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I mustn’t forget that July is our
annual Pizza Run. This is always
a great event and Barbara
Baudoin has Volunteered to host
this for the umpteenth year.

President’s Letter

We have a great line up of
activities coming up. I have
picked up the May tour of
Clyne’s Garage and collection.
I’m Always trying to come up
with different ideas to keep
everyone interested in touring
and I have something that I
think everyone will enjoy. We
have 29 signed up for Clynes.
Details are in the Nut’s & Notes
or online.
Mike & Linda Hanley have
volunteered to host the luncheon
social at Mt. Charleston’s upper
lodge in June. I can’t wait for
this one as we haven’t been to
the upper lodge in years. From a
glance at the interest sheet it
looks like we have over 20
signed up.
August will be the Club Picnic in
Lee Canyon at the Foxtail Picnic
area. With that said we need to
get a list going to see what
everyone is going to bring or
volunteer to bring or help with.
The High Rollers will pick up the
meats and condiments. Mike &
Linda Hanley have graciously
volunteered to host.
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I have been in contact with the
DOE setting up the tour for the
Nevada National Security Site,
better known as the Test Site. In
the process, I called my old
friend that heads up the site and
he said just let him know what
the date is and he will be going
with us on the tour. This tour will
take place in May 2020. So far
we have 35 signed up. At this
rate we might end up with a
charter bus all to ourselves. This
will be an exciting tour and very
informative. If you haven’t
signed up for this please email
me or call to let me know if you
want to go.
John M. mentioned in the
meeting that we need to start
looking for volunteers for the
next years officers. Some of us
have been on the board for 9
years and it’s time to have some
fresh ideas. So, think about
jumping on board and making a
difference.
Can’t believe we are almost half
way through the year; where
does it go?

John Pendergast

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL
MEMBERSHIP MEETING – May
2 2019

rooms in a suitable hotel so
everyone is not scrambling
around looking for lodging.

President John Pendergast
called the meeting to order. The
Pledge of Allegiance was led by
Past President John Munoz.
Secretary Judy Pendergast
announced Roll Call: All were
present with the exception of
Membership VP/Historian/
Photographer Danny Barnett.
There were 34 members
present, 2 young guests,
children of Karl and Stephanie
Ferazzi and 1 guest, Ed Burke’s
brother Terry.

John Pendergast stated that
Richie Clyne has agreed to open
his collection to our club on May
11, 2019. Details will be emailed
next week. The Test Site Tour
for 2020 seemed to generate a
lot of interest. John said the
Test Site Director will be on the
tour with us. Forms for the
required background check will
be available at next month’s
meeting. It is imperative that
you fill one of these out well
ahead of time or you will not be
allowed on the tour.

President Pendergast called for a
motion to accept the minutes of
the April meeting. Barbara
Baudoin made the motion. It was
seconded by Max Miller. Motion
passed.
President Pendergast welcomed
Joe Provenza, our newest
member and our guest, Terry.
He announced that member
Farrow Smith, Sr. lost his wife
Grace this past week. The family
has requested that donations be
made to the Salvation Army. The
club will be donating $100 in
Grace’s name.
Treasurer Mike Hanley gave the
report for April.
President Pendergast called for a
motion to accept the Treasurer’s
report. Motion was made by
Anthony Adsit, seconded by Joe
Baudoin and passed.
Activities VP Tom Rowlet
requested some input from the
club regarding activities for
2020. Attendance at a local
baseball game was suggested.
Barbara Baudoin said that, in the
event of an overnight activity,
the host should hold a block of

Mike Hanley informed us that the
June 15 Luncheon Social will be
held at the Mt Charleston Lodge
at noon. We will have a special
room and limited menu available
for $20 per person.
Tom Rowlett said that there is
still one open slot available for
the car show in Cedar City July
13, 2019. Contact Tom if you are
interested.
Carla Adsit stated that the
Tuachan Tour will be September
14, 2019 and we will be seeing
“The Little Mermaid”.
Membership VP Danny Barnett is
in the hospital dealing with blood
clots in his leg. In his absence
John Pendergast told us that it
was Danny’s brother, Jack, who
recruited our newest member
Joe Provenza.
Fosco Picchi, Publications VP,
asked for photos from the
Kiwanis car show. He said that
this month’s Newsletter will
feature “My First Car” as
requested.
Sunshine Chair Carla Adsit sent
cards around to be signed for

3

the family of Farrow Smith,
Danny Barnett and our National
VMCCA Treasurer Bob Edelman
who is recovering in a
rehabilitation facility.
Phone Committee Chair, Harry
Ransom, asked for another
volunteer to help out if needed.
Western Region Director Dion
Stams said that both he and
John Munoz will be attending the
June National meeting in Dayton,
OH.
Old Business: John Pendergast
and John Munoz are waiting for
the contract from the Silverton
for the 2020 BOG. The budget
for that event is ready to be
submitted after the review and
signing of the contract.
H.B. Calder stated that Norma is
finalizing the venue plans for the
2020 Christmas Party.
New Business: John Pendergast
has been asked to participate on
the committee to set standards
for the possibility of including
modified cars in the VMCCA.
Some of our club members have
these types of cars; Tom
Rowlett, Joe Baudoin, Don Derr,
and Fosco Picchi.
John Munoz asked that
everybody consider becoming an
officer in 2020.
The 50/50 drawing was won by
Sallie McClary.
The next meeting will be June 6,
2019.
Anthony Adsit made a motion to
adjourn and John Munoz
seconded the motion. Motion
passed. Meeting adjourned.
Respectfully submitted,
Judy Pendergast, Secretary

Editor’s Note
This month, by request, we’ve
added My First Car. Steve & Sue
Struve have provided our kick off
posting. Please think about
contributing. Particularly if you’ve
got some cool old snapshots from
back in the day.
Last month I spoke about my first
car...a $25, 1960 Chevy Biscayne.
So this month I’m going to reveal
something I’m not real proud of...
My first NEW car.
Try not to laugh...it was a 1983
Renault Alliance...Motor Trend’s
Car of the Year!
That’s actually true.
In 1982, President Ronald Regan
fired the PATCO Air Traffic
Controllers. As a Navy Air Traffic
Controller at the time, I was in the
right place at the right time to start
a career with the FAA.
In December 1982 I was attending
FAA training in Oklahoma City. I
had driven out from New England
in my girlfriend’s (My wife of 36
years, Mary) ’76 MGB.
Unfortunately, the MG started
having “issues”. I went looking for
an MG servicing center, but alas I
was in the land of Cadillacs and
Pickup Trucks...and it seems that
no one in Oklahoma City had even
heard of an MG.

in Oklahoma at the time, that was a
bit of a problem. I tried to find a
car without air conditioning but
found that there were exactly two
Alliances in the state without air
conditioning...one in white...and
one in pea green with a pumpkin
colored interior. Guess which one I
bought. Actually, it was prettier
than it sounds.
A week after picking up my first
shiny new car it had to go in the
shop for the optional stereo system
to be installed. When I went to
pick it up there were two yahoos
with their heads under the dash
and their feet on my pristine seats.
One had laid his lit cigarette on the
door sill...and forgotten it...leaving
a 2 inch long burn in the carpet.
They also broke the trim panel
putting it back together. But that
was only the start of things. Two
days later, with exactly 215 miles
on the odometer, I was rear ended
at a traffic light. Suddenly that new
car smell had worn off.
When I completed my training,
Mary flew out and we had a nice
meandering drive working our way
back to the east coast. After that
the Alliance became little more

So I decided it was time to grow up
and buy a brand new car. Being a
fan of American Motors I selected
the newly released Alliance.
Basically a Renault 11 built in
Kenosha Wisconsin. Since my first
duty station was to be Portland
Maine, I specifically wanted a car
without air conditioning. But being
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than a tool. So much so in fact,
that I never took a photo of it. I
have only a few small snapshots
with it in the background to
remember it by. Not that we had it
long enough to make many
memories. At 42,000 miles the
transmission gave out and I limped
it into our local Chrysler Dealer.
We left with a brand new Dodge
Omni...which I must say was a
noticeable upgrade.
Many years later I got a call out of
the blue from some guy who
wanted information on the Alliance.
Seems he had bought it out of a
warehouse in Westbrook Maine.
The milage was right where it had
been when we got rid of it. I told
him what I knew and never heard
from him again.
In 2009, Motor Trend published an
apology for making the Renault
Alliance the 1983 Car of the Year.
It read in part:
“The Alliance proved that
Wisconsin workers could assemble
a Renault with the same
indifference to quality that was a
hallmark of the French automotive
industry”.
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Car of the Month

H.B. and Norma
Calder’s 1948
Lincoln
Continental
Cabriolet
In 2008 I was at the
Meadowbrook concourse and
came upon a car in the parking
lot that really moved me. I
wondered why this beautiful,
elegant, cabriolet was not in
the concourse itself. That was
my first awareness of the postwar Lincoln Continental. I was
struck by its massive
presence, the expansive
chrome, long and massive hood,
and of course, its iconic
externally mounted spare tire. It
was an emotional thing. . . .
The Lincoln Continental came
into existence as a consequence
of “an emotional thing”. Edsel
Ford was going on vacation with
the swells in Florida and wanted
a custom cabriolet to impress his
friends. Since he ran a major car
company, he commissioned the
design staff to dream up and
produce an essentially
channeled and sectioned custom
Lincoln Zephyr convertible. The
hood was lengthened to
accommodate the V12 engine
and the passenger compartment
was moved backed. Since the
trunk space was constricted, the
spare tire was mounted
externally which became an
iconic, though non-functional
feature of future Continentals.
The car was a big hit in Florida

and Edsel sent word to put it into
production – he was sure he
could sell thousands of them.
A couple of years later I came
upon a beautiful blue 1948
cabriolet on Ebay and clicked my
way to being its new owner. The
owner even offered to transport
it from Tennessee. It turned out
to not be as elegant as it had
been represented. It ran fine but
the chrome (that lovely chrome)
was in very poor condition and
the overdrive didn’t work.
Norma was excited to be able to
drive the car around with the top
down. But on her first drive the
battery went dead and we barely
made it home. Soon, other cars
diverted my interest and the
Lincoln got parked for a couple
of years. But, it was destined to
reemerge.
A couple of years ago Nick from
NXS Street Machines and I
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started to chip away at the
problems. The chrome was
redone, and the paint was
sanded and buffed. A new
overdrive relay was installed
which resurrected the everamusing and amazing overdrive.
(I get a huge kick out of driving a
car with the old Borg Warner
overdrive transmission). The car
was completely rewired, and all
of the electrical components
were put back in order including
the unique heaters under each of
the front seats. It is now a very
satisfactory “driver” automobile
that received an award at the
recent Mesquite Motor Mania.
Norma’s intersection with the old
car hobby is tailoring elegant
period-correct outfits. Each is a
work of art and the embodiment of
perfection. She has created several
to go with the various cars including
our 1929 Studebaker Cabriolet,
1936 Cords, 1947 Plymouth, and
finally the 1948 Continental.

A note from Norma –

H.B. has always referred to the
Continental as a “ladies driveabout-town” car. The overdrive
made it so you didn’t have to shift
as much in city traffic. When I
thought about the “outfit” I would
make to go along with this car, I
knew it had to be sophisticated and
a tad bit “sassy” -- the lady who
drove this v12 around town had to
have spunk.
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