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in favor of it.
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President’s Message
I want to start by thanking
everyone who turned out for
the pizza run; 51 in all. That
has to be a record in the
last 10 years. The biggest
turn out for a tour was
about 4 years ago when we
toured Ralph Englestat’s
mansion. We had over 100
show up to that little jaunt.
We are looking for a
volunteer to chair the
Nomination committee for
next year’s officers.
This month we will be
having our annual Picnic
and if you’re interested and
have not been to a meeting
where you can sign up,
please call or email Mike
Hanley or Tom Rowlett and
let them know you’re
coming. We need an
accurate count so we can
get the food and supplies
needed to make this a
successful gathering. Also,
it was discussed at the
meeting whether we should
charge $5.00 a piece to
help differ the cost of the

www.HighRollersLasVegas.com
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Last but not least our
Sunshine Chair was in a
serious wreck last
Wednesday with her
husband Anthony and both
are lucky to be with us. It
even made the news; they
were the target of an out of
control semi. So, let’s give
the Sunshine Chair Carla &
Anthony Adsit some
Sunshine.
In October we will be
heading out to Beatty, NV
for Beatty Days. This will be
a weekend event and if you
haven’t booked your rooms
you need to call the Stage
Coach and talk to Crystal
and make your reservation.
We have a block of rooms
reserved under the High
Rollers. We went last year
for the first time and it was
very relaxing and a great
time was had. Check out
the flier and register for the
car show. If you’re not
interested in the show then
ride along in the parade
with the club and spend the
day at the festival. Also
contact Stacia Walker our
host for more information.

John
Pendergast

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING
August 1, 2019
President John Pendergast called
the meeting to order. The Pledge of
Allegiance was led by Vice
President John Munoz. Secretary
Judy Pendergast announced the
Roll Call: All were present with the
exception of Treasurer Mike Hanley.
There were 36 members present.
President Pendergast called for a
motion to accept the minutes of the
July meeting. Anthony Adsit made
the motion. It was seconded by Don
Derr. Motion passed.
President Pendergast welcomed our
newest members, Darryl and Cyn
Dudas and Doug and Kay Wheeler.
John said the pizza run was a huge
success and thanked our hosts,
Barbara and Joe Baudoin. He
mentioned that a chair person is
needed to head up the nominating
committee for 2020 officers. He
also discussed the picnic at Lee
Canyon on August 25th, a Sunday.
The possibility of a $5.00 charge
was brought up to offset the food
needed for the event. Picnic hosts,
Mike and Linda Hanley are willing to
procure all items needed. The
general membership was in
agreement with the $5.00 per
person charge so we’ll go with that.
John also said that Carla and
Anthony Adsit were involved in a
multi-car/semi accident. Although
their car was totaled, both Adsits
checked out good at the hospital.
For that we are all grateful.
Assistant Treasurer Barbara
Baudoin gave the report for July.
President Pendergast called for a
motion to accept the Treasurer’s
report. Motion was made by Ed
Burke, seconded by Betty Rowlett
and passed.

Vice President John Munoz said the
Cedar City car show was great and
he will go again next year. He also
said that rules for acceptance of
Modified Cars were drawn up two
years ago but were never placed in
effect and published. There will be
more on this in the future as more
details are ironed out.
Activities VP Tom Rowlett reluctantly
announced that he will again host
the July Jamboree in Cedar City
next year if enough interest is
shown in January when it’s time to
register and pay the fee.
The picnic was discussed. See
details on the front page of this
publication.
Carla Adsit reported that all of the
ticket money for the Tuachan
production has been received and
she will go ahead and reserve those
tickets. It is up to you to make your
room reservations per the
information given to you by Carla.
Stacia Walker has agreed to host
the Beatty Days Event in October.
Check out the flyer in the newsletter.
Jeanie Prouty will be hosting the
Veterans Hospital Car Show
November 9, 2019. Plan on lining
up on the South side of the hospital
at 8 am. The show runs from 10 am
– 2:30 pm. Jeanie also offered to
host the Parade of Lights in Boulder
City December 7, 2019. She
reported that the overall champion
of the Great American Race was a
1916 Hudson.
Karen Farris gave a brief update on
the Christmas party being held in
December. Sign up early for a
special drawing prize. Only the first
20 paying party goers will be
entered for a chance to own a
beautiful centerpiece created by
Joyce Burke. Donations for other
raffle prizes will also be welcomed .
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Tom Rowlett said he would be
willing to host the Kingman car show
next year if there is enough interest
in that event.
Publication Vice President Fosco
Picchi announced that member H.B.
Calder has been invited to enter the
Las Vegas Concourse de Elegance
with his Studebaker in October.
Sunshine Chair Carla Adsit reported
that member Jerry Meyers is till
experiencing swelling in his leg and
is facing more surgery in the future.
Club Store Manager Karl Ferazzi
stated that he has lots of polos and
hats still available.
Western Region Director Dion
Stams reported that the National is
featuring specials on their website
for reduced membership dues; half
price now until October.
New Business: Harry Ransom
talked about the Speedway
Children’s Charity Event as a club
event. The cost is $35.00 for 3 laps
around the track in your own car.
The National has warned us that the
old website will not be available
soon. A new webmaster is needed
to update the site and maintain it. If
you know anybody that is qualified
and interested let John Munoz
know.
The 50/50 drawing was won by
Karen Farris.
The next meeting will be September
5, 2019.
Ed Burke made a motion to adjourn
and Betty Rowlett seconded the
motion. Motion passed. Meeting
adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Pendergast, Secretary

Map to Mt. Charleston
Picnic

July Birthdays
Mitch Spoor 7/3
Ron Holmes 7/10

July Anniversaries
Joe & Barbara Baudoin 7/2
Ray & Linda Waber 7/6

August Birthdays
Danny Barnett 8/5
Jack Barnett 8/11
Julie Wilson 8/13
Steven Foster 8/15
Clinton Miller 8/27
David Bouyea 8/29

August Anniversaries
Harry & Rita Ransom 8/15
Richard & Gay Scheen
8/20
Joe & Pam Provenza 8/24
Ken & Kerry Freeman 8/26
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The High Rollers Welcomes new members in July
Darryl & Cyn Dudas
1940 Chevy Pickup
1957 Chevy Bel Air
1964 Corvette
Douglas & Kay Wheeler
1930 LaSalle
1984 Mercedes Benz 300D
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In 1937 Charles Nash was looking for a
successor…and found his man in
George Mason, the CEO of appliance
maker; Kelvinator. Mason wouldn’t take
the job unless Kelvinator came with him.
So the two companies merged.
George Mason was a large man…who
liked small cars. After World War II, with
GIs returning and moving to the suburbs
to start families, he figured that there
would be a lot of new two car
households. The lady of the house might
prefer a smaller, easier to maneuver car.
What she would NOT want is some
spartan, cheaply made economy car.
No, she would demand a car that was
fashionable and well appointed…just in a
trimmer package. Nash premiered just
such a car for the 1950 model year.

Editor’s (rather Rambling) Note:
Rambler…what a great name
It was selected by the Gormully & Jeffery
Manufacturing company for their line of
bicycles built from 1878 - 1900.

What did they call it? RAMBLER!

Then, when Thomas Jeffery sold his
successful bicycle company in 1900 to
become one of America’s earliest
automobile manufacturers… he applied
that great name to his first simple single
cylinder car: The 1902 Rambler Model A.

To emphasize Mason’s point, the initial
Ramblers were only built as a
convertible…typically the most costly
body style. Next up was a two door
station wagon. A body style new to the
market.

By 1914 the product line had advanced
and the name was changed to Jeffery. In
1916, the former head of Buick, Charles
Nash, purchased the company and in
1917 it became Nash Motors.

George Mason died suddenly shortly
after the merger, and his hand picked
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except Rambler, which, based in part on
the success of the American actually saw
a steep increase in sales Since the
tooling had already be amortized…the
little Rambler could undercut offerings
from the Big Three with a starting price of
just $1789.

protege George Romney took the helm.
Romney was solidly behind the Rambler
as a smaller, more sensible alternative to
the big Detroit iron.
Ramblers did grow a bit in 1956…and
sprouted tail fins in 1958. But they were
generally more restrained than the
competition.

Rambler kept the American largely
unchanged through 1960, then gave it a
major facelift for 1961 - 1963. Finally,
with significant new competition from The
Big Three, the American got a complete
redo for 1964. And it was a honey.
Simple clean lines…but not as harsh or
boxy as the “Box Novas”, the New
Rambler American was a very handsome
little car.

In 1958 Rambler did something no one
else has ever done…they reintroduced
the small Rambler they had discontinued
after 1955 as the Rambler American.
With minimal changes, you could now
buy a brand new 1955 Rambler,
complete with an archaic flathead 6! In
this era of rapidly changing styling with
tail fins reaching for the stars…this “new”
Rambler was an anachronism.

The basic design would get a facelift for
1966, and be with Rambler until the end
of the brand in 1969. By then American
Motors was selling cars under its own
banner…retiring the venerable Rambler
name. Its replacement: The 1970
Hornet, itself would enjoy a long long
run, first as the Hornet/Sportabout, then
morphing into the Concord (1978), and
eventually the 4 wheel drive Eagle
(1980) which would be in production until
Chrysler purchased AMC in 1987.

But perhaps that was precisely the point.
A small but growing segment of the
population was apparently not of the
mindset that bigger, with more chrome
and gadgets, was better.

Rambler Americans are great little cars…
and we have two in our club, John
Munoz’s 1968 station wagon, and our
featured car: Danny Barnett’s 1964
convertible.

The timing couldn’t have been better as
a brief but sharp recession hit the U.S.
economy in late 1957 just as the 1958
model year began. All U.S. automakers
would see a deep decline in sales. All

To my sensibilities Danny’s car
represents the prettiest of the 12 year
run.
Fosco
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Car of the Month - Danny Barnett’s 1964 Rambler American Convertible

My love affair with Ramblers goes way back.
In the summer of 1963, I was 15 years old going to Bishop Gorman High School here in Las Vegas, and was
bonafide car crazy. My first drivers license was still a year in the future, but my dad would let me drive his 1952
Kaiser Manhattan to school every morning, with him riding shotgun and watching me. I was a big shot with my
brother and two cousins in the back seat all driving instead of walking to school. That summer my mother
Grace Barnett was driving a 1958 Thunderbird my father bought for her new from Thompson Ford in Boulder
City. It was five years old, and mom wanted a more practical car. Mini vans were years in the future, but station
wagons were becoming popular, so that was what dad and I were looking at around town at the local
dealerships. We drove over to Gaudin Ford at Charleston and 5th Street(Las Vegas Blvd.)and while my dad
talked to the salesman about a wagon, I walked over to the irresistible sight on the showroom floor. It was a
brand new shiny red 1963 Thunderbird Sport Roadster, tonneau cover, wire wheels, and fully equipped. I
implored my dad to consider buying it, but he told me my mother would probably divorce him if he brought that
home.
Oh well, we left Gaudin with some prices and brochures, and drove over to Biddulph Rambler on Fremont
Street and Bruce. Well as fate would have it, once again while my dad talked to the salesman there, I was
immediately attracted to a new 1963 Rambler American 440 convertible, red with white two tone. Once again I
fell head over heals for that car, but it was no go either.
My dad was still thinking about a new car in October 1963 when President Kennedy came on T.V. announcing
that the Russians had missiles in Cuba. Worried that war might be coming and with memories of no new cars
available during World War 2, he decided to get a new car while the getting was good. He didn't buy a
Rambler, instead my mother went with dad to Warthen Buick on East Sahara while my brother and I were at
school, and when we came home there was a new 1963 Buick Special Station Wagon in the driveway, but
that's another story.
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I never forgot that Rambler American Convertible at Biddulph's over the years, and by the 1980's I had been
active in the car hobby since 1972, and had a couple Hudsons I was playing with. It was 1984, I was working in
Commercial Center over on East Sahara, when one day a very attractive blond lady drove in to the large
parking lot to a post office box she rented in the center. The car she was in was a gorgeous red (but of course)
1964 Rambler American 440H Convertible.
For a couple of months after that, I would see her in the Rambler coming in to check on her mail. Then one
day, I was reading the Sunday Review Journal Newspaper Ads, and there it was. For sale, it said 1964
Rambler American Convertible RED!! It had to be the same car, and it was. I called, the asking price was
$3500.00.
It turned out the blond was married with a husband and two kids with one more on the way, and the Rambler
needed to go to make way for a family car, so I bought it. In those days all the hobby cars I bought were
definitely project fixer uppers, but this car was shiny and nice in their garage. My dad drove me over to get it,
and he was eager to see it too. He commented that for once I bought a real nice looking car.
I have enjoyed it ever since. I have had it in so many parades, car club activities, and tours to California, that I
have lost count. In 1991 I drove it to Riverside, California for an American Motors Car Club Regional meet in a
park there. The president of the local club implored me to enter it for judging, so to be social, I consented.
When time came for the awards, I was really not paying attention. I go to car shows for friendship and car talk,
not so much trophies. As fate would have it, the announcer came to my class, and told everybody, "we are
giving best 1960's AMC to that adorable 1964 Red Rambler American that came from Las Vegas to our show. I
was flabbergasted. I still have the trophy in my garage next to the car.
I now have a whole lot more AMC cars in my collection, and in 2002 brother Jack and I flew to Kenosha,
Wisconsin, home of Nash, Rambler, and AMC for the 100th Anniversary of Rambler. The first Rambler car was
put on sale in 1902. My 1964 is the first new car that Richard Teague styled for American Motors Corporation,
after a stint at Packard.
Our long time member Jim Marsh purchased Biddulph Rambler in the early 1970's when he moved here from
Washington State. He eventually relocated to Sahara and Eastern, and the Fremont Street location became a
used car lot, and closed completely just a couple of years ago. I drove by last week, and the small building had
been leveled, just a big empty lot now.

My Rambler was sold new in Palm Springs, not here, but I always meant to take a picture in front of the old
local Rambler dealership. That's one great thing about the cars we all maintain with loving care. The buildings,
and people may be gone, but the cars still take us back to years gone by, and the good memories of those
times. My Rambler is a time machine that always takes me back.
Danny Barnett
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Cedar City Jamboree July 13 * Photos by Harry Ransom
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Pizza Run July 20 * Photos by Danny Barnett
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2019 Coming Events

August 25 - Mount Charleston Picnic - Hosts: Mike & Linda Hanley
September 14 - Tuachan Tour. “Little Mermaid” Hosts: Carla & Anthony Adsit
October 25 - 27 - Beatty Days. Host: Stacia Walker
November 9 - Veterans Hospital Car Show. Host: Jeanie Prouty
December 7 - Boulder City Parade of Lights. Host: Jeanie Prouty
December 8 - Christmas Party & Awards Banquet, Host: Norma Calder

2020 Coming Events
February 27 - 29 - Board of Governors Meeting
May - Nevada Test Site Tour
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VETERANS HOSPITAL/MEDICAL CENTER ANNUAL CAR SHOW & BARBEQUE
NOVEMBER 9, 2019, SATURDAY
The annual Veterans Hospital/Medical Center car show and free barbeque will be held on
Saturday, November 9, 2019.
The event is scheduled from 10:00 A.M. to 2:30 P.M.
We will meet on Saturday, November 9, 2019, by 8:00 A.M. and will enter the event at 8:15 A.M
We will meet on the street directly south of the hospital/medical center (right next to the hospital/to the
south side of the hospital) where we will line up to go into the parking lot of the hospital at 8:15 A.M.
However, you can show up and leave whenever you choose.
The hospital/medical center is located at the following address.
6900 North Pecos Road
North Las Vegas, NV 89086
702-791-9000 (direct phone line to the hospital/medical center)
The hospital/medical center is located at the I-215 and North Pecos Road.
The car club has participated in this event in previous years and have had a wonderful time.
Many other car clubs and individuals with their vehicles participate in this event.
The free barbeque lunch is served at about noon time.
I spoke with a public service officer at the hospital/medical center on Tuesday, July 23, 2019. He
told me they had just posted the event flyer information to their Facebook page the day before/Monday,
July 22, 2019. If you are interested in looking up this event, you can find it on the VA hospital/medical
center’s Facebook page at: VA Southern Nevada Health Care System.
Submitted by: Jeanie Prouty
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Thanks Harry…for bringing back fond memories of simpler days.
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