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President’s Message
I want to start by 

thanking Mike and Linda 
Hanley for a job well done. 
The Picnic at Lee Canyon 
was a huge success.

I have reserved the 
board room at Ellis Island for 
our quarterly board meeting to 
be held on September 17th at 
6:30pm. There’s limited 
seating for 12 at the table. 
The room is behind the coffee 
shop. If you want to attend the 
meeting and want to eat in the 
coffee shop first and then 
come in to the room for the 
meeting, there’s room to sit 
along the wall. I’m thinking we 
could fit an additional 6 
people. 

One of the topics we 
will be discussing is activities 
for next year.  If you have any 
suggestions please let us 
know and we will consider 
them. Keep in mind we are a 
touring club so we are looking 
to drive, but at the same time 
it seems to be better if we can 
keep tours down to a day 
event. Also, we will be 
discussing the Board of 

Governors we are hosting in 
February of 2020. 

It’s also that time of the 
year when we start seeking 
out nominees to run for 
various positions on the 
board. There’s a few of us that 
have been doing the same job 
for the last 8-9 years and it 
would be nice to see some 
new faces on the board. The 
elected positions to be 
considered are President, 
Vice President, Secretary, 
Treasurer, Activities, 
Publications, and 
Membership. If any of these 
tickles your fancy please 
contact me and let me know 
what you’re interested in. 

We are off to Tuachan 
this weekend. In October we 
are going to Beatty, Nevada to 
celebrate Beatty Days; 3 days 
of festival, food and car show. 
Also, that weekend is Nevada 
Day, so if you have nothing 
going on, come on up and join 
us for a parade and car show 
in the park. There are plenty 
of activities to enjoy and I 
think there’s plenty of rooms 
at the Stage Coach Inn.  See 
you there. If you have any 
questions about this event 
please contact our host Stacia 
Walker at: 
stacia.realty@gmail.com or 
559-647-3459. 

See you down the 
road,

John Pendergast
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

September 5, 2019

President John Pendergast called the meeting to order.  The Pledge of Allegiance was led by 
Vice President John Munoz.  Secretary Judy Pendergast announced the Roll Call:  All were 
present with the exception of Treasurer Mike Hanley and Store Keeper Karl Ferazzi. There 
were 36 members and 3 guests present.

President John Pendergast called for a motion to accept the minutes of the August meeting.  
Ed Burke made the motion.  It was seconded by Jerry Meyers.  Motion passed.

President John Pendergast welcomed our guests:  Wendell and Sally Wells and Tyrone. John 
said the picnic was a huge success and thanked our hosts, Mike and Linda Hanley.  Betty 
Rowlett suffered a fall when unloading things for the event and had to go to Emergency.  She 
had surgery on Tuesday to repair a badly broken wrist and, according to Tom, she is doing 
well.  John stated that a couple of guests were also at the picnic and may become future 
members.  There will be a Board Meeting September 17th at 6:30 PM in a small room behind 
the Ellis Island Coffee Shop.  Activities and the BOG will be discussed.

Assistant Treasurer Barbara Baudoin gave the report for August. President Pendergast called 
for a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report.  Motion was made by Anthony Adsit, seconded 
by Ed Burke and passed.

Vice President John Munoz indicated that the National Website needs help.  If anybody 
knows someone who could work on this, please let him know.

Activities VP Tom Rowlett announced that registration for the July Jamboree in Cedar City 
next year will be in January in order to get the best spots.  He will keep us informed.

Carla Adsit reported that those who are going on the Tuachan Tour will meet at 9:00 A.M.at 
the junction of Las Vegas Blvd. and the 215 so we can travel together.  The places for lunch 
and dinner will be announced that day.

Sunshine Chair Carla Adsit reported cards have been sent to Barbara Benson (surgery), 
Mitch Spoor (stroke), Betty Rowlett (surgery) and Harry Ransom (surgery).  Best wishes to all; 
and to Carla and Anthony as they recover from an auto accident.

New Business:  It was presented by John Munoz and Harry Ransom to combine the January 
Dust-Off Breakfast with the Laps for Charity Event at the Speedway.  This will be further 
discussed at the Board Meeting.

The 50/50 drawing was won by Danny Barnett.

The next meeting will be October 3, 2019.

Gay Scheen made a motion to adjourn and Don Derr seconded the motion.  Motion passed.  
Meeting adjourned.

Respectfully submitted,

Judy Pendergast, Secretary 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September Birthdays
Jan Swift  9/6

Hartley Del Valle  9/7

Steve Struve  9/9

Lorraine Hanne  9/19

Barbara Holmes  9/22

Ray Waber  9/24

September Anniversaries

Bob & Jan Swift  9/7

Hartley & Elizabeth Del Valle 9/10

October Birthdays

Barbara Baudoin  10/2

Bob Swift  10/4

Judy Pendergast 10/11

Gene Lemasters  10/18

Darryl Dudas  10/19

Jerry Myers  10/19

Farrow Smith Sr.  10/20

October Anniversaries

Paul & Ruth Rolland  10/1

Darryl Dudas & Cyn Stevens 10/7
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Editor’s Note:

So many of the simple joys in life have 
disappeared without most of us even noticing.  
Take the 5 digit mechanical odometer.  In the 
early 90s, General Motors and Chrysler 
products switched to 6 digit odometers.  By 
1995 Ford had done so as well.  Did anyone 
even notice?  Why would you care?  Well, back 
in the day, one of the simple joys of life was 
watching your odometer “roll over”.   For those 
few of us lucky enough to have a vehicle reach 
that major milestone, it was something quite 
special.  Do you remember where you were 
when you first saw this:

I was driving Benson Road in Parsonsfield 
Maine in 1973.  The car was a well worn 1962 
Plymouth Valiant.  

My nephew recently sold his Honda with “only” 
210000 mikes on it.  Certainly a sign that times 
have changed…in some ways for the better.  
But our vintage cars were never designed to 
travel that far.  Odometers had only 5 digits 
because no one really expected them to go past 
99,999 miles.   A typical 60s car that we’d be 
given free to drive in the fields would usually 
have around 80000 miles showing….and would 
be totally beat (or rusted out).

Which brings me to my point.  I once met a man 
buying parts from a Studebaker vendor for his 
Lark which was approaching 300000 miles.  He 
showed up driving a 1949 Renault 4CV which 
had clocked over 800000 miles.  He was a 
traveling salesman, a man of some girth, which 
was quite a sight getting out from that tiny 
Renault.  That Renault I was informed was on 
it’s 4th engine…and something like it’s 12th 
brake overhaul.  But being in sunny southern 
California, there really was no limit to how far it 
could go…so long as worn out parts were 
consistently replaced.  

While many of the vintage vehicles that have 
survived have been pampered, used lightly, or 
spend extended times tucked away in storage.  
A few.  Probably a very few.  Have actually been 
rolling humbly along.  Racking up the miles, 
providing good service to their owners.  Those 
owners in turn have seen the value in repairing 
or replacing wearing parts as needed to keep 
them reliable.  Our Truck of the month is one 
such vehicle.  It’s long journey, with just two 
owners over nearly 50 years is remarkable.  I 
hope you enjoy the story as much as I did.
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Truck of the Month - John Munoz’ 1970 GMC

Ed’s 1970 GMC C1500 pickup

In March of 1971 Ed Hosmer (former High Rollers Member) decided his family needed a 
pickup truck.  His wife Audrey agreed and found a newspaper special for a new GMC at a 
dealership in Santa Ana California.

The truck in the ad was a left over 1970 model that the parts department had been using 
as a runner. It had almost 7000 miles on it but had never been registered and therefore still able 
to be sold as new.  The deal was cut and they bought the truck for 78 bi weekly payments of 
$45.12. (A brand new truck for under 91 bucks a month imagine that!)

The truck spent the first years of its life taking Ed to and from work and hauling around a 
Weekender Camper traveling all over the country. 

I know Ed lived in Tustin Ca. and I don’t know how far he had to drive to get to work but 
it was quite a ways.  In the early 70s the gas crunch caused the state of California to only allow 
folks to buy gasoline on Even or Odd days based on the last digit of the license plate.  
Apparently he had to alternate cars with his wife as he couldn’t make it to work and back two 
days in a row without filling up. 

In 1978 they moved to Las Vegas with the GMC loaded down with a Camper full of stuff 
and pulling a big U-haul trailer. I don’t know how good it was for the truck but in March 1978 the 
truck received its first engine overhaul in Las Vegas at 323,437 miles.  Ed was putting over 45K 
miles a year on the truck and he says the truck never left him on the side of the road, it always 
got him home.  In exchange for the truck’s loyalty Ed took excellent care of her. 
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Over the years this GMC has made several trips to Pennsylvania for visits to his mom 
and other trips to the upper peninsula of Michigan to visit his wife’s family. It’s been through the 
redwood forest, to the Grand Canyon, visited the Grand Ole Opry, Graceland, Branson Missouri 
and many more destinations. 

The truck received its second engine overhaul in December 1986 at 524,631 miles and 
continued to be his daily driver until 2002 when he decided she needed a break and decided it 
was time to go through and restore his reliable old friend. 

Ed and I worked together many hours going through the truck, replacing worn parts, 
weather stripping and a complete paint job. (We farmed out the paint job) In March 2003 we 
finished the restoration including the 3rd engine overhaul by a less than reputable rebuilder. The 
chassis had accumulated 659,771 miles by the time the restoration was finished.  

Ed was very proud of the GMC and for the next 11 years the truck stayed tucked away in 
his garage only rarely taking it out for club events and parades.  He put just a little over 300 
miles on her after the restoration.  

When Ed passed away in 2014, because I had helped him with the restoration, he left 
the truck to me and I became the second owner.

Since getting the truck my son Kaleb and I have taken her on a couple national tours, 
Show Low Arizona in 2017 and the 80/40 Colorado tour in 2018. We’ve gone on many local 
events and even won plaques and trophies at some shows. 

The truck is still almost like it came from the factory sporting the original wheels, 
hubcaps and the original rubber floor mat.  I also left some of Ed’s custom touches on the truck 
like the metal sign on the back that says “ My two best Friends, Charlie and Jack Daniels” .  

In October 2017 after our last Charity Car show at Twin Peaks my son and I took the 
truck to St George to go look at another car to buy. (Like I need another car right? ) By the time I 
got to Mesquite I noticed she didn’t sound quite right so I pulled off and checked under the 
hood.  All the fluid levels were ok so I pressed on and looked at a Volkswagen Square-back I 
was interested in.  
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I was on the fence about whether or not I wanted another project but the trip back to 
Vegas made up my mind to a hard “no”.

On the return trip the engine went from not sounding right to banging and clanking like 
two heavy metal bands were brawling in the crankcase.  I still had 80 miles to go, it was late and 
AAA said the wait would be over 3 hours. I decided to take my chances and try and nurse the 
old girl home. 

All machines will break down from time to time but the difference between a good rig and 
a great rig is the great rig will always get you home.  Just like with Ed’s experiences all those 
years this truck got us home even though the engine was fatally wounded. (Broke the # 7 piston 
due to a lousy rebuild) This is a VERY great truck! 

As the Engine had been overhauled multiple times and the block was damaged by the 
broken piston I decided the truck deserved a brand new engine which was installed in January 
2018 with 685,685 miles on the chassis.  The truck runs fantastic, is totally reliable and still 
looks amazing and at the time of this writing is less than 2000 miles away from 700K ! 

I get regular offers from people who want to buy the truck but I tell them all “She’s NOT 
for sale!”  After all I think there’s another 700,000 miles left in her………John
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             My First Car (Truck)

I bet you wonder what my first vehicle was. 
In 1980 I started working for the division of 
engineering Public Works in Nashville. 
Shortly after about 6 months of car pooling 
or borrowing my parent’s cars, I spotted a 
truck at a Ford dealership on Franklin Pike. 
After a week of seeing it sitting there, I 
stopped in and spoke to a salesman and 
negotiated my first vehicle.  Why a truck and 
not a Chevelle, SS or a Camaro? At the time 
I was an Assistant Scoutmaster and the 

troop needed someone with a truck to carry 
chuck boxes and camping gear. In the fall 
the shell would come off and I would help 
friends move stuff and pick up firewood for 
the house etc. Also, it was great for hauling 
beer kegs. I put a lot of miles on her the first 
year and she held well. By the way, the 
model was a Chevy Scottsdale half ton 
1978. The transmission went out about a 
year and a half later. The transmission shop 
worked on it  three times because they were 
cutting corners. After driving it for three 
years, I sold it before moving to Las Vegas. 
Three years later I went back to Nashville 
and attended an annual event called the 
Steeplechase. Here I am with a bunch of 
friends on the grass and my old truck pulls 
up. It’s the guy that I sold it to with his family. 
He said the truck was running great and 
hadn’t had any issues. Hmmm!  Made me 
wish I had kept it and drove it out to Vegas. I 
haven’t seen another one since. 

John Pendergast 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Mount Charleston Picnic * August 25th   
Photos by Danny Barnett & Barbara Benson 

The picnic had by John's count 38 participants.  Unfortunately Tom's wife got tangled up with her dog and apparently 
broke her wrist in a fall outside the pavilion they left immediately for urgent care back in town.  We were set and ready to 
start at about 11:30.  We served hot dogs, hamburgers and Italian sausage with cooked onions and peppers. Sides were 
4 bean salad and home made pasta salad along with chips, pretzels and Doritos dessert consisted of cookies, brownies 
and lemon cake squares.  Along with plenty of water and soda. After everyone was full we moved on go the corn hole / 
bean bag toss.  The clear winner was Brian.  He won a case of assorted summer blend beer, second went to John Munoz 
who got a bottle of red wine and Karl Ferazzi who at 3rd place got a bottle of white wine.  Included in the 38 were 2 new 
members along with one of their wife's.  A good bit of visiting took place and we were on the way home by 3:30.  Everyone 
seemed to have a good time Linda and I hope so.
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High Rollers Members at South Point Car Show August 24th 

 

2019 Coming Events 

September 14 - Tuachan Tour.  “Little Mermaid”  Hosts: Carla & Anthony Adsit

October 25 - 27 - Beatty Days. Host: Stacia Walker

November 9 - Veterans Hospital Car Show.  Host: Jeanie Prouty

December 7 - Boulder City Parade of Lights.  Host: Jeanie Prouty

December 8 - Christmas Party & Awards Banquet,  Host: Norma Calder

2020 Coming Events 

February 27 - 29 - Board of Governors Meeting

May - Nevada Test Site Tour
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VETERANS HOSPITAL/MEDICAL CENTER ANNUAL CAR SHOW & BARBEQUE 

NOVEMBER 9, 2019, SATURDAY

The annual Veterans Hospital/Medical Center car show and free barbeque will be held on Saturday, November 9, 2019.   

The event is scheduled from 10:00 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.

We will meet on Saturday, November 9, 2019, by 8:00 A.M. and will enter the event at 8:15 A.M    We will meet on 
the street directly south of the hospital/medical center (right next to the hospital/to the south side of the hospital) where we 
will line up to go into the parking lot of the hospital at 8:15 A.M.    However, you can show up and leave whenever you 
choose.

The hospital/medical center is located at the following address.

6900 North Pecos Road

North Las Vegas, NV 89086

702-791-9000 (direct phone line to the hospital/medical center)

The hospital/medical center is located at the I-215 and North Pecos Road.

The car club has participated in this event in previous years and have had a wonderful time.   Many other car 
clubs and individuals with their vehicles participate in this event.   

The free barbeque lunch is served at about noon time.   

I spoke with a public service officer at the hospital/medical center on Tuesday, July 23, 2019.  He told me they had 
just posted the event flyer information to their Facebook page the day before/Monday, July 22, 2019.  If you are interested 
in looking up this event, you can find it on the VA hospital/medical center’s Facebook page at:   VA Southern Nevada 
Health Care System.   

Submitted by:  Jeanie Prouty

PARADE OF LIGHTS, BOULDER CITY

DECEMBER 7, 2019, SATURDAY

The Boulder City Parade of Lights is on December 7, 2019.  Line up for the parade is generally about 
3:30 P.M., with the parade starting at 5:00 P.M.

Let’s plan to meet at Railroad Pass by 3:00 P.M. and be ready to leave Railroad Pass at 3:15 P.M. to go 
to our place in the parade route.

The parade organizers encourage decorating vehicles, but do remind people that there is no real/life-size 
Santa Claus allowed by participants in the parade, since Santa and Mrs. Claus will appear at the end of 
the parade.  A second reminder is that no flames of any sort are allowed, i.e., such as candles.

Afterwards, we are once again invited to Joyce and Ed Burke’s for their famous Chili Feed.  The food is 
as  great as their hospitality.  A fun social event.  Don’t miss it

Your Host, Jeanie Prouty
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