 12/19

Jim Marsh 12/25

December Anniversaries

Jerry & Nancy Myers 12/1

Gene & Addie Lemasters 12/25

H.B. & Norma Calder 12/27

January Birthdays

Jeanie Prouty 1/4

H.B. Calder 1/9

Joan Saucier 1/22

Jon Mason 1/22

Sandra Foster 1/26

Cyn Stevens  1/30

 

Editor’s Note

There are many automobile pioneers who I would love 
to be able to go back in time and have a beer with.  

Henry Ford is not one of them.  

There is no denying the many contributions Ford 
made in the early days of the automobile.  I agree with 
the statement that Ford put “America on Wheels”.  

But he just doesn’t seem that likable.

Henry and Clara Ford had one child, a son named 
Edsel born in 1893.  

Edsel Ford is a person I would enjoy knowing. 
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As Ford’s sole heir, Edsel was groomed to take over 
the family business.  Where Henry was a self made 
man from humble roots, Clara ensured that Edsel was 
properly educated and raised with an appreciation of 
the arts and social etiquette  To Henry’s way of 
thinking, this made Edsel soft, and ill prepared to run 
the company.  When Edsel was appointed President 
of the Ford Motor Company in 1919 he was eager to 
replace the popular but aging Model T.  But his father 
still retained tight control of the company, and clung 
stubbornly to the Model T.

In 1922 Ford purchased the struggling Lincoln Motor 
Company and Edsel was put in charge.  Edsel would 
transform the expensive but stodgy Lincoln into a 
flashy car for high society and a serious competitor to 
Cadillac.  

In the mid 1920s, market conditions finally convince 
the old man that a NEW Ford was needed.  Model T 
sales where in decline as a number of serious 
competitors were emerging.   Americans, had more 
money in their pockets and were becoming more 
inclined to look at the automobile as a status symbol 
rather than just a tool.

While Henry Ford remained in control of the 
mechanicals, the body design for the new Ford was 
turned over to a team lead by Edsel.  Since this new 
Ford represented a fresh beginning for the company, 
Ford opted to go back to the beginning of the labelling 
sequence and named it Model A (Ford’s original 
Model A was in production from 1903-1904).

When the Model A was introduced to the public, it was 
a huge success.  Thanks in part to Edsel Ford’s 
understanding of the public’s desire for fashion.  The 
entry level buyer could now purchase an inexpensive 
automobile with style!  Ford would sell nearly 5 million 
Model As.  

Edsel Ford would be the driving force behind the Ford 
Motor Company expanding into other market 
segments.  In the late 20s General Motors had as 
many as 9 automobile brands in production as part of 
Alfred Sloan’s “a car for every purse and purpose” 
plan.  Ford had only the entry level Ford and the ultra 
expensive Lincoln brand.  In 1936, under Edsel’s 
direction, Lincoln introduced a lower priced line: the 
Lincoln-Zephyr.  Zephyr prices were less than 1/2 the 
cost of the senior Lincolns.  With the Zephyr, Edsel’s 
sense of style was on full display. 

Finally, Edsel would fill the remaining gap between 
Ford and Zephyr with the new Mercury brand in 1939.

In 1938 Edsel would commission a customized 
version of the Zephyr for his personal use on his 
vacation to Florida.  He conceived a one-off that was 
“totally continental”.  Basically a channelled and 
sectioned Zephyr convertible.  

When the car arrived, interest amongst Edsel’s high 
society friends was high and Ford began a limited run 
of hand built examples.  Then in 1941 mass 
production of the Continental began. 

Yes, Edsel Ford is a man I would truly have enjoyed 
meeting.  Unfortunately he died of stomach cancer in 
1943 at the age of 49.  One can only imagine what 
else he might have achieved.

November’s Car of the Month is a wonderful example 
of Edsel’s efforts to bring style & fashion to the 
common man:  Max Miller’s 1929 Model A Roadster. 

Fosco 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Car of the Month - Max Miller’s 1929 Ford Model A Roadster 

“So Max, how long have you owned this 
car?”

“I don’t know how long I’ve had it…a long 
time”.

“My cousin Stan who lives in Colorado called 
and said he picked up a Model A in New 
Mexico from a man with the last name of Miller, 
and wanted to know if I wanted it.  I trailered to 
Colorado and brought the car home.  It got 
named Mill-Ford by my cousin.   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While taking the pictures, Max decided it was time to add a little air.  Note the 1950s compressor bought 
new by Max’s father.  You might well encounter another model A…but I doubt you’ll come across another 
compressor like that! 
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2019 Coming Events 

December 7 - Boulder City Parade of Lights.  Host: Jeanie Prouty

December 8 - Christmas Party & Awards Banquet,  Host: Norma Calder

(Final day to sign up for the Christmas Party is November 25th)

2020 Coming Events 

January 26 (Sunday) – Laps for Charity and Dust Off Brunch – John 
Munoz

February 27, 28 & 29 (Thursday, Friday & Saturday) – Board Of 
Governors Meeting – John Munoz and John Pendergast

March 14 – St. Patrick’s Day Parade in Henderson – Harry Ransom

April  – Las Ventanas Car Show – John Munoz and Teen Challenge Car 
Show – Jeanie Prouty

May – Nelson’s Landing, Walking Box Ranch or Goff’s School and 
Museum

June – Dinner and/or a show

July – Cedar City July Jamboree and Car Show - Tom and Betty Rowlett 
Hosts.

 
July – Atomic Testing Museum and Pizza Run

August – Picnic

September – Tuachan Tour - Carla and Anthony Adsit 

October – Nelson’s Landing, Walking Box Ranch or Goff’s School and 
Museum

November – VA Hospital Car Show 

December 5 – Electric Light Parade in Boulder City 

December - Christmas Party and Awards Banquet 
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PARADE OF LIGHTS, BOULDER CITY
DECEMBER 7, 2019, SATURDAY

The Boulder City Parade of Lights is on December 7, 2019.  Line up for the parade is generally about 3:30 P.M., 
with the parade starting at 5:00 P.M.

Let’s plan to meet at Railroad Pass by 3:00 P.M. and be ready to leave Railroad Pass at 3:15 P.M. to go to our 
place in the parade route.

The parade organizers encourage decorating vehicles, but do remind people that there is no real/life-size Santa 
Claus allowed by participants in the parade, since Santa and Mrs. Claus will appear at the end of the parade.  A 
second reminder is that no flames of any sort are allowed, i.e., such as candles.

Afterwards, we are once again invited to Joyce and Ed Burke’s for their famous Chili Feed.  The food is as  great 
as their hospitality.  A fun social event.  Don’t miss it

Your Host, Jeanie Prouty

HIGH ROLLERS EVENT HOSTS LIST

-Plan the event:  Block rooms at hotel if it’s an overnight event.

-Coordinate with restaurants to accommodate large groups.

-Provide a sign-up sheet at the General Membership Meeting a couple of months prior to the 
event.

-Provide an itinerary at the General Membership Meeting prior to the event. (Including costs 
and due date for any fees)

-Provide the Secretary with the itinerary and a list of members who signed up for the event 
so an email reminder can be sent.  The itinerary should include the following:

♣Place and time to meet for travel together 

♣Hotel and/or meal places and time

♣Event meeting place and time

♣Provide the Newsletter Editor & Phone Committee Chair with the itinerary for publication.

♣Be at the event early to orchestrate the event and answer any questions.

♣After the event compile a short write-up for the Newsletter Editor.

Thank you for hosting a High Rollers event.
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Beatty Days - October 25 - 27

Photos by Harry Ransom & Barbara Benson
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Las Vegas Concours d’Elegance October 26th

Photos by Fosco Picchi
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Veterans Hospital car show November 9th

Photos by Fosco Picchi
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My First Car 

September 18th, 1971, two months shy of my 14th birthday. I purchased my 1st car…a 1960 Chevrolet 
Biscayne…for $25.

Scott & Shaun Smith, the two boys across the street who I played with both received new minibikes that summer.  
They thought they were so cool.  Occasionally, they’d let me take a brief ride on one around the field behind their 
house.  But mostly they just gloated.  My parents were never going to buy me a minibike…or anything else with a 
motor.

One day riding my bike past a shabby used car lot on RT109 in Milford Mass, I spotted this rusty Chevy sitting in 
the back row on very soft tires.  I thought it was the coolest looking car I’d ever seen.  I parked my bicycle and 
went in to inquire about it.  Chet, of Chet’s Auto Sales, was a gruff old curmudgeon…in about the same shape as 
that old Chevy.  He asked how old I was.  I told him 13…well, almost 14.  He said that he couldn’t sell the car to 
me…but if I got my step-father to agree to sign the papers, I could have it for $25.  

I had a really extensive paper route at the time.  Twenty five bucks was no problem.  Getting my Step-Father, 
Roger, to agree, might be a little tougher.

To my surprise and delight, when I proposed the idea to Roger, he thought that it would be a good idea.  Roger 
was new to the household and maybe he felt it was a good way to gain my acceptance (it did).  He rented a tow 
bar at U-Haul and we drug the Chevy home behind the family station wagon.  I HAD MY 1st Car!  

Who’s cool now Smith Kids?

I learned a lot from that car.  I learned how to loosen up rusted bolts. How to use Vise-Grips, and position my 
hands so I wouldn’t skin my knuckles.  I learned how to ask politely to use Roger’s tools, and to clean them when I 
was done.  But mostly I learned how to drive… on a 6 cylinder with a 3 speed column shift.  

I spend afternoons after school clearing roads through the woods, cutting trees and digging out stumps by hand.  
And along the way I grew up.  That Chevy would be followed by a parade of junkers, most costing the same or 
less.  Some would be pretty collectible today had they survived: a 59 Ford Galaxie convertible, a Nash 
metropolitan, a bug-eyed Sprite, of course they were just worn out old cars back then.  

But you always remember your first love…and your first car.  Every time I see a ’60 Chevy, I get a flood of pleasant 
memories come over me.  Fosco
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PAY YOUR 2020 VMCCA DUES BY DECEMBER 15th, 2019 AND YOUR NAME WILL BE ENTERED INTO A DRAWING FOR 
YOUR 2021 MEMBERSHIP DUES.  YOUR DUES MUST BE RECEIVED BY DECEMBER 15TH TO BE ELIGIBLE.     SO 

GET YOUR DUES IN EARLY.THERE WILL BE 2 LUCKY WINNERS.
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HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER VMCCA, INC. 

YOUR 2020 MEMBERSHIP DUES FOR HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER VMCCA ARE DUE BY JANUARY           31 ,  2020.

PLEASE COMPLETE  THIS FORM AND RETURN  IT  WITH YOUR CHECK IN  THE AMOUNT OF $25.00
PAYABLE  TO  HIGH ROLLERS CHAPTER.  PLEASE MAIL TO:

 
       

NAME_____________________________________________SPOUSE_________________________

ADDRESS___________________________________________________________________________

CITY___________________________________STATE_____________ZIP_______________________

TELEPHONE  (H)_____________________________(W)_____________________________________

E-MAIL ADDRESS [optional]___________________________________________________________

CAR(S)_______________________________________________________________________________

VMCCA NATIONAL DUES CURRENT:_______YES ________NO
NOTE: NATIONAL DUES NOTICE INCLUDED WITH THE BULB HORN MAGAZINE

THE VINTAGE MOTOR CAR  CLUB OF AMERICA 
2020 MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL* 

VMCCA membership covers the calendar year, starting January 1st –except for introductory 
half year memberships of $20.00 for first time VMCCA members that starts on July 1st.
Date:_____________________________

Name:_________________________________________Spouse:________________________

Address:______________________________________________________________________

City, State, Zip:________________________________________________________________

Home Phone:_____________________________E-mail:_______________________________
Region: _X_Western Region   Chapter: _X_High Rollers Chapter VMCCA, Inc. 
Check one of the following.  Dues include member and spouse.
[   ]  One year United States Membership = $40.00 
[   ]  Student Membership for folks 18 – 25 = $12.00 
[   ]  Junior Members under age 18 = $5.00 – Names:____________________DOB__________

You may include with your High Rollers dues check or a separate check payable to VMCCA.

 Judy Pendergast, Secretary High Rollers Chapter VMCCA  2545 Chandler Ave., Suite 26, Las Vegas, NV  89120  

*VETERANS’ FIRST YEAR DUES ARE FREE.

*

*VETERANS’ FIRST YEAR DUES ARE FREE
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